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THE ESCARPMENT - A NEW VIEW?

In this issue, the committee presents a recommendation
which will be forwarded by the Society to the Lands Department of New
South Wales, for the establishment of a scenic park covering the
eastern escarpment of the Blue Mountains. This is an area of great
local interest, of geological interest and scenic quality. It is
truly a unique local resource of naturalness; one resource that, in
the coming years, we cannot afford to lose in this region.

The existence of large blocks of crown land, able to be
consolidated into one 'eserve, makes such a recommendation tantalising
indeed. Tomorrow may be too late, so imagination, wisdom and drive
are needed by authorities to Secure for New South Wales this wonderful
landform,

Alas, the Lands Department has shown much drive, but
little imagination and wisdom, with their Proposed crown land
subdivisions lately. Their subdivision plans have raised wrath all

over the Sydney and Blue Mountains area., It has been condemned by
the National Trust and many other bodies,

In this real estate Jjuggle, the Lands Department will
take:

(i) A section of Public Reserve (R No. 77066)

(ii) Land below the top of the escarpment, thus ruining

a superb view for all but the few who will purchase
it.,

(iii) Blocks of land able to be consolidated into a
reserve for dedication as a national park,

(iv) valuabile ridge top land much needed in such




" In return, apparently, they will give:

(1) Acres of cheap gully land for open space to replace
the economically and;ecologicﬁllfnﬁaluable ridge
land.

“(ii) Small, isolated and ecologically unstable reserves.

(iii) Many ﬁiafitudes.

We know (or should know) the impact of more Lapstones
and Mt. Riverviews on the escarpment. The Government obviously does
not!

. The escarpment is not faced with a Clutha-type threat
~nor anything 1like it. It 1is being nibbled and whittled away. A
subdivision here and’a powerline there. How it will end is purely a
catter Tor our planning sithorities.  But unfortunately, to date, they
give us crown jand subdivisions. '

e now have over the Blue Mountains a Vvery commehdable
tree preservatioﬂ order., We have been.askihg for a tree preservation
crder for the last three years to my knowledge. But it took 2 protest
over an infamous subdivision'proposal to secure it. T hope it has not
been invoked primarily to attempt to demolish arguﬁents against the
subdivision proposals. I, for omne, would hate to see this much needed
regulation put to such misuse.

So we ask the New South Wales Government and the Lands
Department not for noble, stirring, n1ast paragraph' prose about the
escarpment and governmental attitudes towards it, and how it sympathises
that development should be 1imited, but for concrete protection. IIn

short - dedication to the people:

This month, wWe present the “newklodk“ Kalori. It is,
we hope, full of interesting information about Conservation in general,
and the Society in particular, This format should appear quarterly
at least. A neweletter format will be used at other monthly intervals.

Remember — this is your publication, SO please contribute.
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ATTENTION :
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SUBS ARE NOW DUE!!

Look to your envelope as to your financial éituation.

We need your momney to finance your conservati

so don't delay;

FINANCIAL REPORT

the Developers won't!

on representations -

The financial report of the Lower Blue Mountains
Conservation Society for the financial year 1/7/71 to 30/6/72.

Receipts Pazgents
Balance 30/6/71 ¢ 131.26 Subscriptions $ 5.00
Subscriptions 56.00 Hall rental 16.00
. Postage 24,38
Donations 10.80 Subraci 39.80
Sales 12.95 srdrles :
Dividend (A.P.C.M.) .03 Balance 30/6/72 127,62
. 1972 Bank Interest 1.76 '
$ 212.80 $ 212.80

- A, Connelily,
Hon. Treasurer




AT OUR AUGUST MEETING: gt

. Our nev constltutlon was again declared "law' by
President Mick Dark. COples will be sent out as soon as they are
available. - _

Our stand on the escarpment is now embodied in a policy
passed at this meeting. Opposition to any development below the top
of the escarpment (the 800 foot contour) on crown land, opposition to
eny alienation of Public Reserve No. 77066, and the belief that the
escarpment should be preserved in a natural condition to the fullest
possible extent for the'rcople ‘of New South Wales are the maln points
of the policy. This policy, however, is not the end, In this issue
of Xalori is a full submission, embodying the pollcy, for an escarpment

national park. This is taking a pOS;tlve step in opposing the crown
1and subdivisions and ensuring that the escarpment will be saved for
the people of New Scuth Wales.

Tom Grant, a teaching fellow at New South Wales _
University, gave a talk on kangaroo behav1our to over forty people.
with the aid of slides, he described the results, observations and.

L eartbreaks of his work on wild and captive grey Kangaroos .
The orchid book was won by Mrs. Pye, of the Hawkesbury

conservation Society, who was a guest at the meetlng.

AT OUR SPETEMBER MBETING:

Discussion on the Nature Conservation Council conference
ond dinner, and information on destruction of land adjoining fire
+ails in the Blue Mountains National Park, were two major points
well worth reporting from the crushing amount of business processed
that night.
Michael Smithson is our delegate to the N.C.C. conference
to be held at the North Sydney Council Hall, Blues Point Road,

McMahon's Point, Saturday, October 21. We have two resolutions dealing








































