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Submission to the Senate inquiry on the impacts and management of feral horses in 

the Australian Alps. 

To the Committee Secretary, 

The Blue Mountains Conservation Society (the Society) is a community-based volunteer 
organisation with over 900 members. Our mission is to help protect, conserve and advocate 
for the natural environment of the Greater Blue Mountains. In fulfilling its mission the Society 
advocates for the protection of the Greater Blue Mountains World Heritage Area and to 
increase awareness of the natural environment in general. 
 
Our Society fully supports strong action to reduce the feral horses in the Australian Alps to 

protect this beautiful, fragile and valuable natural habitat for our native flora and fauna and 

for people to enjoy today and into the future.  

As a conservation organisation, we are very concerned about damage caused by invasive 

species in all national parks including the damage caused by wild horses to the environment, 

ecology and heritage values of the Kosciuszko National Park (KNP). 

In 2016, a comprehensive review into the environmental impacts of wild horses by the ITRG 
(Independent Technical Reference Group) clearly documented that feral horses have a 
severe, negative impact on the environmental values of the KNP and this issue must be 
managed to limit further environmental and ecological harm.  
 
KNP is a UNESCO Biosphere reserve - it is the only alpine zone in mainland Australia, with 
large sub-alpine areas and peatlands which must be protected. Kosciuszko NP has over 200 
species of alpine flowering plants and provides important habitat to native endangered 
species. 
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