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ANHUAT, SUBSCRIPTICHES ARE NOW DUE!
Use the form in this [ewsletter to renew your membership.

Donastions are always welcome.

EDITORIAL

UNITED WE STAKD - DIVIDED TEE TREES TFALL

The conservation movement fsces a3 daunting tesk - we

challenge the status cuo. liew ideas and philosophies are zlways
resisted - in this case quite strongly. The problems faced in
south Yest Tasmenia exemplify this. A silent resistsnce is en
ignored resistance. Cpposition needs to be noticed for change %o
eventuate. This requires untiring effort on the part of the
conservaetion movement, which in turn places ever-incressing
pressure on the "movementsS" workers. A concerted effort is
required by all interested members. This newsletter outlines
several practical ways you can help - don't lesve 211 the work
to a few. ‘e can only do so much, and so much needs doeing. The
development applications end projects sre coming thick and fast.
Help us to help the environment, or indeed the trees may fall.

THEYRE
HURUING THEIR
BOoiES N FRONT
oF THE RoYAL
BULDoZERS !

BAD NEWS, SIRE,

THE PEASANTS Ame
PROTESTING YOUR

NEW Dam siTE!
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This will be the innual General Keeting and election of
office besrers. Brisn [Kills hess resigned as Fublicity Cfficer due
to other commitments. e are sorry to lose Brisn and thsnk him for
his contribution to the Society.

“E NEED MEMBER PARTICIPATICON.
There will be slides of Fysll Lskes Lational FPark in

flower snd s few of the Colo River below Boorsi Ridge.

KOTICE CF NOTICK for Annusal Genersal FMeeting by Richard Phillipps

Seconded by Wwendy Godfrey.

I propose that the name of the Lower Blue Mountsasins

Conservation Society be changed to reflect the wider

geogravhical spresd of members snd the far less parochial

role it is evolving in the community, also the need to

cover the sdjcining llepean area. Ffor the purpose of

discussion I move thst we csll the society,

"The llepesn and lountsins Conservation oSociety".

The lsme would mesn more to the bodies and politicisns

we lobby snd give more weight to our sctions and opinions.
R. Phillipps.

BACKGRCUND
The Society has been asctive in the following issues;

G.B. Reef, 5.W. Tesmania, Plsnt Variety Rights legislstion,
Iroposed Moxic W‘aste Incinerstor st "etherill Fark, Landuse on
Hewnes rlatesu near Bell, B.M.C.C. Statement of Cbjectives, Hazsrd
Reduction bg contrecl burning, Clesring below Elcom Transmission
Lines, Development snd lollution in the Blue lMountszins, Lasnduse on
the Esstern Escerpment, Preservation of Derks Common, Appointment
of Environmental Cfficer to B.M.C.C., Industrisl Development in
the Blue lountains, Year of the Tree, Jolsr Access, lisinforests,
Tnvironmental Legisiation, Decleretion of lluclear I'roce Zone for the
Blue lountsins, Lsasndscape Analysis of Housing Comnission Site at
kulgoe, Penrith uerrying(Lskes) Scheme, BE.lK.C.C. Ilections ete,
etc, etc, etc. (By no mesns listed in order of importance)

NCVEMEER 12TE MZTTING
B.K.C.C. Aldermsn, Dsvid March, will be our guest speskere.
Topic; Industrisl Development end other issues at members'
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PAST MEETINGS

A very entertaining evening with slides of Wasrrumbungles
N. FPark, Ksputar N. Fark, Newnes Flatesu, Colo River snd
Berrington Tops N. Fark.

some business was attended to.

Beverley Fiedler enthralled us all with magnificent
slides of spiders, flowers, butterflies snd numerous bugs and
beetles. /e extend cur appreciation to Beverley snd trust she
will return with more at a future date.

Some business was attended to.

DON'T FORGET — CCTCBER 9 — KO DAMS MARCHE snd RALLY

Grganlsed by the os.%W. Tasmania Committee of N.S.VY.

There will be 2 contingent from the Society. If you want to
Join in, phone the Secretary for detsils.

ASSEFBLE SYDINEY SGUARE 10.30zam

KARCH TC HYDE PARK SCUTH

RALLY 12 ECCH m1tn speakers and entertainment.
Put some sanity back into Lanﬂonla. oupport the fight to save
the UWorld's Heritage.

Il TEE NEXT ZEDERAL ELECTION,
e need an organiser/helpers to man the booths snd
urge voters to write IO DANS on their ballot papers. It does

not risk your vote. The Frsnklin Dam is not a state issue! That
attitude is out-dated and selfish. The environment does not bélong
to one person, party or state. The cost of the scheme will be
borne by all Australians; it is everyone's money, everyone's
issue, everyone's responsibilitf. Imagine the outery if plans

to dam the Grose or Colo surfaced. e cannot restriect ocurselves
solely to parochisl matters. It is a matter of conscience. Ring
the Secretsry if you csan help or organise a BO DAES Campaign in
the next Bedersl election.

LECAL FEVERTS - FPILM NIGETS
CCLCBER 15 - Blaexland Iigh School
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CTHER SECWINGS - CCTCBER ©, Kerriws Btreet School, Katoomba.
GCTCBER &, Eazlebrook lrimary School.
CCTCBYR 13, Blsckheath Rhododendron Scciety Garden.

DONATICHS PLEASE!
YZAR of the TRE
FRCGJECTS

1. Fenrith City Council is considering our offer of
help to improve the lack of native greenery around the Arms of
Australia Inn st Emu Plzins. _

2. Lennox Bridge lendscaping will be our big project
with B.M.C.C. Anyone who can assist is most welcome. It will

. involve cleaning up some rubbish, weeding but mostly planting

indigenous species. This is a V.I.P. Project for the Society
end member participstion is vitsl. Cffers of assistence to the
cecretarye.

5. Jd1ll Daerk represented our group as spesker for the
monthly meeting/luncheon of the.Fenrith View Club recently. Her
topic/slides centred on the Yesr of the Tree.
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EXCURSIONS/WALKS
CCTOBER 24 - Dsy walk to the Colo River via Bob Turner's Track.
lieet 10.00sm opposite the Service stetion at Colo
lleights. This 3 2 very rewsrding walk.
NCVEMBER 21 - Ixcursion to Lousing Commission Solar Village at
Donnyrigg. _
A rep. from solasrch(University of N.S3.%W.) will be
there to snswer any questions etec.
IFeet 2.C0pm Cnr. lontgomery Road and Elizabeth

Drive, Bonnyrigg.

CEAEGES TC FCREAT OF HESTINGS

These have proved successful. The Works Committee reports
to each monthly meeting and acts on new issues/guidelines from
nembers. Any member wishing to psrticipate in these monthly
W.C. meetings is welcome but we have to keep numbers down.

EAGTURER ESCARPHENT

Thie society has prepesred a submission to be presented

gt the next meeting of the Yestern Sydney Plsnning end Development
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We have gone to considerable trouble over the past 10
years To stop the sd hoc onslsught of development on the

escarpment. Drastic action, not procrastinstion, by the suthorities
is needed now.

Clearing below ETLCCE Transmission Lines - In recent weeks members

msy have noticed reports in the Gzzette and Fenrith Fress about
clearing and burning operstions beneath the Elcom lines on the
Eastern Zscarpment. A rep. of the Society, slong with someone from
the Escsrpment Fres. Group met with Commission, coantrsctors and
B.M.C.C. on site. e succeeded in achieving s more sympsthetic
approach to controlling the vegetstion. Elcom will now selectively
lop only the tall species. Shrubs not likely to threaten the lines
(eg. LEakea spp) were pointed out to Commission reps., who also
agreed to disturb the asrea ss little as possible by limiting the
use of heavy machinery. They also agreed not to remove the chipped
branches ete but to spread the mulch thinly over the easement,
returning precious nutrients to the soil and reducing likely
erosion. Indigenous species (we have given sdvice on these) will
be planted in several criticel sreas toc reduce the need to return
- as freguently as before.

The confrontations were a pleasant, agreeable experience
and we sppreciate the degree of public and environmentsl
accountsbility that the Commission has accepted in this region.
Thanks must slso go to B.M.C.C. for defending the Escarpment.
Where were Fenrith City Council?

FCOCD FCR THCUGHT

which is the chespest?

1.Preserving habitat ond species in the first
place.
or 2« Destroying the habitat - establishing
breeding facilities for endangered species -
re—establishing the habitat - returning
2 species to habitat.

or 5.Establishing seed banks (very expensive).
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sustralian Endangered Species ; Tucelypts.

Eucslyptus burgessisna - Burgess llallee.

Distribution - this species is known in mellee stands in the Dlue

Fountsins west of Sydney in the vicinity of Fsulconbridge.
Description - Furgess lMellee is ususlly s multi-stemmed robust

mallee with cosrse lesves somewhst slatey in appesrance. The buds
end fruits sre scmewhat larger then is common in E. stricta although
the latter species 1s rsther more varisble than many species.
Zcology - this eucslypt occurs on stoney ridges in ssndstone areas
of the Blue Fountsins associsted with an arrsy of shrubby,
sclerophyllous species of typicsl ssndstone genera. The meen

maximum temperature of the hottest month is sbout 27°C snd the mean
ninimum of the ccldest month is sbout 5°9C.

Conservstion - some loss of stends by suburbsn expsnsion has

occurred but the main known aress sre in the Blue Fountsins
llational Fraerk. The position of this species therefore seems fsirly
secure.

Special Testures - the close relationship to E. stricta lesds some

suthorities to feel that it would be better regsrded as a subspecies
of thsat species. llevertheless 1t is & distinct taxon snd merits
pfeservotion.

Extract from Austraslian HN.FPE.{.S.

Speciel Fublicstion 5.

A FULTIKATIONAL CCEPANY TNVOLVED IN COHSERVATICH
This yesr, the Hetionsal Trust snnusl get together for

bush regenerstors was a picnic on a property of International
Business lschines st Yest Fennant Iills. It is s 65 acre property
between Coonara Avenue and the portion of Cumberland Stste Forest
which contsins the Forestry Nursery.

in 1801, it wes esteblished &s e government ferm, menseged
with convict lsbour. In 1819, it beceme s grsnt to James Bellamy
who continued to farm the sres with conviet lsbour. For three
generstions it remsined in the Eellemy femily, though the third
owner of thet nsme subdivided snd sold the lsnd scme time safter
having found his fsther dead in the orchserd in 19C&. Approximately
three yesrs sgo I.B.l. bought the 65 acres on which they intend
to build en extensive computer factory snd car park.

sccording to agreement with Daulkhsm Hills Council, they
have to provide part of the lend zs open spece. It is here that
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they sre employing a team of regenerators from the Nationsl Trust,

who have been doing some work for eighteen months, in liaison with

0 AR O AVRRVEEDE GETRRTETERY

Problems, other than the extensive and intensive work,
do arise. A notable one was difficulty with the Forestry Conmission
who were insistent that there must be "fire" rosds through the
timber: with bridges across the creek. The Commission slso demolished
an attractive stand of Casuarina spp.

Ctherwise the work goes on; snd regenerstion is pronmising.
A lot has been done in part of the creek bed. An ares which was a
large poultry shed and completely bare when the shed was demolished
is showing good return of early cover species such as "Dlady Grass',
Bracken, Fratea snd a few small seedlingslof Acacia.

It is most interesting snd encouraging to find a large
multinationsl company interested in regenerating s piece of nstural
land, end that the firm of landscape srchitects are invelved. The
prospect is good news for conservationists.

Besse Bramsen.
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The following is an Zxtrasct of an Airticle by Dennis King in
"Austraslian Natursl History" Vol.20 No.10 esnd is reproduced with
their kind permission.

HOW TCXIC 1080 3ELECTS ITS TARGETS.
The mere mentioning of 1080 poisoning snd people sit up

snd take notice. The perfect example occurred lste Liovember, last
Year, when the Gueensland Cabinet decided to sbsandon maintensnce
of the 6000 kilometre dingo fence snd replsce it with & massive
progrsmme of 100 ‘poisoning.

1080 or sodium monoflucroacetste generates this controversy
because it happens to be one of the most toxic substsnces known.
Already used across Austrealis as -2 method for controlling dingoes,
rabbits snd foxes, recent studies on its effects on animsls have
snown thet a number of native animals in southwestern Zustralis have
evolved high levels of tolerance to the poison.

Dennis King, 2 research officer at the Agriculture
Frotection Board of liestern Australia, began studying the tolerance
levels of nstive fauna to 1080 in 1976 znd incorporating this work
with his studies on myxometosis snd Tabbit control.

s (1 1 £ 1 kg e e il =11 B e e R gt L - e A Ul T e L T e T 0 S ULy



8 . : S )

Poison which i1s highly toxic to most memmels. It 1s used

extensively for the contrel of vertebrate pests, periiculsrly
introduced mesmmsls in Austrslis and New Zeslsnd.

Fluoroscetate is not toxie until it is converted into
fluorocitrate in the body of en snimsl. This compound blocks the
citric scid eycle, 8 fundesmental biochemical psthwsey of energy
exchange in plents snd snimels. Either the centrsl nervous systen
or the heert is affected in memmals and the demaée Yo elither or
both systems can lezd to the desth of the snimsl.

In Austrslis, flucrosceteste occurs naturslly in a wsttle
(Acscis georginse) which grows in s restricted srea of the lLorthern
Territory snd ueenslond snd in over 30 species of the genera
Gestrolobium end Cxylobium. Toxic species of these plents sre mainly
‘restricted to the southwest of estern Austrslis although one species
slso cccurs in parts of the llorthern Territory and Queenslsnd. These
plants cen contsin very high levels of fluorocscetate.

Iigh Fcison Levels.

Cne species, known as Eesrtlesf Foison, Gastrolobium
bilcbum, has been shown to contsin up to 2,650ppm of 1020 ecuivalent
in its young lesves. This level of poison content is so high that
less than 50grsms of the lesves will kill an adult sheep.

4 study on the diet of \'estern Grey Ksngsroos in the
southwest of lestern iustrslia has shown that slthough they do feed,
to some extent, on species of Gastrolobium snd Cxylobium, they |
est less of the highly toxic species thsn of the less toxic ones.

Studies on s wide range of netive species of mammsls in
southwestern Austrelia have shown that msny of them hsave much
higher levels of tolersnce to fluoroscetste than do members of the

ssme species or closely related species from southeastern Australia.

Tor many years it wss believed that some nstive fauna in
the southwestern corner of 'Jestern Austrslis fed on toxic species
of Gastrolobium snd Cxylobium without hsrmiul effect, but this was
not studied until recently.

The resesrch confirmed what scientists had expected. The
southwestern msmmsls were significantly more tolerant of
fluoroacetste than the eastern Austrslisn mammsls due to their
exposure to poison plznts.

Iligh levels of tolersnce have zlso been found in

populastions of other species of mammzls which sre outside the
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regarding the distribution of native animels is useful when we

consider the dsmsge caused by Australia's many introduced mammals,

| AN 18 il \ . . &
whe Wi of N0 voadon ogolnat vertebrate peat species i conmon
in Australia.

In these poisoning caempsigns, sttempts are generally
made to minimise mortality to the non-tarset species in the srea
by making baits relatively unattractive to them or of sufficient
size that they cennot ingest a lethal dose of the toxin.

In southwestern Austrslia target specificity is essier
to achieve as the native fauna are tolersnt to the poison.

Birds are generally much less susceptible to
fluoroacetate than sre mammsls, snd the large reptiles which might
be at risk from feeding on baits or on carcasses of poisoned
rabbits are highly tolerant of fluoroacetate. Therefore through the
fortunate coincidence of a potent toxin being found to occur
naturally in the southwest after its introduction ss s poison for
introduced pest species, control progrsmmes can be cerried out with
a minimum of risk to the native species.

The “information obtsined from these resezrch programmes
is being used to directly benefit nstive fauna.

By taking sdvantsge of native feouna's tolersnce to
fluoroscetate the value of this substance can be increased beyond
that of an effective poison sgsinst sgricultursl pests and used
to directly benefit the unique flors snd fsuns of Australia.

P.S5. MEMBERSHIP FCRMS ARE
ATTACEED TC TEIS KEWSLETTER.
ENCCURAGE A FPRIEND TQ JCIN.
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