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Blue Mountains Conservation Society Inc.  

HUT NEWS  Issue No. 370  
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ñNature Conservation Saves for Tomorrowò 

ñCroc Parkò development at Wentworth Falls revived 
Thirty years ago, the Blue Mountains community campaigned against a ñFlora 
and Fauna Parkò, including a live crocodile exhibit, on Bodington Hill, 
Wentworth Falls.  The development was supported by the then pro-
development council.   

The campaign was lost and development approval given, but the development 
did not happen and has laid dormant for 30 years.   

On May 8 this year, residents reported that approximately 2-4ha of native 
vegetation has been clear-felled on this property, including in the E2 Environ-
mental Conservation zone, and risking major silt pollution in swamps and 
creeks on  the site.   

The Society is pursuing the matter and Council is investigating.   

Please read more on pages 2 and 3, and contact council urgently.  

Why GIVE A DAM?    
The wild rivers of the southern Blue Mountains form a 
landscape that has been largely untouched by modern 
society.  The area is home to 48 threatened plant and 
animal species, ancient river valleys, rare dry rainforests 
and hundreds of Indigenous cultural sites.  The signific-
ance of the southern Blue Mountains landscape led it to 
being inscribed on the World Heritage List in 2000. 

Ornithologist Martin Schultz describes the region as a 
"secret biodiversity wonderland" he says was once 
called Sydney's Jurassic Park. 

"The area is so special because it is a functioning 
ecosystem, you have dingoes keeping kangaroos under 
control and it's all working like it should - it's healthy." 

The plan to raise the dam wall will see the area flooded 
through a "controlled release" of water which Dr Schulz 
says threatens the biodiversity in the region.  He warns it 
could take hundreds of years for the ecosystems to turn 
into something functional again. 

 

Raising the Warragamba Dam wall will destroy 65 
kilometres of wilderness rivers and inundate 4,700 
hectares of the world heritage listed Blue Mountains 
National Park, threatening endangered wildlife and 
culturally significant Indigenous sites. 

Raising the Warragamba Dam wall is a developer-driven 
proposal that will make it easier to build on flood-prone 
land in western Sydney, but it will not stop floods.   

Read more:  https://www.giveadam.org.au/ 

Join the March at Katoomba on 9 June   

Help to demonstrate that there is massive community 
opposition to this project.   

Meet at Carrington Place, Katoomba.  We will make our 
way to the Kingsford Smith Park amphitheatre where 
there will be speeches and performances by local 
musicians and artists.  It will be a fantastic and family 
friendly day. Bring homemade banners, flags, posters.   

Blue Mountains students 

GIVE A DAM 

Have your say about the 
future use of Katoomba 

airfield at Medlow Bath 

Read more on page 5. 
 

óDestination Pagodaô 
7pm Tuesday 2 July at 

Mt Vic Flicks 

Showing of Gardens of Stone 
documentary, by the award 
winning film maker Tom 
Zubrycki.   

Read more on page 3. 

https://www.giveadam.org.au/
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The DEADLINE for the next issue    
of HUT NEWS is  
15 JUNE 2019 
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hutnews@bluemountains.org.au       
PO Box 29, Wentworth Falls 2782 
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10 Great Western Highway Wentworth Falls (next to Dillingerôs Nursery) is 

the site of the controversial óFlora and Fauna Parkô, which was the subject 

of a major community campaign opposing the development 30 years ago. 

The site is of high environmental and visual significance in a óLand Between 

Townsô area, which is meant to provide a vegetated buffer between 

Bullaburra and Wentworth Falls. The concrete driveway off the highway 

halfway up the hill (near the óWentworth Fallsô sign) is the entry to the site. 

What happened? 

Over an unknown period up to May 8, approximately 2-4 ha of native vege-

tation and trees was clear-felled and removed and/or slashed and spread 

over at least part of the cleared area. No sediment controls could be seen 

from the fence on the highway on May 9 when several BMCS members 

went to see the damage. It appears that clearing has been done in the E2 

Environmental Conservation zone at the property boundary on the highway, 

destroying the wildlife corridor leading to the tunnel under the highway. 

The clearing was reported to Council by local residents and the Society. 

The immediate concern is the potential for a major silt pollution event 

downhill into the large swamp and creeks on the site in the next heavy rain. 

Why didnôt anyone know about this? 

A construction certificate (CC) provided by a private certifier approving the 

vegetation clearing was lodged with the Council in December 2018. Council 

has no part to play in this process, other than to put the documentation on 

its website. The private certification system by-passes Council and there is 

no public consultation. The Council is the only entity that needs to be 

notified of the commencement of work done under a CC, at least 2 days 

before the work begins. The Society is trying to ascertain if the Council was 

notified. 

Was the landclearing legal? 

The CC is for ósite clearing: removal of vegetation only, for preparation of 

the approved Flora and Fauna Wildlife Parkô. The controversial park was 

granted development approval in November 1989 with 49 conditions of 

consent. 

Blue Mountains Conservation Society does not believe that a CC can be 

validly issued for land clearing only.  Further, the Society believes that the 

land clearing does not comply with the conditions of consent in the 1989 

development approval. These conditions required a number of reports, 

plans and other approvals before work could begin. 

Crocodile Park development  

at Wentworth Falls revived 

Tableland Road 

Dillingerôs  

Nursery 

Bodington Hill 

 CONTINUED ON PAGE 3.   

mailto:president@bluemountains.org.au
mailto:landuse@bluemountains.org.au
mailto:smithco@ozemail.com.au
mailto:fmatter@bigpond.net.au
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BMCS NURSERY PLANT 
SALES  

Our nursery is closed during the colder 
months.  We will reopen in August and 
volunteers will be selling plants at the 
Blackheath Community Market on the 1st 
Sunday in August and the Magpie 

Markets, Lawson, on the third Sunday in 
August. 

nursery@bluemountains.org.au 

BLUE MOUNTAINS CONSERVATION 
SOCIETY www.bluemountains.og.au 

óLike' us on Facebook:  
Blue Mountains Conservation Society 
Follow us on Twitter: bmcsnsw 

The Society is following up these issues with the 

Council and with MP for Blue Mountains, Trish Doyle. 

This event again raises questions about the private 

certification approval system in NSW. 

Hasnôt the development approval lapsed after 30 

years? 

Apparently not. This is because in 1996 the NSW 

Supreme Court, Court of Appeal, found work that the 

then owner of the site undertook just days before the 

development approval was due to lapse (November 

1992), constituted ócommencementô. If a development 

is deemed to have ócommencedô the development 

approval apparently never lapses.  

What happens next? 

The developer apparently intends lodging a CC for the 

actual construction of the Flora and Fauna Park. Note 

that a CC is an approval, not an application for 

approval. There will be no opportunity for public 

consultation. 

The Society is vigorously pursuing the matter and 

Council is investigating. The Council needs to know 

that the community is appalled by this environmental 

destruction, and that it expects the Council to pursue 

the matter and potentially take action against the 

owner and the private certifier if the lawfulness of the 

CC and the clearing is in doubt. 

Crocodile Park development revived (CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2) 

Councillor Pete 
By Denis Kevans 
 

Promoting a Crocodile Park in the Mountains, 

Councillor Pete made a sally: 

ñThereôs nuffenô to see in the Blue Mountains, 

 anyway 

Except a few rocks in a valley.ò 
 

Denis Kevans 

300 Funny Little Poems, 1998. 

What you can do right now. 

Contact the council by phone on 4780 5000 or email 

council@bmcc.nsw.gov.au stating your concerns about 

the land clearing and asking what the Council is doing 

about this.  

Also contact the councillors and the mayor.  Contact 

details can be found on Councilôs website. 

This photograph shows extent of clearing. 

'Destination Pagoda'  
Gardens of Stone documentary showing  

at Mt Vic Flicks, 7pm Tuesday 2 July  

A date for your diary! 

The new documentary by Tom Zubrycki, award winning 
documentary maker, tells the story of the Gardens of Stone 
campaign to protect this spectacular area and how its future 
hangs in the balance.  See it at Mt Vic Flicks, Mount Victoria. 

Lithgowôs main tourism potential lies in its beautiful, 
internationally significant pagoda landscapes.  The Gardens of 
Stone Alliance (Blue Mountains Conservation Society, Colong 
Foundation for Wilderness and Lithgow Environment Group) 
have developed a visitor plan called Destination Pagoda that 
proposes to significantly increase the number of visitors to 
Lithgow through the creation of new visitor opportunities in a 
state conservation area reserve in which underground mining is 
permissible.  The area's values can be protected and enjoyed 
by thousands just through the provision of basic recreation 
facilities that enable families to get close to nature and then 
enjoy a nice lunch in Lithgow.  

Ian Brown, adventurer, climber and respected park 
management consultant, will outline the potential of the 
Gardens of Stone as a world-class tourism and conservation 
reserve.  

Destination Pagoda (co-authored by Ian Brown and Elizabeth 
Dudley-Bestow) outlines a program to create an iconic, 
rewarding, must-see tourist destination. 

Copies of the Destination Pagoda plan will be available for sale.  
The event will run for approximately one hour.  There will be 
more information in our weekly emails and website shortly. 

mailto:nursery@bluemountains.org.au
mailto:council@bmcc.nsw.gov.au
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I recently revisited Binnaway near Coonabarabran in 
central western New South Wales. While there I went 
looking for a natural spring that flowed across the red dirt 
Bourke and Halls Road. The area had been an important 
place for the local indigenous people and was a 
corroboree ground. 

A more picturesque and reflective location you would be 
hard pushed to discover. The colours of the countryside 
became acutely focused in the wash from the afternoon 
sunlight. The constant sound of the spring water could 
be heard gurgling into a hollow between the sandstone, 
emerging mysteriously in a still expanse of water below. 
Indentations in the sand betrayed the recent pathway of 
a snake of reasonable girth. Random marks left where 
possible tools were sharpened and strange shapes 
depicted on the rock transported me back to another 
time. 

Since my visit I have been thinking about the spring and 
what made it so important to the Aboriginal people. The 
life giving importance of the spring water and its 
attraction for animals were evident. But what sacred or 
significant event could have taken place there? 

Coincidentally, I began reading Bob Randallôs 
autobiography ñSongman: the Story of an Aboriginal 
Elderò. Its opening chapters provided me with more food 
for thought. I began to ask more questions. What 

ñancestor beingò passed that way and what did it do 
there? Was it believed to be a place of ancestral creation 
and was it because of this that it had significance for the 
Aboriginal people? Did the ancestor being stay there and 
did the Aboriginal people believe it was responsible for 
the springôs existence? Was it still believed to be in the 
land or in the water? Was the snake trail I saw evidence 
that the ancestral being could have been a spirit snake? 

For a ceremony to be held there, something significant 
must have taken place. As a sacred site, there was a 
responsibility imposed on indigenous people to take 
great care of the place. Believing the spring to be on a 
dreaming track or song line, the road with its causeway 
could be viewed as a form of desecration. Driving over 
the roadway could also be judged in the same way. 

This place would have had its own story, its song, its 
dance and painting, and would have been believed by 
the Aboriginal people to possess the power to cause 
change. I thought of the appropriateness of Judith 
Wrightôs poem ñThe Bora Ringò for this place of 
significance. 

The song is gone; the dance 
is secret with the dancers in the earth 
the ritual useless, and the tribal story 
lost in an alien tale. 

A PLACE OF SIGNIFICANCE      Jim Low (http://jimlow.net) 

THIS IS A PLACE OF SIGNIFICANCE 
(a poem by Jim Low) 
 

This is a place of significance 
None of us came here by chance. 
What ancestral being passed this way? 
What happened here on a Dreamtime day? 
 

Did the spring explode from the Earth, 
Gushing upwards for all its worth? 
Was that the reason for ceremony? 
For I know about a corroboree. 
 

This is a place of significance 
None of us came here by chance. 
I followed the dusty Bourke and Hall Road 
Across the causeway the tyre treads showed. 
 

What song line played its way through here? 
What Dreaming ancestor did appear? 
Was it a snake whose mark I see? 
Is that why there was a corroboree? 
 

This is a place of significance 
None of us came here by chance. 
Have my tyre tracks caused you pain, 
Opened up old wounds again? 
 

Entrusted to treat this place with care 
My photos captured the beauty there 
The faded lines beside the spring 
A sharpening groove so the axe would sing. 
 

This is a place of significance 
None of us came here by chance. 
Here the life force can be found 
In the waterôs constant sound. 
 

É Jim Low  

http://jimlow.net



