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“We should view with alarm the phenomenon of a supposedly modern forestry authority which
gives no value to native forests or to wilderness”.
--Peter Prineas in National Parks Journal.

OUR SOCIETY
TOWN PLAN: As mentioned in the last newsletter, work by the Town Plan Committee was
proceeding in a very thorough manner.
In this edition we have pleasure in announcing that it is complete and very impressive. The entire
report was presented at the special meeting of the Society on 24-Jan-1974 by Graham Alcorn.
Many weeks of research and hard work went into this report and the Town Plan Committee are to
be congratulated upon it. Other members of the Society have typed it out to send to the Blue
Mountains City Council, WHO WE HOPE, will be as impressed as were the Society members who
heard it.
BUSHFIRE LEAFLETS:
Because of the wet weather, the fire-prevention leaflets have not all been distributed. It was felt
that their impact would be greater in a time of bushfire danger and therefore distribution was
suspended during the rain, but will be continued at an opportune time.
MEETINGS:
On the 31st January, Mr Paul Zborowski, who is and entomologist at the Butterfly
Farm at Wilberforce, came up to talk to us about insects. He confesses that his main interest is
beetles but was prepared to answer queries on any other type of insect.
Did you know that every time you tidy up a rotting log which has fallen, you deprive some poor
beetle of his ecological Birthright?

On February 28, Mr Ingram of the Mount Tomah Society, gave a most interesting lecture on the
evolutionary development and spread of Australian plants. Did you know that plants have migration
routes?
SYMPATHY:
A sad loss to the community and to her family, was experienced by the passing of
Margery Anderson who had been a long time member of this Society. We send our condolences to
Mr Anderson.
DEPARTURE: Graham Alcorn has left for Europe to indulge in some bird-watching. You are booked
up as a guest speaker Graham, so come back prepared.
HUT ROSTER: Thanks! To all members of the Roster who worked so hard to keep the Hut open
daily during the long school holidays.
We still need more helpers as there are not enough yet to keep the Hut open every weekend
without some members doing extra duty.
Anyone interested in helping with this is invited to ring Springwood 51-2140 and I will be glad to give
details.
Mollie Vaughan
MEMBERSHIP: Memberships have remained at a high level during the year. We have lost several
valued friends and consistent supporters and continue to feel their loss. However twenty six new
members mostly local have joined our ranks and brought new talents and interests into the activities
of the Society. We welcome all new members and appreciate the help of several both local residents
and those who come further afield to help on the work.
Keen photography and an added interest in botanical investigation of herbs have widened our scope
on outings.
We have been most grateful for new workers at the Hut and hope to find a few more to lift the load
from some of the willing shoulders.
Visits to the Conservation Hut remain at about the same level and come from all the Australian
States and from thirty-three overseas countries.
Memberships - renewals are due and early receipt of subscriptions will be appreciated.
Isobel Bowden. Membership Secretary.
BIRD LIST:
There is to be a poster in the Hut listing the birds seen on the Blue Mountains. It
would be more interesting if coloured photographs of some of these birds could be added.
Could members help please by giving me any such photos from old magazines etc. They should be
on reasonably good quality paper, and no bigger than about 5 inch by 4 inch.
Winsome Gregory. Curator.

LIBRARY:
We are pleased with the new cupboard which our member, Mr R Watman so
generously gave of his time and skill to make for us. A number of new books have been added lately
including 3 Memorial ones.
A Guide to the Mammals of Australia. By WDL Ride (published 1970). Who has been Director of the
WA Museum, and is the author of many scientific papers on Australian mammals. The unique
drawings by the artist, Ella Fry, are a notable feature of this instructive and beautiful book, many of
which have been done at night under subdued lighting that gives them a special significance.
The book was bought by the Society with a donation given by the brother of Vera and Olga Smith in
memory of the sisters who were for years a wonderful help with our Hut Roster.
What Wildflower is That? BY Alec M Blomberg (published 1972). This very practical, attractive and
informative book with over 750 coloured illustrations has been added to the library in memory of
Margery Anderson who served the community so devotedly and whose love of beauty including the
natural bush was apparent for many years in her public work before she so enthusiastically joined
our society and greatly assisted as our liaison with Council.
Australia’s National Parks: Landforms, plants, animals revealed through nature reserves – by Vincent
Serventy. This comprehensive survey with its excellent illustrations has been donated by Betty and
Martin Kaub as a personal tribute to the memory of Margery Anderson. Martin has also donated a
booklet dealing with Legislation Administration and areas (plus complementary map) put out by the
Australian Conservation Foundation. Please replace these in booklet pocket provided at back of
book.
JOURNALS:
A very valuable part of the library work this year has been done by Beryl Cooley who
has spent many tedious hours sorting and enclosing in folders the numerous journals, newsletters
etc., connected with the Society which have been collected over the years. I should like to express
my gratitude for the work she has done and I hope members will show their appreciation by
borrowing these journals.
Margaret Pinniger.
OUTINGS:
The January outing to Beauchamp Falls was attended by a small group of enthusiasts
and again proved to be most enjoyable; many interesting features were observed including the
remarkable shale rock formations of Beauchamp Falls, which were surrounded by fine tristania and
coachwood trees. Some good specimens of fungi were found, observed and photographed.
The February outing also had its starting point at Evans Lookout, but this time we took the left hand
path and followed it along the top of the cliffs to Govett’s Leap.
This was a delightful walk and the views of the Grose Valley almost breathtaking, with the light and
shade and the great tree covered shoulders running down from the rock cliffs into the valley…
Nora Dillon.
********************

ORCHID REAPPEARS
The pretty little green-hood (Pterostylis reflexa) has been seen at Mount Victoria. A previous
recording was at Clarence twenty five years ago. This is a distinctive little flower with filiforme points
to the segments. It is similar in superficial characters to Pt. revolute but about half the size, and
having more rufus tints. The colony consisted of only five Flowering plants.
Nearby grew a specimen of the hyacinth orchid (Dipodium punctatum) thirty eight inches high, and
with beautiful rich colouring in the flowers.
Mr Don Blaxell of the Herbarium staff, Royal Botanic Gardens, Sydney is engaged in research into the
Genus Prasophyllum and has been to the Blue Mountains to obtain material during the Autumn.
*Isobel Bowden
WELCOME SWALLOW STUDY
Members are asked to look out for dead Welcome Swallows (Hirundo neoxena). If they have bands
on their legs, send the bands to CSIRO Canberra. Mrs P Park, organiser of the Welcome Swallow
Banding Project, has written this request.
The object of the project is to find out something of their migratory movements from Tasmania to
the mainland. Up till now, no Tasmanian banded Welcome Swallow has been picked up on the
mainland, or vice versa, Mrs Park writes.
****************
Editor: Graham Alcorn PO Box 39, Blackheath
MIXED FLOCKS OF BIRDS
With the main breeding season over, it is not unusual from now on through the Autumn to see
mixed flocks of small, insect-eating birds. Do they join forces for an hour or two, or for a long period?
On 3 occasions over a 3 week period last May and early June, my backyard was visited by a flock of
Buff-tailed Thornbills, accompanied each time by one male Scarlet Robin, one Yellow Robin and
some Striated Thornbills. So it seems this interesting assemblage knocks around together. On the
last visit they were joined by a female Scarlet Robin and two Brown Thornbills.
The first three species get the bulk of their food on the ground and my open grainy shrubbery and
weed-filled vegetable garden would suit them well. Unusual, however, to see a Yellow Robin out in
the open country like this as they generally keep to the thickly timbered slopes and gullies.
As the feeding habits of each species in these mixed flocks are different, it would seem that they do
not compete for the available insects and may even help one another, one species in the course of
its feeding, stirring up insects the other wants: Anyhow their cheerful visits are a delight, and an
added pleasure is the knowledge of the great number of insects they are demolishing in my garden.
Graham Alcorn

**************************************************
SUBMISSION ON THE BLUE MOUNTAINS TOWN PLAN.
Our Society’s submissions on the Blue Mountains Town Planning Scheme, having been unanimously
endorsed by a Special Meeting on January 24 have been handed in to the Blue Mountains City
Council.
A limited number of copies of the full submissions are being prepared for members and others who
wish to study them in detail. The document is in two parts—firstly, the principles on which we feel
the Plan should be based: secondly, an attempt to apply these principles to the Upper Mountains,
which involves specific proposals on Maps 4,5,6 & 7, covering Mt Victoria to Linden.
Planning Principles
We suggested that some of the fixed guide lines on which any development or zoning under the Plan
should be based are:1. Preservation of the unique nature and resources of the Blue Mountains region;
a. As a recreational and fresh-air region for people from the densely populated cities;
b. As an outstanding and world-renowned scenic and natural area for tourists;
c. As an area containing large tracts of National Parkland Wilderness for healthy
recreation, scientific study and sanctuary for native flora and fauna.
We point out that acceptance of these principles would involve the changing of some present official
attitudes, notably:
1. The attitude of the State Planning Authority, which accepts an increased population of the
Blue Mountains in Direct proportion to the expected increase on the Sydney plains. That is,
from our present population of 39,000 to 100,000 by the year 2000.
2. The Blue Mountains City Council also accepts a population growth according to what the
municipal services can cater for, again 100,000 people by the year 2000.
3. A favourite catch phrase of public figures and newspapers is that the best use of land in the
Blue Mountains is as a dormitory area for the industrialised plains.
Optimum Population.
We consider all these approaches are wrong, and propose that the Plan be based on an Optimum
Population figure determined by what population pressure the ecology of the region can withstand.
To find out this figure; we propose an Ecological Survey be made. In support, we quote from the
Hawkesbury River Valley Environmental Background Report (p.17) commissioned by the present
State Government. “The flight of metropolitan residents to the lower and middle mountains, to
escape the congestion and or pollution of the coastal plain and the Sydney urban pressures, could
conceivably gather such momentum that it generates conditions akin to those from which the same
people are seeking to escape”.

Creek Catchments
Another important issue is creek catchments, and our submissions state that, because of the
impermeable nature of the sandstone plateau, the preservation of the swamps at the heads of
creeks, and of the wooded slopes that feed them, is of considerably greater importance than in
other regions of different geological structure. Many have already succumbed to population
pressures, and steps to conserve what remain should be a major principle of the Plan.
We therefore, propose the introduction of a further zone into the Plan, with its own colour, (say,
dark blue) to cover creek catchments and creek banks, and that this be an inviolate zone.
Such a zone should include the creeks themselves, the swamps, both hanging and flat, that feed
them, and the wooded slopes that feed the swamps—generally sclerophyll forest, sometimes
heathland. Such a zoning would vary considerably in width and extent according to the topography.
In our proposals on the Plan maps, we have tried to show concretely where these creek catchment
zones could be, and it is still possible, even in Katoomba and Leura, to save quite a lot of the
catchment areas.
The lack of awareness of the importance of these creeks and swamps is shown by the fact that they
are not even fully delineated on the Planning Maps.
Other Proposals
We have made proposals on a number of other matters, such as Tourists Attractions, which should
be appropriate to the area, make the most of its unique offerings, and do no damage to it. On flora
and fauna, we stress the widely accepted principle that to conserve wildlife the most important
single thing is to conserve the habitat of the species.
We have proposed that the heathland between Bodington Hospital turn off and Queen Victoria
Hospital, from Table Land to the Western Escarpment, on King’s Tableland, be set aside as a Nature
Reserve. This is said to be the largest area of Montane Heath in the Upper Mountains.
A detailed submission calling for a halt to development on Sublime Point Road has been included.
Points to Commend
Our criticism of the Plan should not be taken to mean it is no good at all. We state our appreciation
of the manner in which it has been attempted to confine the development within the various
settlements, and give examples.
We commend and fully support the 1(g) Non-Urban Zoning used on cliff edges.
Further, it was noted with appreciation that the Blue Mountains City Council has submitted
proposals to the National Estate Inquiry for the preservation of all cliff edges on the Southern
Escarpment of the Blue Mountains.
There is no doubt that the formation of a Plan for the Blue Mountains is a step forward. The
proposals put forward by our Society, even if not at first accepted, constitute a policy upon which we
can fight for the integration of man and his environment in this still beautiful area.

Graham Alcorn.
********
STOP PRESS:
On March 2nd, in perfect weather, eight Society members camped the night on the Boyd Plateau. Six
others made a day-trip there. Members of the Colong Committee, spearhead of the Conservation
Movement’s fight to save the native forest on the Boyd, were also visiting the Plateau.
R.D.

