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FEEDING HONEYEATERS

About three years ago we began trying to attract some of
the small native birds to our garden.

The idea came from a small book "Australian Native Gardens
and Birds" by Barbara Salter, a very useful and comprehensive
publication. As we already had an 0dd honeyeater in the garden
ihey seemed the logical ones to start with.

The first feeder was an open dish (the bottom of a plastic
yoghurt container) in a wooden frame firmly wedged in a branch
about 6ft. from the ground. This was discovered very quickly by
white-eared honeyeaters, who have been regular visitors ever since.

After a few weeks the ants and bees also found the dishes
and became quite a problem, so it seemed time to change to the
péermanent bottle-type feeder. This consists of a bottle (straight-
necked wine bottle is best) with a small plastic contained fitted
to the neck of the bottle. A hole is cut in the centre of the 1id
of the container so that it tightly fits on to the neck of the bottle.
Some insulation tape wound round the neck Just below it will stop it

sliding down when the bottle is inverted. The bottle is then
filled with water, the container screqed on and the bottle inverted.
The water level in the container is marked and some 3/16" holes
drilled about %" above the water level. The next requirement is a
method of suspending the feeder. e used a board about 4" wide and
slightly larger than the bottle, with two pieces of dowel set in
holes in the board about 1/3 way along from one end of the board.
These are so placed that the neck of the bottle fits between them
and the shoulders rest on them. A loop of wire attached to the
other end of the board drops over the bottom of the bottle to hold
it in place. More dowels fastened to the other end of the board
make a perch for the birds. The whole thing can then be suspended
(reasonably vertical or it may leak)in a convenient tree. There
should be good cover close to the feeder and it should be fairly
high off the ground, say 6=8". Ants may be troublesome but can be
prevented from getting at the honey mixture by smearing a ring of
vaseline round the neck of the bottle.

The mixture we use is made up of 1 part honey with 3 varts
water, but canbbe varied by using brown sugar in place of some of
the honey. White sugar should never be given to birds as it lacks

vitamin B1 and may kill themn.

Two of the new bottle feeders were installed near the house
and were-an instant success with the white-ears, Yellow-tufted
honeyeaters were next to appear and they have remained almost as

constant visitors. Yellow-faced honeyeaters are also constant,
although less olvious, visitérs, while in the summer months noisy
friar birds make their presence obvious by attacking everything in




sight. However, they disappear in the winter, to be replaced by

red wattle birds, which although larger are far less aggressive.

Other visitors to the feeder have been Lewin honeyeaters (once or
twice) and an occasional satin bower bird. :
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The Soci-ty wis reccatly ‘asked by the Samate Selcet Cotmitti» on Human
Rel:bionships if we woyld prepara a_submission on:ths Woodchip”industry. The
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sunmary of Bur subpission was
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l. Forosts .are é scarce reéourc; in N.S.W, and should.bs_maiﬁgcd on a mult-

inle ﬁsc bisis, that ie, for:

a) Production sf tirbst and othor wood materials, s
b)nPTTF?ffﬂiiﬁd of native flora % fauna and their habitats
©) Public récreation : :
‘ d} ProtoctiBa of woter catehments and streams
e ’ “ >
Feas

=0 Ckcgf'frlliug.ﬁf large drcas of Porect is incd%pqtibigjﬁiﬁh:}ho above,

2.Inténﬁivf'fcfcstry practise~ chould not be carried out in arens derirable
« for the proscrynfion of flora, fauna or othor specill'fégturcs, whether such
98 are currsitly preserved or not, EﬂvironmsntaLc;mgqgﬁ¢g§ﬁtemﬁntn should
delincats all suchiar:as, : S N

A S. Extinsivs clgar felling of forsets should nntjbetQézrigg};uf in areas of
scruic,_rgdreqtigﬁﬁlﬂpr other tourist valuo, Adcquitg_,qxfgg_aqg ficroening
zonss should "be laPt, 2 G : -

: 'zﬁgzgyggryfettiﬁg_ef'Iafgﬁ‘&Téés of forest aud'itéﬂttﬁnﬁfggggtiﬁu ings .
"iiﬁnﬁﬁgﬁfﬁ{ﬁﬂ%ﬁﬁuﬁ&tﬁdﬁéTéhoulﬁﬁﬁﬁt-ba'odrridﬂjdﬁt u”ti;;th;‘ﬁq;ggr;tgrm affocts
g T R TR TS R Teu Ty Tportant To A0y ATER 3 DE unsd F5¢ Mprrpnbyal”

vio>dehip production, We sugeeat that any clear felling be lirited to loss thay
'""“‘I%‘ﬂrjﬁrvdﬁfﬁigrjkﬁd_a?ﬁaf1ﬁ_aaa year. ; .
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O EJPredustion AP uTY ratordils fron forests chould be _:pﬁfﬁ'__'fﬁiug-_—t{‘rm

Furtained-yizld basis, ot a price which will enable .this” yiald %s b- Faintoinad,
and vy damaps to sihe fornat ractificd, without Government subgidwy,

-

_ Fpr?ﬂﬁﬁ-C?ﬁpriS' about 6,8% of N.S.%, aad should betthéﬁtnd 18 1 searcs
ressurcs, They shdglﬁ'bﬂ,usﬂd_fnf_muLtipiszurpoﬂeﬁ'ﬁndfngtldﬁéirngﬁd for ane,
ﬁh:;r_ciéar'falling is dop- OVErsess on a ranaged basig, a ratation cycle =f
70 to 8O ¥y-ars is uscd, Sines our forasts tnk@_upw%rggﬁgfllqﬁé “Ars to maturs,
¥ recommend that less. than 1% of anv arca be cleared in any one vear, Much
Groager clearing rytos arn currcutly boing used, S e
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Acing the foatures we noted ag particularly requirﬁyazuﬁtectiau from
intensive farﬂptryfpracticcs_wercg
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1) F2infurfst, which docs 0ot regonerate when cleared, and can even be
dostroyoes by i:ltau's-iv;‘.,.l-:,gr-:i:ig. =
b) Rarg forest spocies, or spocies aot well ropreseated in' National parks
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Cl.Arﬂlﬁ_wltbrgartlcuLnr features, of scounic valus, aud crecks & swanmps




T> reduce th risk of futur~ problems such as pest or discasc plagues
we recormended that o waricty of tree so-eics @ retaincd, rather thaa have
vast plantatiosus of the s“ne troe, type.

Forcsts havo a rajor value for roersation, Surveys have shown that
australiins usc th-ir forosts for carping and hiking t5 a ruch smller dagron
than 45 Arerieans, Howover, such usage is incrcasing hore at aboutl0% a year,
and it is highly likely that we will “voitually approach the Amorican
figures for usage of forest lauds, Cl-ared arcas, forcsts of saplings or
plantations of the on: tr-e type are not of ruch recreoational valun,

A4 mijor problsx is that intcasive forcstry such as for ﬁoadchippiug
ald eventuilly desletc the ssils of nutrisntes. Incore receivad fron the
ale of chips or fror royaltics sheuld pay for such Long-tcre cont, There is
= doubt that the royaltics ~ven pay the immcdiats costs, #¥¢ could oad up
with cost of sur forests baing elsarcd or irrevereibly daraged 2t our PXoun8n,
It ie nost important to discover auy haraful offects bofore we loss what we
haw,
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"Th> first ruls of intslligoat tampering is to save ﬂll;thb picces"

~attributed t2 Alds Iocsold

Postapg: ¢ogts are tnking a major part of our lirit.d budest, To
Llirit thcss costs wo will 44 futur: be oreduciig this nownlott p bi-ronthly
but we will put more inforratisa in each igeun, :

AUSTRALIN RIPDS- Higraubs or Nooads? Toxt bosks oftrn say that fow Auste-
riliaa birds rogulirly gt E70n one plaed b wmuther - thiy arc nrroly
nerade, finding f2:4 whors thoy can,

Fr. Hoary NEx of CSIFO is uot sz eure, Usiag 3 carputer t9d-1 dovyslupad
t: orediet the tirine of slagt grovish sver Australia, ir, Nix siculated vhers
1 bird wauld go 5 ~btain casugh faod to survive., He alsa chrck-d the breooding
tirss & sanecunl aover suts oF birds 1t 6 roprrscatitive lyeatizae in Australin
mad 2 ia low Guimea,

.
= Th> rosulte show~d that at -ach l>eaticy roet soneine br-nd in the quarter
£ the yoar where - slant growth ie at 3 raxisac, Adalyses of Slwit prowth tin-

iige at 500 l:ieatiosas sug~cst that hird roveronte wonld ba crafincd within ¢
dictinet ropione. (1) Bastrra Australis, Tasranis & Now Guinen, (2) MW Aust.,
dest Irdan, Tiwer,cte (3) SW Aust, (4) Countral Aust,

Evideaee is 28 yot skotchy for the whols of Austraolia, but.hir idoas d-
er-ate 2 pattern i w hat was osreviously chaos,




COMING PROGRAMIE
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Fri. 1lth July - Ye®tine, 8 p.r. Springwysd Bed Grose ¥ill. 9k ing slides

Fror a receat trip by several serzbers to ¥anearoo Island ia South Australia,

Sat, ;2:ﬁ Ace ) Wieelend trip to Fragzer Park, on the coast south-of
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Tun 1058 aup. Heveastle, The August meeting will be held at Frazeyr
PRTk.
Sat. 6th Sept.- Field trip by car to study birdlife along th: Hawrasbury B4,

froc Whitecross Bd., Lo Yarrsmadi.

ri. 12th Sept.- keeting 8p.m. Springwood Red Cross Hall, A talk by

Fev. Dr. Stockbton on the Aboriginal hisbtory of J,8.W. a.d the Slus

Wouatalas, This should bs a sivct iatereshii

=

g and inforeative talk, Artsfacts
L]

sxecursion, This trig is t9 examine coastal se> cives and Sh8re—
line warins life, as well o8 heath wildflowors. Trazer 7srk is a3 Clonlie Tl
contridlled rescrve, the sign-posted turn off boing about 16 milss north of

dvaag, If pogssible we will Gatp at ohe sscund eleiridg, a8 showmy on the ms
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I the weather is doubtfl, ring Bob Chapu s (536102 or Iic

i > e - e T B i g
(381761) o confirm the trip, i




