
Printed on Australian-made 100% Recycled Paper                                            Hut News, No. 336, May 2016— Page 1. 

Blue Mountains Conservation Society Inc. 

HUT NEWS  
Issue No. 336 

May 2016 

“Nature Conservation Saves for Tomorrow” 

Workshop on Arboreal Mammals  

in the Blue Mountains 
You are invited by local ecologists Judy and Peter Smith to attend an 
evening workshop on the arboreal mammals of the Blue Mountains Local 
Government Area.  Come along if you would like to learn more about our 
night life – which gliders, possums, quolls and koalas are out and about at 
night, how to identify them, listen to their calls, find out where they live, how 
to find them – and consider how they might be monitored in the future.  

Over the last year, thanks to a 25
th
 Anniversary Landcare Grant, we have 

been undertaking spotlighting surveys across the LGA to find out how the 
arboreal mammals are faring locally.  We have been particularly interested 
in the Greater Glider which appears to be doing quite nicely at higher 
elevations but not faring well at lower elevations.  We plan to present our 
findings from this study and also to discuss ways in which the data that we 
have collected to date might be built upon in the future. 

When:  Thursday, 16 June 2016, 7-9 pm 

Where:  Santa Maria Centre Hall, Lawson (253 Great Western 

Highway, Lawson, between Somers St and Kitchener Road, next door to 
Our Lady of the Nativity Church).   

If you would like to come please RSVP to Judy and Peter Smith 
smitheco@ozemail.com.au or 4739 5312. 

(Sugar Glider:  photo taken recently by Peter Smith  

at Blue Gum Swamp Creek, Winmalee) 

You are invited to the book launch of 

GANDANGUURRA 
The Language of the Mountain People 

by Jim Barrett 
Guest Speaker Michael Jackson will launch the book 

Saturday 14
th

 May, 3 pm 
Mid Mountains Community Centre, 9 New Street, Lawson 

Enquiries 4739 1005  cctrhonda@bigpond.com 

More information on page 3. 

Likely Federal Election July 2016 
The choice of Federal Government that Australian 
voters make this year will have profound impacts 
on the future of our environment, particularly in the 
Greater Blue Mountains World Heritage Area.  We 
hope for parliamentary representatives who will 
take seriously the involvement of the Australian 
Government in World Heritage protection.   

Blue Mountains Conservation Society Federal 
Election Subcommittee has begun meeting with 
expected candidates in this year’s election.  The 
candidates appear keen to engage with us about 
environmental issues.   

We expect to be issuing a written questionnaire to 
candidates in local electorates once the election 
date is confirmed.  There could be just a few days 
for members to email in the questions about 
environmental issues you would like the 
candidates asked.   

Please email me promptly at 
president@bluemountains.org.au if there is an 
environmental issue on which you want to know 
the Federal Election candidates’ stance.   

Don Morison, President.   

Wollondilly River, Burragorang 

mailto:smitheco@ozemail.com.au
mailto:president@bluemountains.org.au
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Big tourism takes over?   
At the Council Meeting on 29 March 2016, Council voted to move forward 
on introducing a special new tourism zone in the Blue Mountains called 
Special Purpose 3 Tourist (SP3) and identified a number of existing tourism 
sites to be rezoned SP3. 

The Council commissioned a Strategic Tourism and Recreation Planning 
Study at the time LEP 2015 was being developed. The Study made a 
number of recommendations, including introducing the new tourist zone and 
rezoning some areas SP3. Council subsequently reviewed the 
recommendations and then prepared an Options Paper, which was publicly 
exhibited in late 2015. The Society made a submission to the Options Paper 
arguing that many of the sites identified were unsuitable for intensive 
tourism development, and opposed applying the SP3 zone in the Blue 
Mountains (see the Society’s website for a copy of the submission).  

Council has now reviewed the public submissions and has voted to 
commence the process to introduce the SP3 Tourist zone, which allows for 
intensive tourism development, into LEP 2015.  Council also recommended 
the following sites be re-zoned SP3: 

 Blackheath Caravan Park: Parts of this Council managed caravan park 
currently zoned RE1 Public Recreation and R2 lower density residential.   

 Hydro Majestic Hotel, Medlow Bath: Parts of the site currently zoned R1 
high density residential and low density residential/environmental E3 and 
E4 zones. 

 Scenic World, Katoomba: Parts of the site currently zoned RE2 Private 
Recreation. 

 Fairmont Resort, Leura: Parts of the site currently RE2 Private 
Recreation. 

The Society in its submission opposed these sites being rezoned SP3, 
arguing the current zonings were sufficient and that the use of the SP3 was 
not appropriate in the Blue Mountains.  The Society also raised concerns 
that the objectives of the SP3 zone were focused solely on intensive tourism 
development. Council has recommended that if the SP3 zone is used in the 
Blue Mountains a number of additional zone objectives should be adopted, 
mainly related to the conservation of environmental and scenic values.   

In addition to the above, Council also resolved to proceed with rezoning a 
number of other tourism sites, but not to SP3.  These rezonings were not 
included in the Options Paper, but are in response to site-specific 
submissions received as part of the Options Paper public submission 
process.  The community and the Society have therefore not yet had the 
opportunity to comment on these proposals.   These additional sites include: 

 Parklands Blackheath: Currently low density residential/environmental 
E4, proposed to be rezoned R1 high density residential and tourist 
accommodation. 

 Church Missionary Society Conference Centre Violet St Katoomba: 
Currently low density residential/environmental E4 and E2 
Environmental Conservation, proposed to be rezoned RE2 Private 
Recreation. 

 International Hotel School, Fitzroy St Leura: Currently zoned lower 
density residential, proposed to be rezoned R1 high density residential 
and tourist accommodation. 

 Echo Point Motor Inn: Currently zoned lower density residential, 
proposed to be rezoned R1 high density residential and tourism 
accommodation. 

A planning proposal is currently being developed by Council staff outlining 
the above rezoning proposals which will come back to Council in a couple of 
months for approval.  Once approved, the planning proposal will then be 
forwarded to the Department of Planning, which if approved by the 
department to proceed, will then go through a public exhibition process.  
The community will then have the opportunity to comment and make 
submissions on all the proposed rezonings outlined above. 

Land Use Sub-Committee, angela.langdon@bigpond.com 

mailto:president@bluemountains.org.au
mailto:bayern11@tpg.com.au
mailto:angela.langdon@bigpond.com
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No Western Sydney Airport – What Are We Doing?    Ross Coster 

The BMCS No Western Sydney Airport Sub-Committee 
(NWSA), No Badgerys Creek Airport (NoBCA), and 
Residents Against Western Sydney Airport (RAWSA) 
have forged an effective alliance against the airport. 

Our latest Flyer, Mark III, has been distributed by 
volunteers for some weeks now into letterboxes in 
Mulgoa, Luddenham, South Penrith, Erksine Park, 
Prospect, Blacktown and Lalor Park.  Ongoing volunteer 
work will be in Glenmore Park and St Clair. 

Why did we pick these suburbs?  

We picked them because they will be the worst affected 
by the operational airport in 2030. Most landings will 
happen over Mulgoa and Luddenham at very low 
altitude. Most take offs will be over Blacktown, again at 
low altitude. We want residents of these areas engaged 
in the campaign. 

We have also met with a myriad of other people to put 
our views. 

Meetings with Louise Markus, Mark Greenhill, Trish 
Doyle, Doug Cameron, Susan Templeman (Labor for 
Macquarie), Terry Morgan (Greens for Macquarie), Ed 
Husic (Labor Chifley), Michelle Rowland (Labor 
Greenway), even Bill Shorten have all happened or have 
been booked. 

NoBCA organised a Strategy Forum at Blacktown, 
attended by members of all three groups, as well as a 
number of politicians. Blacktown Mayor Stephen Bali is a 
strong supporter of the cause. 

Bob Treasure, a member of NWSA, organised a Greens 
High Speed Rail (HSR) Forum at Warrimoo which was 
interesting and very well attended. David Ballantine from 
Beyond Zero presented their HSR plan — East Coast 
High Speed Rail moving tens of millions of passengers 
every year, with no ongoing carbon footprint. 

Lee Rhiannon (Greens Senator) spoke about the people 
promoting the airport. Conspiracy theories thrive in our 
memberships!  Mehreen Faruqi (Greens MLC) spoke of 
the importance of a government-owned and operated 
public transport network. Terry Morgan (Greens for 
Macquarie) put the Greenhouse case that adding 20 
million tonnes per annum to greenhouse emissions 
cannot be allowed.  

Paul Goleby (RAWSA) and I were allowed in to see the 
PM at Glenbrook speak about his Vision for Australia. 
Paul engaged the PM, pushing the case for a curfew in 
the interests of equity. He did this over the heads of 200 
people with no equipment. Impressive! I skipped coffee 
with the PM, and joined the protest outside. 

Our banner turns up when we do, showing the logos of 
all three groups.  (see above) 

Mark Greenhill has convened a Mayoral Reference 
Panel to oppose the airport. Councillors and community 
members, including myself and Peter Dollin (RAWSA 
President), are working together to put our case. 
Councillors Myles, Van Der Kley and Bennett are strong 
opponents of the airport. 

RAWSA continue to wobble-board at multiple sites on 
multiple occasions each month, have printed hundreds  
of corflutes on recycled material, printed and now sell     
T-shirts. 

In short, we (the anti-airport community) are flat-out 
opposing this stupid proposal.  We have so many 
strategies to pursue, we need people to take them up 
and do them.  Please contact me if you would like to 
assist as there are many tasks which need to be 
undertaken.  Ross Coster, nwsa@bluemountains.org.au 

"GANDANGUURRA:  the Language of   

the Mountain People" 
The heart of the lands of the Gundungurra Peoples is 
the Burragorang Valley which is now flooded by the 
waters of the Warragamba dam. 

The living language of the Gundungurra People was lost 
as the People were largely dispersed to nearby areas.  
Apart from words that morphed into many local place 
names used today, there are few people who know how 
it was spoken. 

Jim Barrett's interest in the language sparked from his 
love of the Burragorang Valley and its People.  The 
sadness expressed by some that they knew only one 
word of their traditional language motivated Jim to 
research what had been preserved, and this led to 15 
years of work in putting together "Gandanguurra the 
Language of the Mountain People - and beyond".  This 
is a work of passion in honouring the traditional owners 
of the land Jim loves. It is also a technical linguistic 
reconstruction of the language. 

About 1000 to 1200 Gandanguurra words have 
survived. Additional grammar was gleaned by Jim via a 
study of Gandanguurra words, phrases and sentences 
as well as those of other languages. 

The spelling in the title is based on the phonetics of how 
the language was traditionally spoken, as outlined in the 
book. 

Book launch:  Saturday 14 May.  See page 1.   

mailto:nwsa@bluemountains.org.au
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Wollangambe River ten months after mine waste 

spill 

The Environmental Protection Authority (EPA) has said 
that it expects the clean-up of Clarence Colliery’s mine 
waste along the Wollangambe River to be completed in 
April.  A coal fines waste pile at Clarence Colliery 
collapsed in July 2015 sending toxic material into the river 
and the Greater Blue Mountains World Heritage Area 

EPA has said that waste must be removed in a way that 
“does not risk further damage to the environment”.  This 
may mean that some waste will not be removed.  National 
Parks Service, as the landowner for most of the affected 
river and land, will be consulted on the decision to stop 
the clean-up.    

BMCS’ concerns regarding the full impacts of this mine 
waste spill include not just the removal of the waste but 
also any damage done and continuing to be done to the 
aquatic vertebrate and invertebrate ecosystem.  However, 
any information the EPA has on this is not available as 
the EPA is still undertaking a legal investigation of the 
collapse.   

The mine waste piles are located directly above the 
headwaters of the Wollangambe River and close to the 
World Heritage Area.  These piles clearly need to be 
better managed, physically contained and located to 
prevent any future collapses into the World Heritage Area.   

It is hoped that there will be news about the outcome of 
this investigation before the anniversary of the spill on 
July 3.   

You can read the EPA’s media release here: http://
www.epa.nsw.gov.au/epamedia/EPAMedia16031503.htm 
and the current clean-up notice here: http://
www.epa.nsw.gov.au/prpoeoapp/ViewPOEONotice.aspx?
DOCID=-1&SYSUID=1&LICID=726 

Clarence Mine Environmental Licence review 

Meanwhile, the EPA’s proposed changes to Clarence’s 
pollution licence, which were advertised for public 
comment in November 2014, have not yet been finalised.  
The EPA was proposing to limit the discharge of certain 
pollutants and introduce a legally-binding Pollution 
Reduction Program.   

The mine collapse in 2015 put this review on hold for 
some time and, although the work has recommenced, 
there is no final outcome yet to tighten up Clarence’s 
pollution licence. 

Protecting Sydney’s drinking water supply  

On 31 March the independent Planning Assessment 
Commission (PAC) recommended against consent for the 
Russell Vale underground mine expansion near Cataract 
Dam and under the Sydney drinking water catchment 
Special Area.  One reason the PAC gave was that the 
proposal would not have a “neutral or beneficial effect on 
water quality” in the catchment. The PAC said that “The 
magnitude of water loss is uncertain … varying from 
minimal to 2.6GL/year.” which the PAC considered “a 
high risk situation”.   

Most developments in the Sydney drinking water 
catchment must have a neutral or beneficial impact on 

water quality to be approved.  This is central to 4Nature’s 
challenge to the Springvale Mine extension.  Environ-
mental group, 4Nature, has said this requirement was   
not correctly applied.  The court hearing is scheduled for 
9/10 May.  You can read more about 4Nature’s court 
challenge here:  https://facebook.com/stopspringvale/ 

Coal Mines in Gardens of Stone among worst 

water polluters 

A recent Lock the Gate report found that Springvale and 
Clarence mines were amongst the worst water polluters 
according to National Pollution Inventory data for 2013-
2014.  You can see the full report, Free-Loaders. Air and 
Water Pollution from NSW Coal Mines, here: http://
www.lockthegate.org.au/freeloaders 

Madi Maclean   mlhmaclean@bigpond.com  

 

Lawyer, feminist, environmentalist, mountaineer, 
Buddhist – the exceptional story of the first woman to 
practise law in New South Wales. 

Marie Byles’ life story has powerful narratives about 
human rights, conservation, ecology, feminism and 
spirituality, along with the personal fallibilities of a 
woman determined to be true to herself and her beliefs. 

“Marie Byles made a significant difference to women’s 
lives and taught Australians to value our natural 
heritage.  Anne McLeod’s biography gives deep insight 
into the inspirational qualities of this radical woman   
who never ceased striving for social and personal 
evolution.”  (The Hon. Elizabeth Evatt, AC) 

For more information and to purchase the book visit:  
www.annemcleod.com.au 

"There is something in the contact between the 
human being and nature which is very hard to 
explain, but as you lie on Mother Earth and          
look     up at the stars, the life force seems to      
bring a new health to your tired limbs and        
worried mind."  (Marie Byles). 

http://www.epa.nsw.gov.au/epamedia/EPAMedia16031503.htm
http://www.epa.nsw.gov.au/epamedia/EPAMedia16031503.htm
http://www.epa.nsw.gov.au/prpoeoapp/ViewPOEONotice.aspx?DOCID=-1&SYSUID=1&LICID=726
http://www.epa.nsw.gov.au/prpoeoapp/ViewPOEONotice.aspx?DOCID=-1&SYSUID=1&LICID=726
http://www.epa.nsw.gov.au/prpoeoapp/ViewPOEONotice.aspx?DOCID=-1&SYSUID=1&LICID=726
https://facebook.com/stopspringvale/
http://www.lockthegate.org.au/freeloaders
http://www.lockthegate.org.au/freeloaders
mailto:mlhmaclean@bigpond.com
http://www.annemcleod.com.au
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BMCS NURSERY PLANT SALES 
Our nursery offers the home gardener, landscaper or 
large contractor a big variety of quality local native 
plants at economical prices.  

Lawson Nursery, Wednesday and Saturday 
mornings, 9am to noon.  The nursery is located in 
Lawson Industrial Area, corner of Park and Cascade 
Streets - map on website www.bluemountains.org.au  

Blackheath Community Market, 1
st
 Sunday of the 

month at Blackheath Public School, 9am to 1pm. 

Magpie Market, 3
rd

 Sunday of month at Lawson Public 
School, 9am to 2pm.  

Tube stock $3.  Larger pots available.   

Discounts for bulk orders and large contracts. 

The nursery will close for the winter break at             
the end of May and reopen in August.   

Enquiries Sue Nicol 4787 8887, 
nursery@bluemountains.org.au  

The eulogy should be global 
Brian Marshall 

The recent approval of the Adani Carmichael coal mine 
resulted in letters to newspapers expressing outrage 
about the impact of the mine and its linked port facilities 
on climate change and the Great Barrier Reef.  The 
outrage commonly focused on the reef’s vulnerability, not 
least because parts are currently suffering extreme 
levels of bleaching.  The letters lasted a day before being 
displaced by the next day’s ‘news’.  This was 
disappointing because the impacts of the Carmichael 
Mine and the potential overall development of 
Queensland’s Galilee Basin have global dimensions.   

One letter, Eulogy to the reef’ (Amanda Berry, SMH, 
April 12, p13), made me realise that whereas there is 
concern about the reef as the world’s largest living 
structure and its value as a tourist asset, few see the 
broader picture.  The eulogy should extend beyond the 
reef to the many facets of our global environment, 
cultural heritage, and contemporary civilization, all of 
which are threatened by the human-induced climate 
change to which burning fossil fuels is a major 
contributor.  Anger at, and opposition to, the abuse of our 
global habitat should be sustained in the face of the 
many minutiae which comprise the incessant 24-hour 
news cycle. 

Approvals for the Adani Carmichael Mine come courtesy 
of the 'world's best minister' (Federal Environment 
Minister Hunt) and Queensland's Premier Palaszczuk.  
Both approvals are made possible because of the 
shameful treatment of greenhouse gas emissions within 
environmental impact statements.  In essence, 
emissions due to mining processes and transport to the 
shipping port are a negative factor in the assessment 
process, whereas those produced by burning the thermal 
coal are ascribed to the importing country.  Nothing to do 
with us!  We just mine the coal, pocket the money and 
export the consequences.  

The Carmichael mine plans to export 2.3 billion tonnes 
(bt) of thermal coal over its 60-year mine-life; this 
amounts to ~38 million tonnes per annum (mtpa), if 
evenly distributed

1
.  Emissions ascribed to mining 

equipment, direct losses from fractured coal, and rail to 
the port will be ~200 million tonnes (mt) CO2 over mine-
life, or 3.3 mtpa

2
, whereas emissions from burning the 

coal in the importing country will amount to ~4.6 bt CO2 
over mine-life, or ~77 mtpa

3
.  There are three matters to 

learn from this: first, the 60-year mine-life and associated 
statistics are predicated on demand for coal withstanding 
the transition to renewables – let’s hope it doesn’t!  
Second, emissions from burning the coal exceed those 
from mining and exporting it by a factor of ~23.  And 
third, exporting the exorbitant emissions make us the 
lucky country, but a pity about the world! 

By 2005, Australia had overtaken the USA through 
having higher CO2 emissions per capita than any other 
major western nation

4
.  It has maintained that unenviable 

record through to the present
5
 and, if exported emissions 

were included, the disparity between Australia and the 
others would escalate.    

Why emphasise the exported emissions when this is the 
currently accepted practice?  First, it is principally 
advantageous to countries (such as Australia and USA) 

which export fossil-fuel resources;  countries exporting 
manufactured goods have internalized their emissions.  
Second, it distorts the assessment of environmental 
impacts when mining and exporting the resource is 
under consideration.  In essence, were Australia to 
accept its exported emissions

6
, the economic and growth

-driven Commonwealth and State Governments would 
not, with any conscionable degree, be able to approve 
massive thermal coal mines geared predominantly for 
export.  Very simply, the optimistic economic data within 
an environmental impact statement's cost/benefit 
analysis would drown beneath the massive costs of the 
discrete and cumulative impacts of emissions on 
humanity’s health, global warming, the world’s oceans 
and food bowls and, of course, the Great Barrier Reef. 

Some may argue that those importing and burning the 
coal are responsible for emissions.  After all, if you give 
someone a gun, it is that person’s responsibility if it is 
used as a weapon.  Conversely, if you provide that gun 
knowing that the person intends to shoot someone, you 
are an accessory to murder.  Mining and exporting 
massive tonnages of coal when the consequences are 
scientifically established is comparably inexcusable. 

It is time for Australia to take responsibility for its 
environmental vandalism, stop exacerbating a global 
climatic catastrophe, and for once stop leading from 

the rear. 
1  This is a useful statistic for our purposes, but production 
typically follows a flat-topped bell curve as it slowly builds to an 
anticipated peak of ~60 mtpa, retains that level for a 
considerable period and then slowly declines.  
2  As with endnote 1, this is a useful statistic, but there will be 
variations as a function of the production-rate.   
3  Again, although useful for comparative purposes, the 
duration over which the coal is burnt will be demand-driven and 
may be a diminishing function of mine-life. 
4   http://edgar.jrc.ec.europa.eu/overview.php?v=CO2ts_pc1990
-2014&sort=des9 
5  http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-08-11/climate-change-what
-top-15-emitters-are-promising/6686548 
6  I do emphasise that Australia is not the only country 
effectively exporting its emissions, and that there has been 
some international discussion about the apportionment of 
exported emissions, but it is (deliberately?) in the ‘too hard’ 
basket 

http://www.bluemountains.org.au
mailto:nursery@bluemountains.org.au
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Part 1 of this series was published in April 2016 Hut 
News—http://www.bluemountains.org.au/hutnews-

archive.shtml 
 

The First Dog 

The earliest version I have found of the origin of the 
name Black Dog Track was published in 1935.

5
  

A forebear of our good friend, cattleman Norbert 
Carlon-- the “doorkeeper” of the Wild Dogs-- wanted 
to find a shorter route for his cattle from the 
Burragorang Valley to the upper Cox River, and one 
of his aboriginal boys assured him there was such a 
route, and offered to show it to his “boss.” After 
fighting his way up the spur and climbing through the 
funnel in the rim rocks, the “boss,” very short of 
breath, sat down, looked into the canyon they had 
conquered, and said: “Well, Jackie, she is certainly a 
Black Dog of a track.” And so the new route became 
known as Carlon’s Black Dog track. 

A similar account was published in the Catholic 
Bushwalking Club magazine in 1958. Members of this 
club had a close association with the Carlon family of 
‘Green Gully’ in Megalong. 

An uncle of Norbert Carlon of Green Gully, a Mr 
O’Reilly, had properties in Lowther and Burragorang 
Valley, and travelling between the two points by the 
extremely circuitous route of Camden and the Blue 
Mountains represented a severe strain. Some of the 
aborigines offered to show Mr O’Reilly a quicker route 
between the two points, and following the Cox up from 
the Burragorang they reached the ridge so well known 
to walkers two miles below the Kowmung Junction. 
The season was a hot summer and with Mr O’Reilly 
on horseback and the natives on foot, it was quite a 
laborious effort to ascend the ridge, particularly 
without the refinement of a track as we know to-day. 
On reaching the top, Mr O’Reilly is reported to have 
looked down the 1200’ drop to the Cox and said, 
“Well, that was a black dog of a mountain.”

6 

By the time these stories of the Carlons were recorded, 
the details had been passed down as oral history for up 
to 50 years, so some variation of the details is 
understandable. The Mr O’Reilly referred to was Robert 
O’Reilly (1841-1915), an uncle by marriage of the writer 
Bernard O’Reilly (1903-1975)

7
. He is known to have had 

close associations with the Gundungurra people of the 
Burragorang Valley. The date of this ‘discovery’ of the 
Black Dog route is not mentioned, but could be narrowed 
down by researching O’Reilly’s land holdings in 
Burragorang and Lowther. Jim Barrett was of the opinion 
that it happened in the late 19

th
 century.

8
  Although 

Robert O’Reilly’s parents were in the Burragorang Valley 
from the early 1840s, I have not been able to locate land 
owned by him in the upper Cox River catchment prior to 
1889. It is quite likely that Robert O’Reilly was not the first 
to take cattle up the Black Dog track as it was in use in 
the 1870s by Edward Lomas Moore (1822-1887). 

In the 1870s Megalong was… used chiefly as a cattle 
run by a Mr Moore of Camden, the cattle were bought 
up through the Burragorang along a track up what 
was known as “Black Dog Mountain”, with a grade of 
about 1 in 2. There was a stockman to look after cattle 

for Moore, with the assistance of a few aboriginals, 
who wandered from there to Kanimbla and back to 
Burragorang-- “Black Bet”, “George Miranda”, 
“Russell”, “Mick Angelo”.

9 

George Miranda (c.1822-1882) was a son of the Burra 
Burra leader Jackie Miranda. “Black Bet”

10
 was well 

known in the Kanimbla Valley-Hartley area and was 
mentioned in Bernard O’Reilly’s book “Cullenbenbong”. 

“Russell” was Billy Russell (c.1834-1914). This story is 
quite plausible as Moore established the ‘Colong’ station 
in Burragorang in 1867 and acquired the ‘Megalong’ 
station in Megalong Valley in 1871. Robert O’Reilly 
probably ‘rediscovered’ a route which had previously 
been in use by Moore’s stockman. 

The Burragorang and Megalong Valley settlers, and the 
early bushwalkers, used the name Black Dog Track to 
refer to the whole length of the cattle pad between the 
Tolhurst (later Carlon’s) Farm and the Cox River, not just 
the steep descent at the end. This track followed the 
Aboriginal route between the two valleys. 

The 1958 article’s description of “the refinement of a 
track” on the Black Dog Ridge does not refer to a 
constructed track, but to a ‘pad’ worn in by the hooves of 
cattle and horses, and later kept open by the boots of 
bushwalkers. During the El Niño event of the late 1970s,  
I decided to see if the upper end of Lake Burragorang 
had receded enough to allow access to Apple Tree Flat 
on foot via the Black Dog Track. At that time, the pad was 
still quite visible, as it had been in use by bushwalkers 
until 20 years before my visit, when the lower Cox River 
was flooded and the Water Board made it illegal to 
access the area. On my last trip to this spot, during the 

NAMING THE WILD DOG MOUNTAINS—Jim Smith   (Part 2 of 7) 

Continued on page 7. 

 
 Billy Russell (Werriberrie), a traveller on the Black Dog Track.      

This photo was taken a few weeks before his death in 1914. 

http://www.bluemountains.org.au/hutnews-archive.shtml
http://www.bluemountains.org.au/hutnews-archive.shtml
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John Hunt 

Amanda Worgan 

David Worgan 

Welcome to new members 

next El Niño period of the early 2000s, I wanted to find 
the Black Dog Rock which is shown on Myles Dunphy’s 
‘Gangarang Wild Dog Mountains…’ map and mentioned 
in early bushwalkers’ accounts. This landscape feature, 
which bushwalkers looked for to indicate the bottom of 
the track, may have also been a landmark for the 
Gundungurra. Dunphy described it as “lower part 
submerged”, implying it was in the bed of the Cox River. 
Although this arm of Lake Burragorang had receded, 
there was no prominent rock visible. Perhaps it had 
become covered with silt when it was under water. 

To understand the origin of Robert O’Reilly’s expression 
‘black dog’ I consulted the standard reference to 
Australian English usage: The Australian National 
Dictionary. A Dictionary of Australianisms on Historical 
Principles, edited by W.S. Ramson (Oxford University 
Press, Melbourne, 1988). 

Ramson does not include the expression ‘black dog’ in 
his book but notes on page 57 that the word ‘black’ can 
be “used pejoratively in collocations”, for example as 
‘black animal’, ‘black bastard’, ‘black cur’. He also 
records the Australian usages of the word ‘black’ to 
denote “malignant” or “disastrous” events and also in 
descriptions “incurring censure”. 

Ramson records various negative connotations of 
Australian usage of the word ‘dog’ in combinations that 
“connote restriction or deprivation” including “dog-poor” 
and associations with betrayal such as changes of 
allegiance and informers in prison. 

So the expression ‘black dog’ used by Robert O’Reilly 
does not really have any canine associations but was a 
combination of two pejorative terms.

11 

 

Endnotes: 
5  Walter Roots, ‘Wild Dogs’, The Sydney Bush Walker 
Annual, 1935, p.6. 
6  Anonymous, ‘The Wild Dog Mountains’, The Waysider, 
April 1958, p.22. 
7  

The sister of Peter Luke O'Reilly (the father of Bernard 
O'Reilly) married Robert O'Reilly. They were not related but 
shared the same surname. 
8  Jim Barrett, Place Names of the Blue Mountains and 
Burragorang Valley, 1994, p.59. 
9  J. Berghofer, Notes on the Megalong and Kanimbla 
Valleys, Blue Mountains Historical Society, 1962. 
10  Bet is the Gundungurra woman who was supposed to 
have supplied the name of the township of Katoomba. 
However, this item of oral history has been much 
misunderstood. 
11  In recent decades, after the publication of Ramson’s 
book, ‘black dog’ has developed a new meaning as a 
metaphor for depression. This usage has been attributed to 
Winston Churchill. 

 

Naming the Wild Dog Mountains  
(continued from page 6) 

BLUE MOUNTAINS BOTANICALS 

Watercolours by pioneering conservationist 

ISOBEL BOWDEN 
16 April, 21 May & 18 June 2016 

WOODFORD ACADEMY 

90-92 Great Western Highway, Woodford 
 

Museum/Café open 10 am to 4 pm 

Museum/Exhibition Entry:  

Adult $6/$4, Family $15 
Guided Tours $2 

A 2016 National Trust Heritage Festival Event 

Bird counts … how do they do it! 
There is a pretty good 
chance that most people 
will drive straight past the 
Mount Boyce lookout.  One 
of the highest points in the 
Mountains, it’s on the 
highway between 
Blackheath and Mount 
Victoria. 

After living in the Blue 
Mountains for twenty 
years, I recently had cause 
to pull over for just the 
second time, on my way to 
check out autumn colours 
in Mount Wilson.  Low 

cloud in the Megalong Valley had caught my attention 
whilst passing through Katoomba.  We who live here 
are so fortunate to see the beautiful weather changes 
from day to day — fine blue skies, rain, scurrying clouds 
and, providing you are wearing warm gear, those cold 
westerly winds.  You can see for miles down to the 
Southern Highlands and the city skyline.   And let’s not 
forget that magic mountain mist, so very special. 

No sooner had I pulled into the Mount Boyce lookout, I 
could hear them coming - the migrating Yellow-faced 
Honeyeaters.  This is the time of year when real, 
dedicated “birdos” go out and do “counts” of this 
spectacular movement. 

Nine thirty in the morning, my brief stop became half an 
hour.  I wasn’t going to miss this.  Out came the 
thermos, coffee, biscuits, grapes, and binoculars of 
course.  These pesky little creatures move so quickly it’s 
hard to capture their very brief stop upon a branch 
before moving on. 

Bird count … sorry, couldn’t do it!  We weren’t talking 
hundreds here, but thousands.  What a bonus, so 
exciting and rewarding.  I have never seen so many. 

Eventually I made Mount Wilson.  Lovely drive, autumn 
colours and, yes, a few more feathered friends around. 

Ron Hyslop. 

Photo:  Yellow-faced Honeyeater (Wikipedia) 
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Readers of Hut News are invited to send a poem inspired 
by the Blue Mountains, maximum of 20 lines.  Each 
month, one or two will be published in Poets’ Corner.  
Poems can be emailed to brendan049@gmail.com or 
even posted to Poets’ Corner at 5 Lurline Street, 
Wentworth Falls 2782.  Brendan Doyle.   

A Blue Mountains sonnet 
 

A patchwork of green, emerald to lime, 

The soft tapestry cushion of another time 
The morning mist rises with ghost-fingered hands 

Twists and contorts in a faraway land 

Of fairies and elves and magical beings 
Passing us by with their eyes all-seeing 

Mere mortals who worry and hurry and more 
Who miss all the things that nature adorns 

Take just one minute to think and to muse 

On all of the treasures we surely will lose  
If we don’t stop and gaze with wonder and awe  

At the clouds and the mist and the trees standing tall 
 

Here’s what we must do – remember, that’s all 
The world will survive though we stumble and fall. 
 

Sandra Nichols 
 

Poetry Writing Group looking for more members.  We meet 

in Katoomba Library on the third Sunday of the month 

from 1pm to 3pm.  Contact Sandra 0438 415 715.  

BMCS Planning and Development 
Resource Kit 

Do you want to take action on an 
environmental issue in your 
neighbourhood or the Blue Mountains 
more broadly?  

Do you want information about the laws 
and procedures relating to development 
and environmental protection? 

Find out what YOU can do!  Go to the 
Planning and Development Resource Kit 
www.bluemountains.org.au/pdrk-
welcome.shtml 

JOIN Blue Mountains Conservation Society,  
or renew your membership online.  

www.bluemountains.org.au 

Wild Life in Blackheath  Christine Davies 

This little ball of fluff is a young Eastern Yellow Robin.  
During April it has been a frequent visitor to the bird 
bath, splashing and fluffing its feathers.  If disturbed, it 
will fly to the side of a nearby tree and look at you.  The 
breast has been gradually turning yellow but still has a 
way to go.   

A delightful little bird, it is very welcome. 

I like Bernard O’Reilly’s description in “Green 
Mountains”:  

Often when working alone in the jungle, cutting 
new tracks or clearing up cyclone debris, through 
lack of human company, I fall to brooding over and 
magnifying my troubles, when my most beloved of 
birds, the yellow robin, comes saucily into the 
picture and alights on the side of a tree, perhaps 
about four feet from me and looks at me with head 
cocked on one side.  Then he flies down to the 
ground and up on to the side of another tree, looks 
at me again with head tilted at a crazy angle—he 
never alights on anything horizontal—any fool bird 
could do that—and this little pantomime goes on 
until I laugh aloud, for it is impossible to mistake 
the warm friendship of the small creature.   

 

Morning tea with Malcolm 
On Wednesday 30 March I attended ‘Morning Tea with 
the Prime Minister’ at the invitation of Louise Markus.  I 
didn’t get to meet the man, surrounded as he was by 
masses of Liberal Party faithful taking selfies, but I did 
get to hear a pair of standard campaign speeches, one 
from Louise and one from Malcolm. 

I now know that the NBN is rolling along marvellously 
thanks to Malcolm, that lots of jobs are being created, 
that Senate voting reforms are fantastic.   I learned that 
Malcolm is working on his EQ (Emotional Intelligence), 
whereby he tries to put himself into other people’s shoes 
to understand the impact of decisions on their lives, to be 
more ‘empathic’.   

He told us he feels our distress about aircraft noise, as 
he has a flight path over his home too, but that these 
things often seem worse than they really are. 

Of course, his flight path only takes 15% of flights from 
Mascot due to noise sharing and they don’t happen 
between 11 pm and 6 am due to the curfew.  And the 
planes take off over the ocean, not over a World Heritage 

Area.   Ross Coster. 

mailto:brendan049@gmail.com.au
http://www.bluemountains.org.au/pdrk-welcome.shtml
http://www.bluemountains.org.au/pdrk-welcome.shtml
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You can become a member                 
of Blue Mountains    

Conservation Society 

 Post this Application Form with your cheque 
or money order to:  Blue Mountains 
Conservation Society, PO Box 29, 
Wentworth Falls, NSW 2782, OR 

 Join online at: www.bluemountains.org.au 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

(Use capitals please—even for email address) 

Name(s)  1. ……………………………………. 

   2. …………………………………….

   3. ………………………………….. 

Address:  ……………………………………... 

……………………………………PC ……… 

Phone(s) ……………………………………….. 

Email ………………………………………… 

I/We agree to support the aims and objectives 
of the Society as set out on reverse side of this 
membership application: 

Please sign if named above.  

Signature(s) 1. ……………………………….. 

    2 ………………………………… 

    3 ………………………………… 

MEMBERSHIP FEES  (please circle one item) 

Single $35   Concession (Senior/Student)$25 

Household $40    Household Concession $30 

Corporate (negotiable)  

 Membership (circled above) $ ……… 

 Donation (tax deductible)  $ ……… 

 Bushwalkers:  please add  

  $20 per walker per annum.  $ ……… 

TOTAL AMOUNT      $............. 

Would you like to be involved in any of the 
following activities or working groups?  (Please 
underline):   
Land use/development issues;  Environmental 
Education;  Threatened species issues;  Website 
and social media;  Plant nursery assistance;  
Bushcare;  Publicity/photography;  Water 
quality/sourcing studies;  Administration;   

 
ENQUIRIES:    Phone 02 4757 1872 

Email:  membership@bluemountains.org.au 

Send my copy of Hut News by  

Please tick box   □mail      □ internet only 

A BEQUEST:  Please remember 

us in your Will. 

The Law Society of NSW recommends 
the following wording:  “I bequeath the 
sum of   $ … to the Blue Mountains 
Conservation Society Inc. for its 
general purposes and declare that the 
receipt of the treasurer for the time 
being of the Blue Mountains 
Conservation Society shall be 
complete discharge to my executors in 
respect of any sum paid to the Blue 
Mountains Conservation Society”.   

A 15 Million-Year-Old Song    Louise Bennett 

Lyrebirds are ancient; the Australian Museum houses fossils of 
lyrebirds dating back about 15 million years.  Their enchanting 
songs have been echoing through the forests for a very long time, 
and they’ve had plenty of years to practice mimicking the sounds of 
other birds. 

The Blue Mountains is home to the Superb Lyrebird (Menura 
novaehollandiae). It’s a treat indeed to meet one of these birds 
performing in the bush. Usually lyrebirds are extremely shy – their 
escape from an approaching human resembles a panic attack, as 
they run haphazardly towards the undergrowth, squealing in alarm. 

I met a lyrebird last winter on the Dardanelles track (in the Jamieson 
Valley) who didn’t seem the least bit shy, in fact he put on a sterling 
performance for me (well, maybe there was one other bird nearby to 
impress). I stood transfixed for at least 15 minutes, witnessing a 
delightful performance of mimic song and dance, as the lyrebird 
showed off his virtuosity with great gusto. At least six types of 
birdsong comprised his repertoire. 

Is a lyrebird’s mimicry all about attracting a mate, or is there 

more to the story?  

Vocal mimicry plays a more central role in the lives of birds than we 
realise, and it’s a mystery that experts are gradually unravelling. 
“Mimicry is a part of their language,” says Jaynia Sladek, from the 
Australian Museum’s ornithology department. “For some species it’s 
like advertising: ‘I am very fit because I can learn a lot of different 
birds’ calls.’” 

Lyrebirds actually sing throughout the year, not only during the 
winter mating season. Scientists believe that mimicry helps lyrebirds 
to vocally mark out their territory and defend it from other lyrebirds. 
Astonishingly, a Superb Lyrebird can imitate more than one bird 
calling at the same time, which creates confusion for nearby birds.  

Lyrebird litter-bugs 

Some Blue Mountains residents are fortunate to have lyrebirds visit 
their gardens, and listening to their mimicry can make a close 
acquaintance with lyrebirds a rewarding experience. However, they 
can spoil their welcome by raking up garden beds and scattering 
leaf litter. To prevent this from happening, use wildlife-safe netting 
over garden beds, and also use a compost bin (as lyrebirds are 
tempted by open compost heaps). 

Note: as the mating season (winter) approaches, local lyrebirds will 
be out in full force. Enjoy their ancient songs! 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Australian_Museum
https://soundcloud.com/alziell/superb-lyrebird-male-imitating-kookaburras-ahdalziell
https://soundcloud.com/alziell/superb-lyrebird-male-imitating-kookaburras-ahdalziell
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BLUE MOUNTAINS 

CONSERVATION SOCIETY 

Blue Mountains Conservation Society is a 
community organisation working to achieve 

the preservation and regeneration of the 
natural environment of the Greater Blue 

Mountains.   

The Society believes that World Heritage 
status provides an opportunity for local 

community members to become custodians of 
the unique biodiversity and scenery of the 

Blue Mountains.   

The Mission of the Society is to help conserve 
the natural environment of the Blue 

Mountains. 

The Aims and Objectives  
of the Society are to: 

 Disseminate and foster an understanding 
of the ideals of Conservation. 

 Promote the need for ecological 
sustainability. 

 Protect the natural environment—flora, 
fauna, habitat, water, land and air. 

 Actively oppose those human activities 
which degrade or destroy the natural 
environment. 

 Repair the adverse effects of human 
activities upon the environment. 

 Encourage the love of the natural 
environment by conducting a regular 
program of bushwalks. 

 Increase the pool of expert knowledge 
about the natural environment, through 
meetings, excursions, research and other 
activities. 

 Provide information to the public on 
matters of Conservation, especially 
through the Conservation Hut at the 
Valley of the Waters, Wentworth Falls. 

 Maintain close and friendly relations with 
like-minded groups. 

VALLEY OF THE WATERS 
BUSHCARE 

The Valley of the Waters Bushcare Group 
meets on the second Saturday of each 
month, 9am till noon.  Tools and gloves 

are available.  Bring a drink, a snack       
and a sunhat.   

New members are welcome.  
Phone Karen 4757 1929. 

Read about our bushwalkers’ exploits on Face-

book—with lots of wonderful photos. 

https://www.facebook.com/BmcsBushwalking  

https://www.facebook.com/bmcslongerbushwalks  

Powerful Owl Project 
Birdlife Australia is gearing up 
for another exciting Powerful 
Owl breeding season!  There 
have already been reports of 
Powerful Owl pairs forming (or 
re-forming) and calling to each 
other, so things are starting to 
happen! 

If you are interested in 
becoming a Powerful Owl 
Project volunteer or would like 
to submit a sighting of a 
Powerful Owl, please contact 
powerfulowl@birdlife.org.au 

You can help us learn more 
about the Powerful Owls by 
letting Birdlife Australia know if 
you see or hear one in your 
area.  Send an email (to the 
email address above) with your 
location (street address or GPS 
location), an attached photo or 
call recording (if you have it), 
details of when you saw or heard the bird, and anything interesting 
you noticed about where it was or what it was doing (e.g. holding 
prey, perched on a tree branch). 

The Powerful Owl (Ninox strenua) is the largest of the Australian 
nocturnal birds and is endemic to south-eastern Australia.  It is found 
throughout the outer suburbs of the Greater Sydney metropolitan 
area, particularly where these suburbs adjoin substantial areas of 
bushland and reserves.  Powerful Owls mate for life and pairs defend 
an all-purpose territory year-round.   They nest inside large hollows 
of big old trees and usually roost during the day among the dense 
leafy foliage of tall understorey trees and shrubs.  

Powerful Owls feed almost exclusively on large tree-dwelling 
mammals, especially the Common Ringtail Possum, but they also 
take birds like Rainbow Lorikeets, Sulphur-crested Cockatoos and 
Australian Magpies.  The Grey-headed Flying Fox is also a favourite 
food item for the owls, especially when there is a Flying Fox colony 
near their territory.  Powerful Owls need to eat approximately one 
possum (or flying fox) per night.  This food requirement increases 
during their winter breeding season, and it continues into the 
following spring and summer as the one or two dependent baby 
owlets become ever more demanding. 

Read more:  http://birdlife.org.au/projects/powerful-owl-project/getting
-involved-pow 

(Photo:  Powerful Owl, Royal Botanic Gardens, April 2013.       

Christine Davies.) 

 

BLUE MOUNTAINS CONSERVATION SOCIETY 
www.bluemountains.og.au 

‘Like' us on Facebook:  
Blue Mountains Conservation Society 

Follow us on Twitter: bmcsnsw 

https://www.facebook.com/BmcsBushwalking
https://www.facebook.com/bmcslongerbushwalks
mailto:powerfulowl@birdlife.org.au
http://birdlife.org.au/projects/powerful-owl-project/getting-involved-pow
http://birdlife.org.au/projects/powerful-owl-project/getting-involved-pow
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A BLUE TRAIL:  Natural and cultural experiences 

in the western Blue Mountains    Don Morison.   

17.  AROUND LONDONDERRY RESERVE, River Lett 

Catchment. 

The River Lett received its name when someone reading the 
1814 survey notes made by Surveyor George W Evans did not 
pick up that he’d intended to write the word “rivulet”.  It is a 
relatively short waterway with an eclectic series of landscapes 
along its course.   

In an accessible section, motor traffic crosses the Joseph 
Morris bridge, named after a local pioneer whose descendant, 
Barry Morris, was an apple grower who became Liberal State 
MP for the Blue Mountains until disendorsed due to a court 
case involving “joke” phone calls made in theatrical voices.   

A few hundred metres downstream, the waterway filters lazily 
through a bed of reeds along the boundary of the Londonderry 
Reserve.  Nearby is a property owned by the children of a 
woman who kept emus raised from chicks brought from Cobar.   

The surviving emus often greet visitors who pull off the road 
near Londonderry Reserve to admire the birds and the excellent 
view of Mount York (where the three explorers, whose tracks 
Surveyor Evans was following, realised in 1813 that they had 
crossed the mountains into a new landscape). 

 

18.  CARLOTTA ARCH, Jenolan Caves 

Many of the Jenolan visitors who begin their caves walking 
excursion from the overflow carpark will pause to admire the 
majestic Carlotta Arch and the view through it to the Blue Lake, 
far below.   

Carlotta Adams was the daughter of PF Adams who surveyed 
the Devil’s Coachhouse, another spectacular open cave.  The 
sides of this natural arch contain hints of the abundance of 
“stalactite” formations the visitor can expect on a guided cave 
tour.  The range of birds, reptiles and insects frequenting the 
nooks and crannies of the open caves and their surrounds is 
naturally much more diverse than is the case with the 
underground caves.   

The unique blue of the lake, so often framed by Carlotta Arch in 
photographs, is caused by the dissolution of limestone in the 
chilly waters flowing through some of the underground caves.  
In recent years, a platypus family has been noticed residing in 
the lake.   

This “Blue Trail” is a collective description for sites in 
the western Blue Mountains that arouse natural or 
cultural interest or both.  Most are only a short walk 
from roads or vehicular tracks.  One day, a high 
quality walking path may link them.   

Photos:  Visitors gaze through Carlotta Arch at 

the Blue Lake  (Geoff Dernee);  An emu interprets 

Mount York for visitors to the River Lett catch-

ment;  Reeds by Londonderry Reserve (Christine 

Davies). 
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BLUE MOUNTAINS CONSERVATION SOCIETY Inc:  BUSHWALKING ACTIVITIES 
Membership of the bushwalking group is open to Society members.  The BMCS Bushwalking Guide which explains the 
numbered grades can be found on the Society’s website www.bluemountains.org.au or can be posted on request.  For more 
information call Maurice Kerkham 4739 4942, mobile 04024 02783, email mauricekerkham@hotmail.com  or write to PO Box 
29, Wentworth Falls 2782.  Late changes to the program will be published on the website.  

SATURDAY WALKS:  Usually a full day longer walk at a faster pace.  Bring morning tea, lunch and adequate water.  If you are 
a new walker to Saturday walks, before attending contact the designated contact person or the Group Co-ordinator Jim Percy— 
phone 4758 6009, email jp34@tpg.com.au   Check www.bluemountains.org.au for updates.   

MONDAY LEISURE WALKS:  Short Day walks of 3-5 hours, suitable for walkers of an average fitness.  Bring morning tea 
and lunch and adequate water.  The Group Co-ordinator is Keith Dorrian, 4736 1010, 04111 62345, keithdor53@hotmail.com 

May 14  Gardens of Stone – off track - part exploratory. Contact Leader for more detail.  Leader Hugh 0423309854.  5 km.  

 Grade 3.  Map Cullen Bullen. 

May 21 Dark’s Cave and Fortress Rock – Blue Mountains history - Leader Eddie 4784 2691. Meet at Primary school in 

 Mount Hay Road 8.30am. 5 Km.  Gr 3. Map Katoomba. 

May 28   Ironpot Ridge and beyond, in search of axe grooves.  Contact leader for details. Leader Diana 0432 619 305. Gr 3. 

 Map Jenolan. 

June 4  Gardens of Stone – off track - part exploratory. Contact Leader for more detail. Leader Hugh 0423309854. 5Km. Gr 3. 

 Map Cullen Bullen. 

June 11  QB LWE  Asgard Swamp to Thor Head Mackenzie Mine and Asgard Head - some off track. Great views into the 

 Upper Grose and Victoria Creek and the Silver Cascades above Victoria Falls.  Leader Warren 4787 5403.  Meet at Mt Vic 

 Station Carpark 8.30am. 10Km (400 M total ascent and descent).  Gr 3.  Map Mt Wilson.  

May 9  Asgard Swamp and Thor Head, Mount Victoria.   Bring torch for possible old mine inspection.  Meet Mount Victoria  

 Station 9.50 am.  Car pool fee $5.  Tracy 0434 362 611.  Grade 2.   

May 16 Furber Steps, pass the landslide and up Golden Staircase.  Meet Katoomba Station, north side, 8.30 am.  Car shuffle, 

 fare $5.  Leader Mary Read 4739 0786.  Grade 3.   

May 23 Narrow Neck, Katoomba.  Heathland wanderings.  6-7 km.  Meet Katoomba Station, north side, 8.30 am.   Car pool.  

 Leader Liz Stark 4754 4966.  Grade 2. 

May 30 Two Creeks Walk, Lindfield to Roseville.  Part of Harbourside walk.  Meet Central Station, top of escalators, 9.30 am.  

 Leader Maurice 0402 402 783 or 4739 4942.  Grade 2. 

Jun 6  Check website www.bluemountains.org.au or contact Monday Leisure Walks Group Coordinator Keith Dorrian.   

Jun 13  Queens Birthday public holiday.  No scheduled walk.   

May 12    Glow Worm Tunnel, Newnes. Take a reliable torch as it is dark, wet and rough in the tunnel. Meet Mount Victoria 

 Station 8.45am. Leader Maurice 0402 402 783. Car pool, 4WD preferred $8. Take lunch. Grade 2. 

May 19  Mystery Walk, Lawson. Meet Lawson Bowling Club Car Park 8.45am. Leader Beverley 4757 2076. Car pool. Take 

 lunch. Grade 2 

May 26   Minnehaha Falls, Katoomba. Meet Katoomba Station Car Park 9.30am.  Leader Amanda 4751 5061. Car pool. Take 

 lunch.  Grade 2 

Jun 2    Giant Stairway, Leura Forest to Solitary Restaurant, Katoomba. Thirty minutes down Giant Stairway, ninety 

 minutes up through Fern Bower. Meet Katoomba Station Car Park 9.00am. Leader Beverley 4757 2076. Car pool.  Take lunch. 

 Grade 3 

Jun 9  Baltzer Lookout, Blackheath.  Meet Blackheath Neighbourhood Centre 9.45am. Leader Beverley 4757 2076. Car pool. 

 Take lunch. Grade 2  

Saturday Walks driver reimbursement:  In an effort to ensure that car drivers are adequately compensated for the use of their 
vehicles a driver reimbursement policy applies (Check www.bluemountains.org.au Saturday Walks page for details) 

THURSDAY PLEASURE WALKS:  Walks 2-3 hours conducted at a leisurely pace to suit walkers on the day.  Bring morning 
tea, adequate water and lunch if noted.  Group Co-ordinator is Beverley Thompson, 4757 2076, denfenella@optusnet.com.au  

Australian Wildlife After Dark 
Australia is a land of many unique animals, some of which are active only during the 

cooler evening and night-time and so are rarely seen. These are the after dark animals so 

widespread yet so little noticed by humans, whether in our backyards, the arid desert, 

woodlands or rainforest. 

Australian Wildlife After Dark brings this hidden fauna into the light.  The after dark 

fauna includes a surprising diversity of familiar (and some not-so-familiar) species, from 

cockroaches, moths and spiders through to bandicoots, bats and birds – and then some.  

Each example is described in a unique, friendly style by Martyn Robinson, familiar to 

many Australians through his frequent media appearances on ABC Radio and in Burke’s 

Backyard magazine, and Bruce Thomson, an internationally renowned wildlife 

photographer and bat researcher. The book includes stunning photography and boxes that 

highlight selected topics, such as the ‘windscreen wiper’ eyelids of geckoes and the 

strategies used by night-time plants to attract pollinators. Also included are practical tips 

on finding nocturnal wildlife, a glossary of scientific terms and a short bibliography.  

Published by CSIRO Publishing.  http://www.publish.csiro.au/pid/7210.htm 
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