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“Nature Conservation Saves for Tomorrow”

Gold in the Mountains
The Blue Mountains have been basking in the glow of the
golden wattle—alongside bush tracks, roads, the railway,
everywhere you look. Have you ever seen such a
wonderful display!
The wattle is Australia’s floral emblem. Of 1380 Acacia
species in the world, Australia has 985, growing in a wide
range of habitats right across Australia. September 1st is
Wattle Day. And why the name?
Wattle-and-daub huts were common in the early days of
European settlement in Australia—an easy construction
method which has been used for thousands of years.
Branches and saplings were cut and woven into wooden
frames to create panels called wattles which were
daubed with mud and dung to fill the gaps. Acacias were
plentiful and ideal for the work, hence the name “wattle”.

‘Blue Mountains – not
another suburb of Sydney’
Rally
Several Blue
Mountains City
councillors
WELCOME TO
joined residents
FAULconBRIDGE!
at a public rally
at Faulconbridge on Sunday 25
August to protest against State
Government plans to increase urban
growth in the lower Blue Mountains.
Go to page 4 to read more and find
out how you can help.

GIVE US MORE TIME ...
Be it Bathurst, Byron Bay, Blue
Mountains or Blacktown, the
O’Farrell State Government is
foisting a ‘one-size fits all’ Planning
Instrument on us.
We have not seen the wording of
the draft plan for the City of Blue Mountains which
will go on public exhibition, probably in October. It
will be a complex document covering all of the Blue
Mountains and will be in a completely new format to
the existing LEPs.
The community needs TIME to examine and
understand the document and to make submissions.
PLEASE SIGN THE PETITION ON PAGE 11 OF
THIS NEWSLETTER. Two months is not long
enough.
You can download copies of the petition at
www.bluemountains.org.au - go to the home page,
click on Campaigns at top of the page, click on
Hands Off our LEP, scroll to end of the page.
Printed on Australian-made 100% Recycled Paper

Thinking of building or renovating?
The next Blue Mountains ECOHomes Tour will be on
Saturday 17 October. These are all-day bus tours led by
ECOdesign Architect Nigel Bell, that are fun and informative.
All money raised goes to Katoomba High School P&C to
assist with the school’s environmental programs. Visit
www.ecohomestour.com.au for details of the tour and to
book your seat.
BMCS NURSERY PLANT SALES
Lawson Nursery –Wednesdays and Saturdays, 9am to
noon. The nursery is located in the Lawson Industrial Area
on the corner of Park and Cascade Streets, opposite
Federation Building Materials (see the map on our website
www.bluemountains.org.au).
Blackheath Community Market, 1st Sunday of the month
at Blackheath Public School, 9am to 1pm.
Magpie Market, 3rd Sunday of the month at Lawson Public
School, 9am to 2pm.
Tube stock $2.50 each. Larger pots available.
Enquiries Kevin Bell 4787 6436, kevinbell@eftel.net.au
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Nursery News
Sales were good at our Lawson nursery and at Blackheath Community
and Lawson Magpie Markets during August. All profits from the nursery
help to pay for the Society’s campaigns, so by buying native plants you
are helping the Blue Mountains environment in more ways than one. We
have a great variety of plants suitable for your garden. You will find a
species list on the Society’s website http://www.bluemountains.org.au/
nursery.shtml (these are not all available all the time) and you can talk to
our nursery volunteers at Lawson nursery or at the markets.
Eucalypts for the Home Garden: Over the last four years we have
supplied several thousand Eucalyptus species for reforestation by National
Parks at Green Gully in the Megalong Valley. These have all been large
trees (E. cypellocarpa, eugenoides, globoidea, punctata, tereticornis)
which would be too big for the average home garden. However, we do
have a range of smaller Eucalypts which make attractive specimen trees .
One of these is E. cunninghamii (The Cliff Mallee Ash) featured in the
February 2012 Hut News and we have good stocks of these. Another
excellent species is E. stricta (The Blue Mountains Mallee Ash) which, as
the common name suggests, is a multi-stemmed species 1-4m tall,
flowering in late summer, and makes a good screen. We supplied about a
hundred of these to the RMS for the median strip on the recently
completed section of the GWH at Wentworth Falls and they seem to be
coping with the abnormal conditions there. We have good stocks in tubes
and some advanced plants in 5 litre pots. Two new additions to this genre
are E. gregsoniana and E. pulverulenta. The former, commonly known as
the Wolgan Snow Gum, was grown from seeds kindly supplied by Karen
McLaughlin. This is also a mallee, 2-3 m tall, with several thin, light grey
stems rising from a lignotuber or rootstock and is often found in stands
with E.stricta. A most attractive species.
E. pulverulenta (the Powdered Gum) was once wide-spread in the Upper
Mountains but is now rarer. It is cultivated widely in California where the
young shoots are used in the cut flower trade. It is an ornamental small
tree with silvery, heart-shaped leaves and bears large cream coloured
flowers in groups of three in spring. The bark is shed in small flakes
leaving a smooth, reddish surface on the trunk, while the white or green
branches are covered with a waxy bloom. There is a lovely row of these
along the fence at the Lithgow Community Nursery. Strangely, it was first
described in an English nursery in 1819 and presumably the seeds were
sent to England by one of the early explorers following the 1813 crossing
of the Blue Mountains.
Of course, if you do have plenty of garden space we can supply some
large species including E. piperita (Sydney Peppermint), E. sieberi
(Silvertop Ash), E. sclerophylla (Hard-leaved Scribbly Gum) and the
glorious E. oreades (Blue Mountains Ash) all of which are common in the
Blue Mountains. We have these in tubes or as advanced stock in 5 litre
pots. We do grow other species from time to time and these will be listed
on our web-site. Of course, we are always happy to grow any species of
Eucalypt on order.
Kevin Bell, Nursery Manager (kevinbell@eftell.net.au 4787 6436)
Eucalyptus
pulverulenta
Photographer:
Fagg, M.
Taken at : Canberra
ACT ANU grounds

The Greater Blue Mountains
World Heritage Experience
www.worldheritage.org.au
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Protecting our local environment—
protecting World Heritage
The World Heritage list records the Earth’s
greatest cultural and natural treasures.
Inscription of the Greater Blue Mountains
national park system on the World Heritage list of
properties means that it will be managed to an
improved standard. As a City within a World
Heritage Area we have a responsibility to protect
our local environment and stop it impacting
adversely on the World Heritage Area.
Blue Mountains Local Environment Plan 2005
was gazetted on 7 October 2005. If you were in
the Blue Mountains to read earlier issues of Hut
News you would have seen numerous battles
against inappropriate developments which
threatened our unique environment. Many
developers don’t care - they are just in it for the
money! Without prescriptive rules in place
Council was often helpless to prevent these
developments, and appeals to the Land and
Environment Court were costly and unsuccessful.
We needed the rules set out in a good Local
Environment Plan, and we got it in Local
Environment Plan 2005.
Local Environment Plan 2005 was more than 10
years in the making. It involved years of tireless
effort from dedicated planners, environmental
scientists and other specialists and councillors
and an unrelenting effort by the Society and other
environment groups and individuals to have the
environmental protections put in place.
It reflects a true community effort.
It all started in 1983 when the first Local
Environment Plan (LEP 4) was found to be
inadequate to deal with the pressures of urban
expansion and did not offer environmental
protection. Council resolved to prepare an
Environmental Management Plan (EMP) for the
whole of the Blue Mountains. This was a huge
task so in 1988 Council decided to first develop a
plan for just our fringe and rural areas as these
were under the most pressures for development.
This became LEP 91.
Meanwhile Council continued to prepare studies
and ask for community responses to studies such
as the Population Study, the Community Plan
and Heritage Study.
The review of the remainder of the Local
Government Area, not covered by LEP 91,
started in March 1994. The community was
invited to suggest what issues should be
addressed in a revised LEP through a series of
public meetings and submissions.
Draft LEP 97, exhibited in late 1997, attracted
over 1000 submissions from the community. Our
main concerns were its failure to protect creeklines, steep slopes and significant vegetation. It
was not a prescriptive plan with clear rules,
leaving much open to matters of opinion, i.e.
‘merit’ assessments. (continued on page 9)

The Road to Sustainability, with Ross Coster

STATIONARY ENERGY
We must reduce to zero our impact on the global atmosphere.
The big ticket item here, especially in Australia, is our emission
of harmful gases from stationary energy (electricity) plants.
Much of Australia’s electricity production is from burning brown
and black coal. Brown coal is the ugly sister here, producing
the most carbon dioxide per kilowatt hour (1.34kg per kWh).
This is the most common fuel type in Victoria. Black coal is not
much better (0.95kg per kWh) and is used extensively in NSW.
‘Natural’ gas is much better (0.47kg per kWh), but most of our
remaining ‘Natural’ gas is embedded in coal seams and shale
beds, and extracting it is difficult, expensive, and has other
environmental consequences.
So what can we do, as a society, to eliminate these fuel
sources?
The cheapest currently available ‘renewable’ electricity source
is wind. Wind farms have sprouted all over our country in
response to the Federal Government Renewable Energy
Target legislation, and for the most part this is a good thing.
We pay more for the electricity, but it is clean and renewable.
Wind-generated electricity is however not ‘reliable’ and is only
produced when the wind is blowing, and in varying quantities.
Spreading wind farms out across the landscape helps, as the
wind blows at different times in different places, but even so
wind can never be a total solution.
Once wind gets above about 30% of supply, some base-load
coal-burners will probably be converted to on-demand
‘peaking’ gas plants. This also is mostly a good thing, but gas
still produces emissions, and it comes from coal seams and
shale beds.
Solar photovoltaic (PV) panels are seen by many as a solution,
but again they are not reliable, only producing electricity when
it is sunny. Even if we built up enough solar PV to generate all
of our daytime electricity, we would still need peaking gas
plants for the evening and night.
So what is the answer? Solar Thermal with Heat Storage.
This technology uses mirrors to concentrate the Sun onto a
collector, heats liquid salts to 550 degrees, then uses the hot
salt to generate electricity through a steam turbine. All of the
energy produced is renewable, the salt can store the heat (in
insulated tanks) for when it is needed, and only about 1% of
the stored energy is lost per day of storage. This technology
can be used to generate both base-load and peaking
electricity, in various mixes, just by changing the size of the
heat storage tanks.
Build enough of these plants, and along with rooftop solar PV
and wind farms, Australia can have a 100% renewable
electricity grid.
The down side? Cost of course. Solar Thermal electricity is
nearly six times more expensive that black coal at present, and
is only available in arid areas a long way from the existing grid.
Are you willing to pay more for electricity that is clean,
renewable, non-polluting, and endless?
I am! Let’s get on with it!
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Ross Coster (Ross@coster.com.au)
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‘Blue Mountains – not a suburb of
Sydney’ Rally Sue Morrison

WELCOME TO
FAULCONBRIDGE!

Several Blue Mountains City councillors joined
BMCS members and other local residents at a
rally in Faulconbridge on Sunday 25 August to
protest the government’s plans for increased
urban growth in the lower Blue Mountains.

The NSW Government’s Draft Metropolitan
Strategy for Sydney includes the area from Faulconbridge to Lapstone as
part of the city’s ‘Metropolitan Urban Area’ where medium and high density
urban growth will be targeted, particularly along major transport corridors.
The remainder of the Blue Mountains is designated as ‘Metropolitan Rural
Area’ which will be available for future urban growth, agricultural production
and extractive industries.
Society President Peter Ridgeway explained how the NSW government’s
proposed top-down planning system requires local plans to incorporate
relevant state planning policies and regional growth plans such as the Draft
Metro Strategy, which targets a total of 39,000 new dwellings for the Penrith
and Blue Mountains local government areas.
Deputy Mayor Mark Greenhill, who spoke on behalf of Blue Mountains City
Council, said that 7,000 new dwellings had been proposed for the Blue
Mountains under the former Labor government’s Metropolitan Plan and a
similar or higher figure was likely to be required by the O’Farrell government
under a future Sub-regional Delivery Strategy.
This number of dwellings cannot be accommodated without compromising
the environmental values of Blue Mountains National Park and adjacent
natural areas, especially as the NSW government’s proposed planning
legislation will make it more difficult for residents to object to inappropriate
development.
Both Peter Ridgeway and Cr Greenhill pointed out that the Blue Mountains’
consolidated draft Local Environmental Plan, due for public exhibition in the
next couple of months, would be unlikely to provide sufficient environmental
protection against any future urban expansion.

Find out more about the Draft Metropolitan Strategy for Sydney and how it
fits in with the NSW government’s planning reforms on the Society’s website,
where you can download relevant fact sheets and letter templates: http://
www.bluemountains.org.au/planning-reforms.shtml.
What you can do: Write to the Premier, the NSW Planning Minister and
your local member objecting to the inclusion of the lower Blue Mountains in
the Metropolitan Urban Area. Ask them to ensure the protection of the entire
Blue Mountains
The Hon. Barry O’Farrell, MP
Premier of New South Wales
GPO Box 5341,
SYDNEY NSW 2001
office@premier.nsw.gov.au

Mrs Roza Sage, MP
Member for Blue Mountains
132 Macquarie Rd
SPRINGWOOD NSW 2777
bluemountains@parliament.nsw.gov.au
Ph: 02 4751 3298

The Hon. Brad Hazzard, MP
NSW Minister for Planning and Infrastructure,
Level 31 Governor Macquarie Tower
1 Farrer Place,
SYDNEY 2000
office@hazzard.minister.nsw.gov.au

Stuart Ayres, MP
Member for Penrith
Shop 23 Ground Floor, Penrith Centre
510-534 High Street
PENRITH NSW
penrith@parliament.nsw.gov.au
Ph. 02 4722 8660

JOIN Blue Mountains
Conservation Society,
or renew your membership online.
www.bluemountains.org.au
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Call for an end to
recreational hunting on all
public land in NSW
Amateurs are ineffective in fighting
the feral animal problem on public
land in NSW; report after report tells
us that. Comprehensive and
strategic programs managed and
planned by professionals and
executed by the professionally skilled,
will deliver the results we need. This
is why we are calling for an end to
recreational hunting on all public land
and an adoption of the approach
recently approved for National Parks.
Recreational hunting has been put on
hold temporarily in State Forests.
Given that there is no evidence
showing feral animal populations
have been impacted by the
thousands of hunters that hunt in
State Forests, it should stay that way.
The media has highlighted over the
past year horrific examples of illegal
hunting actions that have brought
about the maiming or death of
countless numbers of native animals
and threats to people's lives. No
hunting on public land will help put an
end to the risky and illegal hunting
culture we have seen in the
community that was led from the top
down by the Game Council.
Justin McKee, Campaign Coordinator
for National Parks Association of
NSW.
For more information:
www.nohunting.com.au

BMCS Planning and
Development
Resource Kit
Do you want to take action
on an environmental issue in
your neighbourhood or the
Blue Mountains more
broadly?
Do you want information
about the laws and
procedures relating to
development and
environmental protection?
Find out what YOU can do!
Go to the Planning and
Development Resource Kit
at http://
www.bluemountains.org.au/
pdrk-welcome.shtml
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Aussie “Flame House” wins eco prize

The dreadful election that was by Don Morison

A team from the University of Wollongong has won a
worldwide competition to design a zero-emissions solar
house by refitting an Australian fibro cottage. The
intercollegiate competition, which promotes innovative,
energy-efficient, solar-powered residential designs, was
hosted in Datong in northern China by the U.S.
Department of Energy (DOE), National Energy
Administration of China (the DOE’s Chinese counterpart),
and Peking University.

Long-term management of crucial environmental issues
has received scant attention from the major parties
during the 2013 federal election.

The University of Wollongong and the South China
University of Technology came first and second,
respectively, beating 19 teams from nine countries.
The Chinese team used low-cost native building
materials, namely bamboo and sugarcane, on its 775square-foot house—one of the smaller entries. The
exterior, interior, and furnishings were all finished in
bamboo. Discarded sugarcane fibre was pressed into
service as wall insulation. A reflecting pool surrounding
the house keeps it cool.
The 51-strong team from the University of Wollongong
built the Flame House - a retrofitted fibro cottage
designed to appeal to older clients nearing retirement.
Project Manager Lloyd Niccol says the competition is
about producing a home that is comfortable and
generates more energy than it consumes. "We're trying
to find some way to make an immediate and positive
impact on our environment," he said.
"There are eight million homes existing in Australia, and
quite a few hundred thousand fibro homes. Only 2 per
cent of those are replaced every year, so if we do want to
make a real impact...we thought the best way to do that
is to retrofit our homes. So it's showing how you can
bring the typical home built in the 1950s into the current
modern age so it’s comfortable, got all the amenities you
require, and produces more energy than it consumes."
The team used a range of technologies to modernise the
cottage. "The first thing that we've looked at is actually
removing the asbestos cladding and re-insulating the
home," Mr Niccol said. “We've replaced the single
glazing with double glazed unit. So really, that just drives
down the initial use for heating and cooling of the home,
and makes it far more efficient.

Professor Richard Kingsford of the University of NSW
lamented the low priority for the environment in an
opinion piece (SMH 21/8/13). Professor Kingsford
noted that only about 5% of all politicians have a
science degree and stated that “scientists … have a
responsibility to get more involved in influencing
decision makers”
It is important for environmentalists to understand the
impediments to specialist researchers such as scientists
and economists in the debate over environmental policy.
The academic ethos calls on such specialists to provide
objective advice to decision-makers about the likely
effects of alternative policy choices.
What politicians are paid for is to weigh up such advice
and balance the short-term versus the long-term results
of making such decisions, even at the risk of enduring
criticism and unpopularity in the short term.
The immediate reality of public discussion, especially in
the 2013 election campaign, centred around the shortterm demands of multiple players for gratification of their
sectional needs.
The mining industry and other big businesses continued
their push towards zero regulation and zero tax liability.
Sections of the media tried to enslave the politicians to
fulfilling their selfish commercial priorities as well as
confirming their own status as kingmakers. Issues were
dumbed down to short grabs that could fuel the 24 hour
news cycle. Galvanised by risk of losing individual
seats, the major parties relied ever more heavily on
simplistic research such as focus groups which seem
primarily designed to discover what issues cause voters
temporary bouts of fear or anger.
To get the environment a better deal in future elections
will require more than scientists becoming activists. It
will necessitate a mass outpouring of revulsion from
many sections of the community about the way the
handling of important issues has been trivialised and
manipulated.

"We've then retrofitted two types of solar panels to the
roof. We've then got a really, really innovative heating
and ventilation system. It's called the photovoltaic
thermal system, so we actually remove hot air from our
solar panels, which we can then use to heat and cool the
home."
Mr Niccol believes the team's competition entry could
form the basis of a commercially viable design for a
home. "We think it's definitely practical to retrofit homes
in Australia similar to what we've designed for the
competition," he said.
The prize-winning home will be pulled apart and shipped
back to the University of Wollongong to be used for
education and research.
Sources: http://www.abc.net.au/news/2013-08-12/fibro-cottage-winsinternational-eco-prize/ http://archrecord.construction.com/
news/2013/08/130816-Winners-Announced-in-China8217sFirst-Ever-Solar-Decathlon.asp
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Photo: The University of Wollongong's winning
entry - Illawarra Flame House. (Flickr: Brian
Grieb/annapolisarmada)
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COALPAC UPDATE: the wait continues!
by Brian Marshall
The May 2013 Hut News (No. 303 p5) provided a
Coalpac update dated April 22. I stated that the only
task remaining in Stage 2 of the assessment process,
as prescribed by Minister Hazzard, was for the DP&I to
complete its report for the Director General’s signature.
Stage 3 of the assessment process was to commence
with the DP&I report being posted on Planning’s website
and concurrently forwarded to the Planning Assessment
Commission for consideration by PAC2. (The PAC1
report rejected Coalpac’s proposal).
As of 30 August 2013, the DP&I’s report is still not on
Planning’s website. This means that the remaining
Stage 2 task has seemingly not been finalised and
Stage 3 has not been commenced. Why? What is
going on?
At a meeting with ‘Planning’ in April, the Society and the
Colong Foundation were advised that the intention was
for the DP&I’s report to be finished by mid to late May.
This intention failed because Coalpac was allowed until
May 29 to make its response to what it termed ‘Further
submissions on the PAC Review Report’.
Coalpac’s May 29 response contained incorrect rejections of matters raised by BMCS, the Colong Foundation
and the Lithgow Environment Group, so these groups
sought the formal right to reply; this was not permitted.
Nevertheless, the ‘Joint Groups’ comprehensively
analysed Coalpac’s May 29 contentions and sent the four
part response to Planning over the period from 9-21
June. This response by the ‘Joint Groups’ may have
been read by Planning, but it is not on the DP&I’s website
due to the latter being closed-off at the end of May.
Before going on holiday in late June, I was advised that
the DP&I’s report was imminent. On my return in late
July it still hadn’t materialised. Following more inquiries,
it was indicated (14 August) that “the Department expects
to finalise its assessment in the very near future and
forward its assessment report to the PAC for
determination”. It is now August 30!
There is no doubt that, as indicated by Planning, assessment of the Coalpac project is proving to be complex.
Substantial factors in this complexity are PAC1’s comprehensive condemnation of the proposal, the unique landscape which would be destroyed by Coalpac’s open-cut
and highwall mining intentions, the assessment process
running concurrent with an increasing awareness of the
health issues associated with open-cut mining and coal
transport, and the activism of those in the Cullen Bullen
Lifestyle Group Inc which value their amenity and refuse
to be ‘coal-lateral’ damage!
Coalpac has contributed to complexity by presenting
incomplete biodiversity reports, modifying the boundary to
its proposal, changing the open cut and highwall mining
footprints, and creating uncertainty in relation to the
biodiversity offsets package; all this before lodging its
Preferred Project Report (PPR) on April 9 2013.
Furthermore, should our informal advice be correct,
Coalpac has now amended its PPR1, persuaded senior
Planning staff to visit the region and be exposed to the
pro-mining case undiluted by contrary evidence, and
seemingly put much pressure on the DP&I through a
politically-based ‘back door’ campaign.
Printed on Australian-made 100% Recycled Paper

The assessment process devised by the Minister was
meant to be ‘hands off’ (from the Minister’s viewpoint)
and ‘open and aboveboard’; and this was initially the
case. Unfortunately, the longer it takes to release the
DP&I’s assessment report, the more concerned one
becomes about the ‘current’ transparency of the process 2
and the likelihood of political interference. Suspicion
regarding the latter is fomented by the proposed amendments to the Mining SEPP (State Environmental Planning
Policy) which, if passed, will effectively make the
economic benefit and ‘significance’ of a deposit the
principal assessment criteria, thereby lowering the
importance of environmental and social values.
It is sad that, just when the DP&I was developing a
broader appreciation of the values contributing to and
principles of ecologically sustainable development
(ESD)3, the focus of the NSW Government4 is
increasingly subjugated to narrowly based economics.
Regrettably, this Government sees the expedient price of
everything but the broader value of nothing! 5
What can you do now?
Email Premier O’Farrell (premier@nsw.gov.au) and
copy it to Minister Hazzard (office@hazzard.minister.
nsw.gov.au), and Chris Wilson - Development
Assessment Systems & Approvals (Chris.Wilson@
planning.nsw.gov.au); or by phone 02 9228 5239,
02 9228 5258 and 02 9228 6111 respectively.
Ask why the DP&I’s report is taking so long? And
why the report is apparently dealing with a
proposal which differs significantly from the one
placed on public exhibition?
Brian Marshall.
1

Coalpac is entitled to do this, as long as the ‘changes’ are not
of sufficient magnitude to comprise a new application – the
DP&I website states: “To lodge any required documentation
(e.g. Response to Submissions, revised EIS, or EA) or if you
would like to submit a modification application, please click
here. (for proponents/applicants only)”
2

Particularly when Coalpac and its highly-paid consultants
were allowed to comment extensively on the ‘Further
submissions’ relating to the PAC1 report and have their
comments placed on the DP&I’s website, whereas the Joint
Groups’ rejection of Coalpac’s arguments and opinions were
not so posted.
3

The importance of ESD in planning is fully recognised by the
Australian and Local governments (see http://
www.environment.gov.au/about/esd/index.html; http://
www.lgnsw.org.au/policy/ecologically-sustainabledevelopment)
4

This is despite the importance of the concept of ESD being
acknowledged and embraced by the NSW Government (see
http://www.parliament.nsw.gov.au/prod/parlment/
publications.nsf/key/SustainableDevelopment)
5

With apologies to Oscar Wilde - http://www.goodreads.com/
quotes/77057-nowadays-people-know-the-price-of-everythingand-the-value
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Concerns about proposed NSW planning reforms taken to Parliament House

Sue Morrison

I joined more than 60 others from
approximately 30 member
organisations of the Better
Planning Network at a recent lobby
day at NSW Parliament House.
The intention was to meet with
local MPs to raise awareness of
community concerns about the
planning reforms and to help them
understand the serious implications
of the two Planning Bills due to be
introduced into the NSW
Parliament in September.
Although the Members for Blue
Mountains and Penrith were
unavailable on the day, I heard a
comprehensive briefing about the
failures of the Planning Bills by
speakers from the Better Planning Network, including:
 removal of the principles of ecologically sustainable
development
 proposals to have 80% of development assessed as
exempt, complying or code-assessed without
community consultation
 reduction of environment protection zones
 restriction of legal appeal rights by the community
 risks of serious corruption in decision making because
of sweeping Ministerial powers.
The proposed reforms ignore the recommendations of an
earlier independent review of the NSW planning system,
as well as the majority of public submissions on the
Government’s 2012 Green Paper. The Better Planning
Network says the Bills are so fundamentally flawed the
government needs to go back to the drawing board.

What you can do
Public submissions on the White Paper A New Planning
System for NSW have now closed but you can still write
to the Premier, the NSW Planning Minister and the
Member for Blue Mountains expressing your concerns.
Sign the Better Planning Network’s online petition to have
the Planning Bills withdrawn and redrafted in consultation
with key community stakeholders. A link to the petition
can be found on the Society’s NSW Planning System
Reforms campaign page: http://
www.bluemountains.org.au/planning-reforms.shtml
Keep up to date with the latest news and lobbying
opportunities on the Society’s and Better Planning
Network’s Facebook pages:
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Blue-MountainsConservation-Society/137594649645830

https://www.facebook.com/BetterPlanningNetwork
A recent survey of planning professionals and individuals
involved in the planning reform process revealed that
92 per cent of respondents believed the planning
Wyn Jones - "The Blue Mountains – My Home"
reforms would advantage property developers while
Local scientist, musician and photographer, Wyn Jones,
88 per cent indicated they would disadvantage
gave a presentation at the National Landscapes Forum at
neighbourhoods affected by development. An
the Blue Mountains Cultural Centre in July.
overwhelming majority disagreed that the new
Wyn writes of his love for the Greater Blue Mountains World
planning system would deliver significant
Heritage Area, its wildlife and wilderness. He begins ...
environmental benefits.
In its submission on the White Paper the Independent
Commission Against Corruption expressed numerous
concerns about the Planning Bills, including the
“unfettered” discretion bestowed on decision-makers
(‘Planning reforms target for corruption: ICAC’,
Sydney Morning Herald, July 2, 2013).
Even the Director-General of Planning and
Infrastructure, Mr Sam Haddad, says the
government’s proposed reforms may have gone too
far, admitting in the Sydney Morning Herald (‘Top
official admits errors over draft planning laws’,
August 13, 2013) that it had gone further than
intended by removing judicial review rights, whereby
appeals can be lodged against planning decisions
that may have breached the law.
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“ ‘Ah Brother I am searching for the sites sacred to you,
Where you walk in silent worship and you whisper poems too.
Where you tread like me in wonder and your eyes fill up with tears,
As you see the tracks you’ve travelled down those fifty thousand
years.’
“This verse out of the poem ‘Sacred Sites’ by Denis
Kevans tells us all about the wonder of places natural
and our relationship to them. For when I look out at the
Blue Horizon anywhere in these the Greater Blue
Mountains, I see the reason for World Heritage and the
work and effort that has got us to this present day, a
great untouched landscape of the others. All those
others, non human others.”
Read more: http://www.colongwilderness.org.au/files/news/
wyn_jones_bmwh_means_to_him__landscapes_talk_2013_katoomba.pdf
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Loose Feathers, with Carol Probets
Have you ever come across a bird's nest while
gardening or bushwalking? Finding and following
the progress of a nest can be an enthralling
experience and a wonderful opportunity for
learning, but it's important to remember how our
presence can disrupt a breeding attempt.
Surprisingly, many people don't think to move
away from an active nest. I've seen groups of
people standing chatting right next to a nest
containing young, or picnicking under a tree
where there's an incubating bird.
There are several reasons why being close to a
nest can cause problems. The first is that we
may be keeping the parents away from eggs or
chicks for too long. Small birds need to feed their
chicks every few minutes, but if a potential
predator is nearby, they will hold off until it's safe.
Eggs can go cold or nestlings can starve. Move
right away until you know the bird has returned to
the nest.

Yellow-faced Honeyeater nest with 3 young, photo by Carol Probets.

Secondly, our presence can alert predators to the
nest. Think about currawongs or kookaburras that hang
around picnickers, or a fox following your scent at night.
If you've pruned or moved foliage around the nest it
might now be more visible. Birds site their nests very
carefully so they're hidden from crucial angles.
Thirdly, approaching or touching a nest can cause
premature fledging of the young. In other words, the
chick might jump out before it would otherwise have left.
Once out of the nest and unable to fly, it's even more
vulnerable to predators.
Actual desertion of a nest by the parents is rare but can
happen, especially at the building stage. But for most
species, the impulse to continue caring for eggs or
young is very strong. So, keeping the dangers in mind,
it's usually OK to approach a nest briefly and quietly for
a quick photo or look, as long as you move away
afterwards.
There is more potential for disruption when we don't
realise there's a nest nearby. It's good to be aware of a
few tell-tale signs that a bird might be nesting. The most
obvious include birds collecting or carrying nest material
(twigs, bark, grass, cobweb, feathers, etc) or carrying

food to feed chicks. Seeing a bird repeatedly going into
the same shrub or tree, especially if it's carrying
something, is a good sign that the nest (or a just-fledged
chick) is there. But remember that birds will usually
approach the nest by an indirect route, for example
entering a shrub on the opposite side and then moving
through the dense branches.
Small birds have to be ingenious in their design and
placement of nests. Usually less than 50% of nesting
attempts by small birds are successful, sometimes far
fewer, with most eggs and nestlings falling victim to
predators. The successful ones tend to be the most
predator-savvy with the best camouflaged, well-hidden
or least accessible nests.
Why not make it an aim this spring to discover what
birds are nesting in and around your garden. Watch,
make notes, and try to ensure they are left in peace until
the young are flying.
Carol Probets
origma@westnet.com.au
Twitter: @carolprobets

Federal Election Questionnaire - Lessons learned
The Society asked the eight candidates for the Federal seat of Macquarie
four questions and placed the answers on our website.
We had responses from five candidates (in the order they appear on the
ballot paper) - Christian Democrat, Labor, Australia First, The Greens, Sex
Party. Three others, including our sitting member Louise Markus (Liberal),
did not respond.
In hindsight we might have interviewed the candidates from the major
parties earlier, as we did know very early who the candidates would be.
It is not our position to recommend a candidate, as besides alienating all
the other candidates and their supporters, our constitution requires us to
be unbiased politically. We can inform our members and the public what
the candidates’ position is on important environmental issues so that
people who are concerned about those issues can make informed
decisions, and we need to find a way to reach outside our usual audience.
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The Gardens of Stone
Visitors Map

$7.50 plus $1.50 postage.
Buy the map online
(www.bluemountains. org.au)

BUSHCARE GROUP
The Valley of the Waters Bushcare
Group meets on the second Saturday
of each month, 9am till noon. Tools
and gloves are available. Bring a
drink, a snack and a sunhat. New
members are always welcome.
Phone Karen 4757 1929.
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Membership Application
Form

Protecting our local environment—protecting World
Heritage (continued from page 3)
In response Council asked for a Commission of Inquiry to assess the
wide range of concerns raised. This inquiry was conducted in June/
July 1998 and attracted a record number of 311 submissions. Of
these, 126 also made oral submissions and some took the Commissioner on site visits (in the snow!). Local environment groups presented convincing cases to the Commissioner, helped by many local experts who volunteered their time and expertise.
In March 1999 a major review of the DLEP commenced with Council
investing huge resources into mapping, data collection and analysis to
implement the Inquiry findings (released Jan 1999).
DLEP 2002 evolved after another 3½ years of dedicated work by
council planners and further community involvement – 1404 community submissions were received covering 6,500 different matters (Oct/
Dec 2002). The Society’s submission contained 65 pages of detailed
information, resulting from over 500 hours of direct effort by members.
The Society also invested funds and time to ensure residents understood key issues.
In November 2003 major proposed amendments to the previously
exhibited Draft 2002 Plan were exhibited for public comment. This
resulted from the review of community submissions. In addition there
was the Bushland Protection Order which was part of DLEP 2002.
Community members attended public meetings and made 115 submissions before an amended BPO was adopted.
In December 2003 council adopted an amended DLEP 2002 which
was sent to the State Government to review and gazette. Almost two
years later, with much positive intervention from Bob Debus, it
emerged as LEP 2005.
LEP 2005 is a tribute to the council and community working together
and dedicated to get it right to protect this unique place.

Weird and wonderful by Christine Davies
I found this tiny creature on my kitchen bench and emailed the
photo to Australian Museum’s ‘Search and Discover’ for
identification. Here is their response:
“A very interesting find! You have photographed the young
nymph of a strange katydid grasshopper called Zaprocheilus
australis. It mimics a section of dead twig or bark by day and
feeds almost excusively on pollen and nectar, like a bee, but at
night! To see what the adult looks like, and to get more
information on this very unusual group of grasshoppers, please
check the following web link. Your insect is the 5th image
down:-http://bunyipco.blogspot.com.au/2008/05/pollen-andnectar-feeding-katydids.html”

(Use capitals please—even for email address)
Name(s) 1. …………………………………….
2. …………………………………….
3. …………………………………….
Address: ……………………………………...
……………………………………PC ………
Phone(s) ………………………………………..
Email …………………………………………
I/We agree to support the aims and
objectives of the Society as set out on reverse
side of this membership application:
Please sign if named above.
Signature(s) 1. ………………………………..
2 …………………………………
3 …………………………………
MEMBERSHIP FEES (please circle one item)
Single $30 Concession (Senior/Student)$20
Household $35 Household Concession $25
Corporate (negotiable)
Membership (circled above) $ ………
Donation (tax deductible)
$ ………
Bushwalkers: please add
$20 per walker per annum. $ ………
TOTAL AMOUNT
$.............
Note: All fees include GST at the relevant rate.
Send my copy of Hut News by
Please tick box
mail
internet only
Would you like to be involved in any of the
following activities or working groups? (Please
underline): Land use/development issues;
Environmental Education; Threatened species
issues; Web or database management; Plant
nursery assistance; Bushcare; Publicity/
photography; Water quality/sourcing studies;
Society administration.

□

□

ENQUIRIES: Phone (02 4757 1872
Email: membership@bluemountains.org.au

Please cut out and forward this form
with your cheque or money order to:
Blue Mountains Conservation Society Inc.
PO Box 29, Wentworth Falls NSW 2782
or pay online at www.bluemountains.org.au

I then asked about what looked like legs, and in another
photo, a pair of wings protruding from the insect’s mouth?
Do they eat insects at any stage?
“The parts which you describe as the 'legs of a small insect
that the katydid is eating' are actually its mouthparts, and it
looks like it is cleaning something off its foot in one of the
images. Most invertebrates have quite complex mouthparts
which help manipulate, orient, and cut up the food before it
is eaten. The following weblink should show some of these
parts:-http://www.insectsexplained.com/03external.htmu
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Insect_mouthparts ”
Fascinating!
The Australian Museum’s Search & Discover website is:
http://australianmuseum.net.au/SearchDiscover
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Macro photo of Zaprocheilus
australis, taken at Blackheath
on 24 August 2013.
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BLUE MOUNTAINS
CONSERVATION SOCIETY
Blue Mountains Conservation Society is a
community organisation working to achieve
the preservation and regeneration of the
natural environment of the Greater Blue
Mountains.
The Society believes that World Heritage
status provides an opportunity for local
community members to become custodians of
the unique biodiversity and scenery of the
Blue Mountains.
The Mission of the Society is to help conserve
the natural environment of the Blue
Mountains.
The Aims and Objectives
of the Society are to:

 Disseminate and foster an understanding
of the ideals of Conservation.

 Promote the need for ecological
sustainability.

 Protect the natural environment—flora,
fauna, habitat, water, land and air.

 Actively oppose those human activities
which degrade or destroy the natural
environment.

 Repair the adverse effects of human
activities upon the environment.

 Encourage the love of the natural

environment by conducting a regular
program of bushwalks.

 Increase the pool of expert knowledge

about the natural environment, through
meetings, excursions, research and other
activities.

 Provide information to the public on

matters of Conservation, especially
through the Conservation Hut at the
Valley of the Waters, Wentworth Falls.

 Maintain close and friendly relations with
like-minded groups.

Welcome to new members
Bev O’Gorman, Brooklyn
Jack O’Gorman, Brooklyn
Robert Kell, Glenbrook
Glenis Stofberg, Winmalee
Marcus Waldmann, Manly
Michaela Bisch, Manly
Mark Ley, Woodford

BLUE MOUNTAINS
CONSERVATION SOCIETY Inc
‘Like' us on Facebook:
Blue Mountains Conservation Society
Follow us on Twitter: bmcsnsw

Down the Wallaby Track: a backward glance, with John Low

OF LYREBIRDS, EMUS AND WOMBAT POO
Unlike earlier commemorations it has been pretty clear during this
year’s bicentenary that, beyond the region, the Blue Mountains
crossing has lost much of its former importance. Supplanted in the
national myth by feats of military and sporting prowess, the events of
1813 are (hopefully) being rediscovered as part of a more regional
story. Can we begin to see the “dauntless three” not as legends but as
human beings, flawed and of their time, and find in their journal
accounts insights of local interest?
I was thinking about this when I read Carol Probet’s column in the last
issue of Hut News. The 1813 expedition ventured out during late
autumn and early winter (11 May-6 June) and I was reminded of a
comment (source forgotten) that Blaxland and company had little
interest in the natural history of the landscape through which they
journeyed. While it’s true they were primarily motivated by business
self-interest, observations on geology, climate, soil, flora and fauna do
feature in their journals and though much of this is utilitarian in
character and beauty proved largely illusive, hints of a more
imaginative ‘wonder’ are present.
For instance, coming as it does after an expression of annoyance at the
prickly underbrush they were encountering, am I wrong in detecting a
hint of excitement and anticipation in the note made by Blaxland of their
first sighting of wombat tracks; or of that excitement tempered later by
disappointment in Wentworth’s comment that, though traces were
numerous, “we never had a glimpse of the animal altho’ we saw his soil
quite fresh in several places”? The oddness and mystery surrounding
Australian animals was still tweaking the European imagination in 1813.
Carol’s article also reminded me that Wentworth, only recently back
from school in England, his young mind buzzing with classical and
romantic poetry, included in his journal a brief catalogue of birds
encountered. Firmly of the belief that birds were “not numerous”, he
nevertheless mentions a number of participants in Carol’s winter
chorus: With the rituals of lyrebird romance beginning in the valleys
“we several times heard the pheasant sing”; there were “black
cockatoos”, if not Glossy Blacks possibly Yellow-tailed BlackCockatoos; and could some of those honeyeaters Carol describes
feeding on the winter-flowering banksias have been among the “small
birds which mostly live in the brushes (some of them of very beautiful
plumage)”?
Though the lonely cry of the “few crows [ravens]” he records might
have enhanced his sense of “the most barren aspect imaginable”, it is
not unthinkable that the Mountain winter bird experience afforded
Wentworth moments of enjoyment
very similar to our own. Even
Blaxland, once described by
Governor Bligh as interested in
“nothing but making money”, was
twice moved to make reference to
the presence of the (now vanished)
emu in the Mountains, on one
occasion “heard on the other side
of the gully, calling continually in
the night”. I like to think this was
not solely because it interrupted
his sleep!
John Low
(grizzlybear3au@yahoo.com)
Photo: (Illustrated Australian News,
January 1, 1891)
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Hands off our LEPs Campaign

Please sign the petition
The Petition referred to on page 1 was published on page 11 of the hard
copy of this newsletter.
What you can do:
Download and print the Petition to Minister Brad Hazzard and the
Mayor asking for a three month consultation period for the draft Blue
Mountains LEP – get as many signatures as you can and return to the
Society.
If you cannot access the petition by clicking on the above link, go to the
Hands Off our LEP webpage accessed via the Campaigns menu. Then
scroll to the end of the page.
We need as many signatures on the petition as possible in order to send
a clear message that the Blue Mountains community wants meaningful
community consultation on the new LEP.
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BLUE MOUNTAINS CONSERVATION SOCIETY Inc: BUSHWALKING ACTIVITIES
Membership of the bushwalking group is open to Society members. The BMCS Bushwalking Guide which explains the
numbered grades can be found on the Society’s website www.bluemountains.org.au or can be posted on request. For more
information call Maurice Kerkham 4739 4942 email mauricekerkham@hotmail.com or write to PO Box 29, Wentworth Falls
2782. Late changes to the program will be published on the website.
SATURDAY WALKS: Usually a full day longer walk at a faster pace. Bring morning tea, lunch and adequate water. If you are
a new walker to Saturday walks, before attending contact the designated contact person or the Group Co-ordinator Jim Percy—
phone 4758 6009, email jp34@tpg.com.au Check www.bluemountains.org.au for updates.
Saturday Walks driver reimbursement: In an effort to ensure that car drivers are adequately compensated for the use of their
vehicles a driver reimbursement policy applies (Check www.bluemountains.org.au Saturday Walks page for details)
Sep 16-20 (4 nights) Trip to Wombeyan Caves. Refer June or July Hutnews or the Website (www.bluemountains.org.au).
If you would like to participate - Check with Jim 4756 6009. There may be vacancies.
Sep 21
Cape Horn Adventure - includes a descent by rope. Party limit: 8. Bring map, compass, whistle, 1.5l water, morn/tea
and lunch. Currently fully booked, but a cancellation list is in place – phone HUGH 4757 3145 after
8pm; email: hue.s@optusnet.com.au or Mobile 0423 309 854 (text if unanswered). Maps Cullen Bullen/Ben Bullen.
Sep 28
A classic Wild Dogs walk – Ironpot Ridge – Ironpot Mtn - Ironmonger Hill – Ironmonger Spur - Breakfast Creek Carlons Creek – Steep descent of 300 M. Leader Warwick 4757 1354. Meet Blackheath Stn C/P 8.15am. 12Km Gr 3 Map
Jenolan
Oct 5 (LWE)
A Crossing of the Blue Mountains of NSW 2013 Day 5. Wentworth Falls to Blackheath via Bruces Walk Pt 2
and Grand Canyon. Leader Jim 4758 6009. Meet Blackheath Stn C/P 8.15am. 14Km Gr 3 Map Katoomba
Oct 12
Gardens of Stone - ridges to West of Carne Crk. Wilderness. Part exploratory. Party limit: 8. Bring map, compass,
whistle, 1.5l water (min), morning tea and lunch. These walks fill up weeks ahead, but a cancellation list is in place –
email: hue.s@optusnet.com.au or phone Leader Hugh 4757 3145 after 8pm 0423 309 854 (SMS if unanswered). For details
contact Leader. Map Cullen Bullen
Saturday walkers Crossing of the Blue Mountains of NSW 2013 – For the full program, click on the following link if reading
Hut News on line. Or copy http://www.bluemountains.org.au/bm-crossing-2013.pdf into your browser
MONDAY LEISURE WALKS: Short Day walks of 3-5 hours, suitable for walkers of an average fitness. Bring morning tea and
lunch and adequate water. The Group Co-ordinator is Keith Dorrian, 4736 1010, keithdor53@hotmail.com
Sep 16
Castle Head. Different view of Solitary. Meet Katoomba Rail Station north side. Car Pool—fare $6. Maurice
4739 4942. Grade 2.
Sep 23
Apprenticeship Bridge Track. New walk. Katoomba to Wentworth Falls (Can leave walk at Leura). Contact Bob
4784 1060. Grade 3.
Sep 30
Mt. Piddington. Meet Mt. Victoria rail Station 9-50am. Liz 4754 4966. Grade 2.
Oct 7
Furber Steps to Landslide & return. “Along the Federal Pass”. Meet Katoomba Rail Station Car Park 8-30am. Car
pool. Eddie 4784 2691. Grade 2
Oct 14
Cowan to Brooklyn “Take in Jerusalem Bay.” Meet Strathfield Station below Platform 2 at 8-40am. Ros 47 333 880.
Grade 3. 13.2kms. Steep descent & ascent; long day.
THURSDAY PLEASURE WALKS: Walks 2-3 hours conducted at a leisurely pace to suit walkers on the day. Bring morning
tea, adequate water and lunch if noted. Group Co-ordinator is Beverley Thompson, 4757 2076, roybev12@bigpond.net.au
Sep 12
WALK CHANGE. Hanging Rock Blackheath. View over Grose Valley. Car pool. Take lunch. Meet Blackheath
Neighbourhood Centre 9.45am Grade 2 Beverley 4757 2076
Sep 19
Hyde Park - Mid Hartley. Easy walk to Lett River. Car pool. Take lunch. Meet Mount Victoria Stn 9.50am Grade 1
Maurice 4739 4942/
Sep 26
Dee Why to Manly. Great coastal and beach walk. Meet top of escalators Central Stn 9.30am Take lunch. Grade 2.
Maurice 4739 4942
Oct 3
Bus trip to Glen Davis, $12. Book and pay Beverley 4757 2076. Meet Council Depot South St North Katoomba
8.00am sharp. Take lunch. Grade 1. Maurice 4739 4942
Oct 10
Evans Crown. Climb up to granite summit with spectacular views. Car pool $5. Lunch at Tarana Pub or take your
own. Meet Mount Victoria Stn 9.50am. Grade 2. Barrie 4782 9235
Oct 17
October Ridge, Mount Wilson. View beautiful wild flowers and rock formations. Car pool $5. Take lunch. Meet
Mount Victoria Stn 9.50am. Grade 2. Beverley 4757 2076.

Prince Henry Cliff Walk
This walking track was constructed between 1934 and 1936
and named in honour of a son of King George V, Prince
Henry, Duke of Gloucester, who had spent 20 minutes at
Katoomba railway station earlier in 1934.
It is listed in Blue Mountains City Tourism’s top 10 medium
walks (http://www.bluemountainscitytourism.com.au/
downloads/top-50-bushwalks.pdf) and is very popular with
visitors to the Blue Mountains.
NPWS has advised that part of the walking track between
Lady Darley’s Lookout and Cliff View Lookout at
Katoomba has now re-opened. This section of track had
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been closed since mid July while major repairs were
underway to repair fire damage.
The Buttenshaw Bridge, connecting Elysian Rock and
Olympian Rock, Leura, has been closed for many months,
forcing a circuitous detour in the Prince Henry Cliff Walk.
The rehabilitation of this bridge by Blue Mountains City
Council would greatly enhance visitors’ appreciation of the
cliff top.
The Prince Henry Cliff Walk overall provides an accessible
introduction to the diversity of the Blue Mountains and
what we should all appreciate about this region, but only if
it is kept in usable condition.
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