










This version of the Newsletter was re-typed from the original by Phoebe Coster in August 2021 to 
enable search engines to ‘see’ the text. Minor changes have been made to correct typographical 
errors and to add clarity. 
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“When I was in the woods among the birds, 
I could not help picturing to myself the Golden Age 
as described by Ovid..”. 
Surgeon Arthur Bowes, writing on Lord Howe, May 16,1788. 
 

OUR SOCIETY 
 

COMING MEETINGS  
 
January 31st A speaker on Eucalypts. The Hut, Valley Waters, Wentworth Falls. 8pm. 
 
February 28th 8pm at The Hut. Members Night. Bring slides or other items of interest. 
 
March 27th  Annual General Meeting. Election of Office bearers for 1980. The Hut at 8pm. 
 

NOTICE OF MOTION FOR JANUARY MEETING. 
 
The October meeting of the management committee made the following decision:- “Notice is 
hereby given that a proposal to change Section 12 of The Constitution will be present to a Special 
General Meeting to be held following the January Monthly Meeting, the Amended Section 12 to 
read: The Management Committee shall set the day and time for the monthly meetings from year 
to year.” 
 
A survey on behalf of the Management Committee showed that some members felt that Friday 
would be a better night for Monthly Meetings as it would suit those who come up for weekends 
only, and those who work in Sydney. 
 
A two thirds majority vote of members assembled at a Special General Meeting is needed to 
change the Constitution. 
 
  



WALKS PROGRAMME JANUARY TO MARCH, 1980 
 
January 5th 1980  Neates Glen Thence Beauchamp Falls and return to Evans Lookout. 
   Meeting Place: Main Highway and Evans Lookout Road junction Blackheath 
   9.30am. 
 
February 2nd  Falls, Glen and walks in the Hazelbrook/Woodford Area. 
   Meeting place near Hazelbrook Post Office 9.30am 
 
March 2nd  Mountain Lagoon Area off Bells Line of Road 
   Meeting place; Mount Victoria Station 9.30am. 
 
Members and visitors are welcome to any of the above mentioned functions. Those requiring 
transport should phone the Walks Convener Ken Gorringe, 57-1488 or contact any other official of 
The Society. 
 

A RAMBLE ON NARROWNECK 
 
A large group showed up on Saturday October 6th for this attractive ramble along Narrow Neck. 
Cars were left at the bottom of the big hill near the Golden Stairs and the first hurdle, the long 
climb up the hill was negotiated, the weather was perfect and the alpine heathland a mass of 
spring flowers including heaths, hibbertias and other common species in full bloom. This walk has 
sensational views of Jamison Valley on the eastern and Megalong Valley on the western side. The 
heathland flora varies from stunted wind-swept varieties only one or two metres high to more 
protected mallees, casuarinas and tea-trees and the occasional waratah well in bud. The second 
narrow neck was reached by all and many of the more energetic carried on further. Generally a 
most interesting area and worth further visits, possible at a different period, however it is rather 
exposed during the very hot summer months. Another good day enjoyed by all. 
 

RECORD ROLL-UP FOR LOCKLEY PYLON 
 
A record number arrived for this walk on November 3rd, in fact there were 29 starters (and 
finishers). Cars proceeded along the Mt Hay Road to the cement tank, just before “Flat Top”. The 
walk takes about an hour to the actual “Pylon”, although the majority of walkers carried on to “Du 
Faurs Head” on the Blue Gum Forest Track. Flora was superb on the way with masses of waratahs, 
eriostemons, vanilla plants (sowerbea) and dozens of other species with a wonderful patch of 
prostantheras quite near the “pylon”. Luckily, Graham, one of our birdmen was with us and was 
able to help identify a number of species including a sighting of the fairly infrequently seen 
Tawney-crowned Honeyeater, which is only found in open heathland areas. A large red bellied 
black snake was also seen on the return. Any members of the Society who haven’t visited the 
Lockley Pylon should try to do so, as this in one of the finest views in the whole of the Blue 
Mountains, with an uninterrupted 360 degree view including much of the magnificent Grose Valley. 
A further wonderful day with clear fine weather. 
 

*************************** 
 
  



MEMBERSHIP. At present the membership of the Society is:- 
Life Members  13  One Honorary Life Member 
Ordinary  146 
New   37 
   ____ 
   196 
 
Some members have not yet renewed their subscription for current year. A red dot on your 
newsletter is a reminder. 
 

*********************** 
 
DAY MEETING. There is to be a daytime meeting at The Hut on Wednesday, 16th January 1980 at 11 
am. Please bring lunch. Tea and Coffee available. 
 
A good roll up and ideas for future meetings will lead to regular day meetings. This is an 
opportunity for members unable to attend night meetings to participate.  
Flo Graham (Organiser Ph. 58 6274). 
 

*********************** 
 

****DINNER TO AID Australian Conservation Federation**** 
 
On 10th November a jolly and successful buffet dinner was held at the PreSchool Kindergarten, 
Wentworth Falls. 50 members and friends enjoyed the hot dishes and cold collations prepared and 
donated by culinary enthusiasts. The delectable sweets were from the cuisine of Hilde and Dick 
Duckham – bouquets to Hilde. Wilson Alcorn, talented auctioneer, added merriment to the party. 
 
Anne Jelenik, from the National Park, showed an amusing but educational film on threats to 
coastal sand dunes. 
 
From the profits of the evening the Australian Conservation Foundation will benefit by $100.00; 
our Society by 63 Dollars. 
 
The willing and generous help of members ensured the financial and social success of this night. To 
them the committee conveys many thanks. 
 
This was the final function of the ad hoc committee for Australian Conservation Foundation. 
 
Flo Graham, Committee Convener. 
 

**************************** 
 

  



INDUSTRY THREATENS RARE PARROT 
 

The Orange-bellied Parrot, Nophema chrysogasten is a combination of green, blue, yellow and 
orange. This beautiful parrot is one of our rarest and least known birds. With an estimated world 
population of seventy plus individuals, it rivals the Night Parrot and Noisy Scrub Bird in rarity. 
 
It is thought to nest in Tasmania, but as yet nobody has been able to find a recent nest. The birds 
spend the winter in coastal areas of Victoria and South Australia, but there is only one site where 
they can be seen with any regularity. 
 
In August of this year Gwen and I went to Victoria in an attempt to see them at their roost. Dawn 
found us shivering with cold and anticipation as we scanned the coastal scrub. We were fortunate 
enough to see forty two birds. Over half the world’s population, a sobering thought. But for how 
much longer? 
 
Imperial Chemical Industries might provide the answer. They want to erect the largest petro-
chemical works in Australia within half a kilometre of the roost. They are employing a biologist to 
study the birds, and are spending considerable sums on a publicity campaign to allay the fears of 
naturalists and conservationist. Having experience of their efforts in Europe I am certain that the 
plant will be built. Biologists employed by industry are unlikely to produce findings which will 
prove detrimental to the interests of their employers. 
 
G Blackwell. 
 

A WILDERNESS IN QUESTION 
 
The South West Tasmanian issue again looms up in the news following the Hydro Electricity 
Commission’s Report to the Tasmanian Government. To strengthen the case against damming the 
majestic unique Franklin and Lower Gordon Rivers a film has been made by the Australian Film and 
Television School, North Ryde. Packed audiences at pre-release showings speak for the interest and 
support amongst Sydney sympathisers. Negotiations to sell this film to Channel 7 are proceeding. 
 
Called “Tasmania’s South West – A Wilderness in Question,” the 47 minute film combines scenes of 
rare visual beauty shot in the midst of this vast and rugged natural area with a penetrating analysis 
of the social and economic forces which will control its future. Highlights include climbing on the 
peaks of the Arthur Range, rafting down rough water on the Franklin River and interviews with Mr 
Ashton, Commissioner for the Tasmanian Hydro-Electric Commission, Mr P Waterman, Director of 
the South West Tasmania Resources Survey, Dr A Cunningham, Deputy Commissioner of the 
Tasmanian Forestry Commission, conservationists and wilderness travellers.  
 
Let us hope we get an opportunity to show it in the Mountains. 
 

NATURE CONSERVATION CONFERENCE 
 
The Annual Conference of the Nature Conservation Council was held at the Environment Centre in 
Sydney on 21st and 22nd of October. Three of our members, Mary Collins, Graham Blackwell and Flo 
Graham were privileged to attend as delegates and observer.  
 



The Conference was opened by a spokesman from the Crown Lands Office. Delegates were then 
divided into technical groups for the rest of the day to discuss the motions submitted by the 
various member societies. These groups provided a chance to hear the many different viewpoints, 
and emphasised the wide range of membership. Groups varied from Land Use Planning and 
Management, Forestry and Mining through to Wildlife and Education. 
 
In the evening the Annual Dinner was held at the Australian Museum. It proved to be a most 
convivial occasion. The guest speaker was the Honourable Mr Paul Landa, Minister for Planning 
and Environment. His speech was both informative and interesting. He stressed both his 
Government's and his personal commitment to conservation. 
 
On Sunday, after the election of Officers, the large number of resolutions submitted by member 
societies was considered by the Conference. There was some confusion and considerable debate 
over the question of logging in the new Colo Wilderness National Park. 
 

*** OPPORTUNITY TABLES *** 
 

The Land Preservation Fund Committee would like to thank members for the many and varied 
items they donated for the Opportunity Tables at the November meeting. 
 
Very early autumn is the best time on the Mountains for putting in native plants, so these will be 
on sale at the February general meeting. In the meantime the Committee would like to thank Mrs 
Greta Vanry for donations throughout the year to the Land Preservation Fund from grateful 
recipients of her plants. 
 
The result as we go to press is $122 - - a very creditable amount! 
 

********************************* 
 

PARADISE LOST 
 
You may wonder at the significance of the quotation in our heading (page 1). Well at our 
September meeting, when our advertised speaker could not attend. Our President, Graham 
Blackwell, gave a hastily prepared but excellent illustrated talk on Lord Howe Island. 
 
What Graham said was corroborated by an article in the Sydney Morning Herald of November 27 
by Vincent Serventry. 
 
While the natural beauty of the Island has largely been preserved unscathed, the management 
procedures suggested by the Australian Museum in 1973 have been mainly ignored. In 1977 the 
Museum republished its 1974 magazine, giving a synopsis of its ecological survey and 
recommendations. This republication concluded: “The survival of Lord Howe Island’s unique and 
irreplaceable wildlife is as doubtful today as it was prior to the environmental survey…” 
 
In the Lord Howe Island Bill, soon to be presented to the NSW Parliament, most of the key 
recommendations are ignored, says Vincent Serventy. There is to be no National Park, either land 
or marine. Reserves are proposed for the north and south ends but not for Transit Hill and there 
will be no corridors to link the three reserves.  
 



The most southerly coral reef in the world will have no protection. The expert control of the 
island’s wildlife by the Lord Howe Island Board will continue. 
 
Introduced plants and introduced animals such as the pig, goat and rat, and uncontrolled trampling 
tourists threaten the island’s flora and fauna. There is still no control on the introduction of further 
animal and plant species.  
 
“The present bill should be amended” Vince writes “so that all the recommended reserve areas 
become National Park with professional management. The same management should monitor the 
wildlife aspects of the whole island group. A legislative decision must be made on the ceiling for 
tourist numbers. Without this the island’s beauty must disappear.” 
 

*********************************** 
 

Nuclear Power 
 
“Scrap Nuclear Power says A plant designer.” This was the heading to an interview in the Sydney 
Morning Herald of the 17th November, with Professor Hannes Alfven, a Noble Prize winner and a 
man who worked with Rutherford and played a key role in building Sweden’s Nuclear power plants. 
He changed his mind in 1967 and says “the Sun is the only Nuclear reactor to use”. To quote:- “We 
had not foreseen the huge biological and medical problems that have arisen. We did not know that 
Plutonium would turn out to be so extremely poisonous. Even the Pacific Ocean is too small to be 
acceptable as a waste disposal area.” Other points are the dangers of the radio active by product 
Strontium and the fact that Nuclear Power does not solve the energy problem. On the former, 
Strontium is related to calcium so the biological processes that extract Calcium to build our 
skeletons will do the same with Strontium if it gets loose. On the latter, Sweden has 3 times as 
much Nuclear Power per head as the United States of America and has cut imports by only 10 per 
cent. 
 
All in all a rather different picture to that painted by the pet scientist of the Uranium lobby who 
could well finish up recommending a teaspoon of plutonium before meals. 
 
W.A. 
 

Emu Wrens At Ingar 
 
Members doing the plant regeneration count at Ingar on May 19 sighted at least 4 Emu Wrens in 
the swamp. At the next count on November 17th, a male Emu Wren was seen in the same area. 
 
It seems remarkable that these small, weak-flying birds should be back in the area which was 
completely burnt out in the great bush fire of December 1977. 
 

*************************** 
 

  



WILDFLOWERS AT MINNE HA HA 
 
Wilson Alcorn’s letter to the Gazette about the profusion of wildflowers on the Minne Ha Ha Falls 
walking track this year resulted in several people visiting the area. Members of Our Society who 
went counted 44 species in flower! 
 
Wildflowers generally have been great this year and the wattles in late winter and early spring 
were really magnificent. I have noticed before that this happens following a dry winter. I have a 
theory that the dry conditions trigger a defence reaction in plants which have evolved in an 
environment subject to periodic droughts. Feeling their lives are threatened the plants set out to 
reproduce madly. What do you recon?  
 
Graham Alcorn. 
 
 
 


