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The Hon. Penny Sharpe 
Minister for Climate Change, Minister for Energy, Minister for the Environment and 
Minister for Heritage 
 
Cc Trish Doyle MP 
Blue Mountains City Council  
 
13 July 2023 
 
Dear Minister, 
 
Action required to address the threat to biodiversity posed by feral, stray and 
domestic cats 
 
The Blue Mountains Conservation Society (the Society) is a community-based 
volunteer organisation with 900 members. Our mission is to help protect, conserve 
and advocate for the natural environment of the Greater Blue Mountains. In fulfilling 
its mission the Society advocates protection of the Greater Blue Mountains World 
Heritage Area (GBMWHA). 
 
We are writing to request that the NSW Government take urgent steps in recognition 
of the threat posed by feral, stray and domestic cats to Australia’s biodiversity. This 
threat was recognised by the Commonwealth’s Standing Committee on the 
Environment and Energy’s (the Committee) inquiry: Tackling the feral cat pandemic: 
a plan to save Australian wildlife. The Committee’s 2020 report found that the 
approximate 6.5 million cats now present across around 99.3% of the Australian 
landmass ‘have been responsible for the rapid and catastrophic loss of wildlife, 
causing some species to become threatened, endangered, and even extinct.’  
 
This is a particularly important issue in the Blue Mountains Local Government Area, 
which features urban populations in close proximity to urban bushland, national parks 
and World Heritage Areas. In the Blue Mountains, pet cats are a direct threat to 
wildlife, including birds, lizards and frogs.  
 
A recent study undertaken as part of the RSPCA NSW Keeping Cats Safe at Home 
Project found that there are approximately 361 free-roaming cats in the 1604ha of 
residential land in the Blue Mountains local government area* 

  
 
The Companion Animals Act 1998 (NSW) 
 
The Companion Animals Act 1998 (NSW) (the Act) currently operates as a barrier to 
local councils in NSW taking appropriate action to respond to the threats posed by 
feral, stray and domestic cats and to promote responsible cat ownership. 
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