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S0CIETY ACTIVITIES

CENSUS of WILD LIFE: (continuing activity)

A census form is awailable from the Secretary if you have
not already obtained one, - )
+ This form lays out areas of habitat and various other details
that are required to form a complete survey of our areas

The purpose of this census is : Scientific - to determine
what wild 1ife exists at the present time so that it can be
calculated in the future years the increase or decrease of
individual species; = Educational - to create an interest ameng
the members of the natural history around us, '

It is necessary that this census be made so we can follow
through the functions of conservation and the protection of
indiginous flora and fauna, '

LYREBIRD SANCTUARY: The society has deteriined to continue in its
efforts to have the areas of Vacant Grown Land in the Yellow Rock
area declared as a sanctuary and study area for the Lgrebird,

Mach more work is needed to determine populations and habit
in this area and to such end any information gathered by members
would be extremely useful., For further information econtact
Mr, F.Martin of Singles Ridge Road North Springwood.

Members of the Sociely investigated the area off the Long
Angle Gully Trail. This was an area of wet schlerophyl forest
along a creek that led back to Singles Ridge Road,

Some evidence of the Lyrebird was found and the area seemed
of the type that could lead to a form of management that could
increase the number of the species.

Plenty of audible evidence is available that the bird habits
the area but it was deecided that much more investigation would
be required before we had a case to place before the Minister,

THIS SOCIETY has been constituted to further the aims of
Conservation and it would be pleased to regeive any information
on any aspect of wildlife ( flora and Fauna } that we could
investigate or help in any way.

If you have any information that you consider would be of
velue to usy; or have any specific undertaking that you would
like us to help with, please drop a note to the Secretary
Mr, G.Croghan; 3 Gwen Crescent Warrimoo.
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BIRD OF THE MONRH ,......The Lyrebird Menura novae-hollandiae
' Menurs alberti

Menura - (Iarge tail-freek) of NewrHolland

MENURA novae-hcllandiae
DISTRIBUTION: South-eastern Australia, from Stanthorpe in

southern Queensland to Victoria.

NEST: Bulky structure of twigs sticks and fern with entrance
at the side - ususlly logated on rocky ledges or in the
end of hollow logs, the top of Tree Fern or betwesn the
trunks of smeil trees.

EGG: Light stone grey to purplish brown, regularly blotched
with deeper tones. Breeding season May to July. Youmg
leaves the nest about September,

MENURA alberti

Similar to the Lyretail Menura but restricted to an area

in the northeast of Ne.S.W. from the Macpherson Ranges to 2

the Richmond River,

NOTES, These two Australian birds are the survivors of a very

ancient race of birds, this is indicated by certain small

bones around the eyes that are only found in"few other species
of birds all descended from ancient types.

This bird discovered in the bush by a party from Parramatta
in 1998 it was in dangsr of extinction by the &84 of the 19#h
century, It was much priged as a table bird and also for its
magnificent tail plumage which sold for as much as five
shillings in those days.

The haunt of the Lyrebird is in the dense pelm briishes and
fern gullies of rain forest &ress and wet schlerophyl forests
vere they feed on the small crustacians and grubs to be found
in the forest litter.

One bird may form a number of mounds in its area or
territory of which all are used, one however being a favourite
dancing place.

The main enemy of the bird these days is the fox and the
feral cat, they seem to avoid bush fires in the main probahly
by thier agility.

The bird is totally protected by law and it is even an
offence to have a set of tail plumes in your possefion,

(Refer to Cayley's "What Bird is That" - Barrett's

"Australian Animal Book" and others)
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THE FEATHER.

Feathers are the exclusive product of birds, there have been
some imitations — the tail of the Sugar Glider, the plumes of
some crustaceans - the true feather is of complex detailed
structure wich a multiplieity of funetions.

A typical feather consists of a midrib (rachis) with a large
number af parkallel filaments on each side forming vanes. These
filamenis are in turn ®feathered’ with tiny barbules which in
turn carry a series of hocks which engage with neighbouring
barbules not only of their own fil=ment bub those of the adjoining
filament, When the hooks are so engaged the whole feather is
inverlocked to form a nearly airtight surface of amazing strength
and lightness,

The complicated structure of the feather makes it almost immuns
to demage - with rough handling the tiny barbules disengage
without breaking and automatiically reengage when preened, Thus
the birds have an invisable mending service and quick repair with
all ordinary accidents,

The feather performs at least four functions = the two most
obvious being to Provide a covering for the body and to provide
efficient wing and tail surfaces for flight, these being distinguished
a8 contour feathers and flight feathers respectively.

In addition te the above there are the down feathers which are
very importent in maintaining the warmth of the body and powder
down,a feather that breaks up intec a powder and is used by the
bird 1ike fullers earth for the dryeleaning of the plumsge generally

The structure of the down f sather is much finer and the
barbules Jack the little hooks so the whole can be fluffed up
into a mass whose function is to entrap air. Fluffing of the °
down is contrflled by the internal temperature of the bedy, this
is why birds lock plumper in the cold weather, and in the heat
they press the feathers close to the body to reduce the insulating
layer,

Some birds; notably the ducks,moult much of their down during
nesting time, the moulted down is used to make the nest snug
and warm. The Eider Duck is the most famous fer this, true
eiderdown giving the maximum heat insulation for the least weight
for human sleepers, The bird has been almost extermmnated but to
some people this does not seem to matter., The birds pay the
penelty for producing something more efficient than man can make,
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FILM NIGHT.

At the February mesting of the Sosiety three films were shown
which wers both entertaining and Iinformestive, The films were
projected by Mr. Garrick who prcvided the projector and gawve of
his valuehle time to help us make this an enjoyable night.

The films shown wers all of & natural history theme and showdd
that learning could be fun,

"The Web of Lifs® a ssries put cul by the Brittanica led us
through the basisg formation of & habited ares from bare mock and
the production of scll to a climaxed forested community. The
film emphasssed the interdepsndance cf all 1iving thiqgs on esch
other, underiining the axipm of the survivel of the fitest and
the natural contrel of animal peoulations by predation and the
avallability -of the feed supply.

"Natures Half Acre hy Disney needs no amplification. This
is one of the classies of filmland both in its exesution and its
subject matter, This film would stir ewen the most hard to the
wonders and beauty of naturs,

¥Merura® a tale of the Superb Lyrebird was a film of the
activities of that bird through all its life history, Some
beautiful sequences of the nest care of the fledzeling were
shown, This was a film the like of which further showings would
be viewed with continuous enjoyment.

Our thanks go to Mr. Croghan for the crzanising of this nighi
= 1t was such a success that we are cmsidering ancther nightt
of films soomn.

JANUARY - MARCH PROJECT.

This study invclves the reptiles of the area as it is at this
time that they are most active.

Information is required on the breeding habits, number and
survivel rate of young, occurance of species, any real life
stories of interest.

For our records we need any photographs, slides or prints,
newspaper or magazine articles, any records associated with
these animals,

The project covers all types of reptiles - snakes, 1izards
frogs, tortoises eta,

Flease submit any papers ete, to Mr. Paish Lee Road North
$pringwood or contact same for further information,




CAMP FIRES OF THE PAST,

The oldest camp fire yet found by seientists in Anstralia
was discoverad t¢ have been 1'% about 24350 B.G..

Rewains of this anclent eooking fire wers located near
Loke Menindsa, It is expected that similar reliss will be
found during the present drought when old sand ridges will
begin to move,

What a atery these campfires could tell of the psoples
who bullt them and of the great changes thal have taken placs,

ing that time we are told, thers were periods when the
ares was much more like desert, and othsr pericds when hesvier
Toraste grew.,

Cther very cld cock fires have besu unearthed in the
Nul lexbor Caves {16350 B.C.), Capertee (9700 B.C.) and the
Royai Nationsl Park at Curracorang (5500 B.C.)

So next time you are camping you may be building your
fire over a camp site that is four times as cld as the pyrdmids

of Efgypt.

( Extract fron the Junior Tree Warden }

Mr, Uddll, Secretery of the Interior of the U.S.A. who was
tallking about America — but his remarks could be applied te
Australia too. He referred to what he called "the quity erisis®

America stands today poised on the pirmacle of wealth and
power; yet we live in a land of vanishing beauty, of an overall
environment that is daily diminished by pollution; noise and
blight - what can we do about this blight that is spreading
over our country side as a result of moderndevelopment,

Landscape preservation is only one facet of the whole complLex
bussness of Conservation - it is as much a form of plannéng fob
the future as saving the past. Now and then we are able to say
‘Here's a magnificent piece of scenery - let's save it for all
time < this we must do, But we mist do far more,

We do not want a country consi sting of & few "beauty spots"
and nature reserves separated by great stretches of devastated
countryside and linked by featureless highways,
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SATIN BOWER BIRDS.
Scme notes and impressions from a lecture by Mrs. Vellenger.

Under the direction of the C.S.I.E.0. & program of banding
the Satin Bower Bird has been underteken and continued observations
of the banded birds is underway., &s well as the obvious necessity
of obiaining infermation of our native fauna this project is aimed
at determining the age of the mgles when they cbtain thier blue
plumkage, the nesting arnd feeding habits and the range of the
birds,

To band the birds a simple trap is made with a catchimg box
at the end, The trap is of wire netiing with food placed in it

with a simple drop stick flap operated by a string. The birds are
attracted te the vicinity of the trap by food trays placed armund
the area of the trap. The birds are not effected by the trabing
and are unharmed by the handling of experts such as the Vellengers
Banded birds have been repeatedly recaptured which shows they
are not harmed or feariwl of the contrapticn,

When captured ; each bird is banded wusing a numbsered tag
(alumim.um§ and two ecloured bands of plastic. By various combinations
of six different colours and the metal bands a large numbegr of
varéations can be obtained. Over 300 birds have been banded in the
last twe years and each individuasl has its own cclour sequence
so that a bird can be recognised without capture and reading the
numbered btag., If any banded birds are seen, the location of the
bands should be noted(i.e. left leg black on white: right leg
metal band) and the information to the losation of the bird and
its actions should be contacted to Mrs. Vellenger, Coniston Road
Leura, or the secretary of this organizaticn.

As each bird is capiured details of its welght, colour of eyes
and beak, colour of gape, conditicn of moit. and general physical
condition and other relevent informztien is noted. ALT these
details are noted in a banding bock and easch individusl is noted
on a card, Subsequent sightings and physieal eondition is entered
on each Individuels eard, sc in time a histery of each birds
habits travels, age and physiecal condition is ebtained,

The job of eonducting a banding program is arducus; tedious
and painstaking and Mrs, Vellenger is to be congratulated on
undertaking such a worthwhile job.



(8)

BLUE MOUNTAIN TREES by Don Perrin

No, 1 of a Series in which we spotlight for you a tree from that

beckoning wilderness; the Blue Mountains Bush.
ANGOPHERA costata; :

Prebebly the most talked about tree on the Blue Mountains and
probably the tree most often spared by the axeman, is the smoothe
barked Angophera, Despite one of its common names "Sydney Red Gum"
it is not a Eyealypt although very clesely related. It is however
commonly taken for e Eucalypt and is even referred to in some
souncil and surveyors maps as 'gum’ to destinguish it from
neighbouring stringybarks, bloodwecods etc.

HOW TO RECOGNISE THE ANGOPHORA COSTATs i

Angophera costata is a smooth barked, ultimately large tree.

In summer the bark peels in irregular oval pieces leaving a dimpled
effect, The newly disclosed bark is bright orange=brown or pink-
brown but changes in Autumn and Winter to a salmom—pink o leaden
grey brown.

The foliage is distinectly greenish contrasting with the grey-=
green of most Eucalypts. :

Having singled out a tree that you suspect is an Engophora
costata examine the leaves, leaves of Angophora are always oppositely
arranged on the stem, If the leaves confound you by appearing
alternate as in Eucalypts make a closer inspection and you may -
find that some leaves have broken away from thier opposite: parteners.

To be sure of your identification obtain some ‘mits® from the
tree and you should discover that these are ribbed,

The word Angophora refers to the vessel shaped fruit - theword
costata refers to the ribbed nature of the fruit.

The essential botanical difference between Eucalypts and
Angophora: the Eucalyptus bud has a cap(operculum) and the flower
has no petals = The Angophora has no cap and the flower has petalss,

NATURAL REGENERATION: You will often discovér seedlings under
this tree. For the first few weeks of 1life they appear as two
Kidney-shaped leaves, bright green and each about the size of a
five cent piece. Marked and spared from the lawn mower and the
cultivator these will quickly grow into delightful saplings.

PROPACATION: Without regemeration it is all too evedent that
the tree will gradually disappear from our parks and gardens.

It would be gross neglect to allow. such a distinctive element of our
Blue Mountains environment to be wiped out - in default of a Iittle
effort ]

SEED SOWING: Collect brown coloured fruit from the tree; place
in a box or.paper bag in a light sunny position.. Seeds will soon
emerge, sow these sedds in the usual way.
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