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Blue Mountains Conservation Society Inc.  

HUT NEWS  Issue No. 327 

July 2015 

ñNature Conservation Saves for Tomorrowò 

WORLD HERITAGEðnot Badgerys Airport! 

Blue Mountains Conservation Society opposes Badgerys 
Creek Airport because of the negative impacts it may have 
on the Greater Blue Mountains World Heritage Area and  
its national parks and ecosystems, on World Heritage 
Listing, on our drinking water catchments, on wilderness 
areas, on Blue Mountains tourism and Blue Mountains 
communities.   

There are alternatives.  We donôt need it and we donôt 
want it!  Read Rossôs Costerôs article on page 5.  Join our 
subcommittee, write letters.  The battle has only just begun. 

The City of Blue Mountains is in danger of 
losing the environmental protections in our 

current Local Environment Plans 
 

COME TO A RALLY 
Bring your friends and family 

 

Saturday, 18 July, 2 pm 
AT CIVIC PLACE, KATOOMBA 

NOTE: The location has been changed 
 

(READ MORE ON PAGE 3)   

 

 

 

 
 

Winter Magic Festival, Katoomba, June 2015.  

Thank you to the Blue Mountains Conservation Society members and friends who helped at 
Winter Magic.  Our stall and Rubbish Room* were well looked after, and we had a good 
contingent in the parade.  It all added to a very successful day.  There was   a lot of interest in 
our campaigns for DLEP2013 and the Gardens of Stone and against Badgerys Creek Airport, 
and people were keen to see the BMCC water-cycle model in use. 

Carolyn Williams and other Land Use members put in a tremendous effort and collected a 
large number of signatures on a petition to the Minister for Planning.  The petition requests 
that the Minister approve the new LEP in the form endorsed by the community and Council,  
or re-exhibit it if there are major changes made.  

BMCS walked in the Winter Magic Parade with Stop CSG Blue Mountains, Climate Action 
Blue Mountains and BM Renewable Energy Co-op.  In the photo, Spider Man, aka Ben (our 
youngest activist), leads the group.  (*About the Rubbish Room, see page 3.) 
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DEADLINE FOR THE NEXT 
ISSUE OF HUT NEWS IS  

18 JULY 2015 

hutnews@bluemountains.org.au       
PO Box 29, Wentworth Falls 2782 

 
 

MEMBERSHIP ENQUIRIES 
Ross Coster 

02 4739 2987  0418 462 576 
membership@bluemountains.org.au 

or write to 

PO Box 29, Wentworth Falls 2782 

ñHut Newsò, the newsletter of  
Blue Mountains Conservation Society Inc.  

P.O. Box 29, Wentworth Falls, 2782 
Phone 4757 1872 (leave message) 

Email:  bmcs@bluemountains.org.au 
Web page:  www.bluemountains.org.au 

Facebook:  Blue Mountains Conservation 
Society   Twitter:  bmcsnsw 

President::  Don Morison 8230 2116  
  president@bluemountains.org.au  
Senior Vice President: Tara Cameron 
  04198 24974  taracameron4@gmail.com 
Second Vice President:  Marilyn Kraus  
  04025 51809 marilynkraus@hotmail.com 
Treasurer:  Bart Beech    4739 9947  
  bart.beech@schneider-electric.com 
Administration Officer:  Jeanette Robertson 
  sao@bluemountains.org.au  
Bushcare Officer:  Paul Vale  
  4787 8080   04290 14454  
   bushcare@bluemountains.org.au 
Environmental Education Officer:   
  Jasmine Payget 
  jasmine.marcia@gmail.com 
Landuse Officer:   
  landuse@bluemountains.org.au 
Meetings Secretary: Heather Hull 
  4739 1493  hhull001@bigpond.net.au 
Membership Secretary:  Ross Coster 
  4739 2987   04184 62576 
  membership@bluemountains.org.au  
National Parks/World Heritage Officer:   
  Brian Marshall     4784.1148    
  briannamar@bigpond.com 
Newsletter Editor:  Christine Davies 
  4787 7246 
  hutnews@bluemountains.org.au 
Plant Nursery Manager:  Sue Nicol 
  4787.8887 nursery@bluemountains.org.au 
Publicity Officer:  Mellissa Opie 
  Melissa.opie1@bigpond.com 
Sustainable Population and Climate 
Change Officer:  Vacant 

Threatened Species Officer: Nakia Belmer 
  04143 44741  bayern11@tpg.com.au 
Website Manager:   
  webmaster@bluemountains.org.au 
Walks Convenor:  Maurice Kerkham  
  4739  4942 
  mauricekerkham@hotmail.com 
Project Officer-Events:  Rob Baigent 
  4759 3104 rob.baigent@bigpond.com 
Project OfficerðGardens of Stone:   
  Madi Maclean 
  mlhmaclean@bigpond.com  
Bushfire Representative: Hugh Paterson 
  4751.2303, mob 04275 12303    

Cliefden Caves é  

Precious and worth fighting for 

Ancient caves with pristine formations, 
habitats for endangered bat species, 
over 100 species of fossils found no 
where else in the world, and a rare 
thermal spring.  These are just a few 
of the many natural treasures found at 
Cliefden Caves.  

The NSW government is currently 
planning to build a dam on the 
Belubula River near Canowindra 
NSW, which would flood and destroy 
the Cliefden Caves.  Because of this, 
the Save Cliefden Caves Association 
has been established to protect 
Cliefden Caves from these rushed 
and ill-considered dam proposals, for 
future generations.  

What can you do to help? 

A pamphlet is inserted with this edition 
of Hut News, and you can also find it 
on the Societyôs website.  It has 
detailed information about the caves 
with an overview of the natural 
treasures found at Cliefden.   

You will also see a donation form on the flipside of the pamphlet. Please 
consider a donation to this noble fight.  Your donation will help fund vital 
scientific research being done by The University of Sydney on the caves to 
further understand their unique value and significance. 

Visit www.savecliefdencaves.org.au for more information and to see some 
fantastic pictures of the caves.   
 

Roundtable discussions at Lawson 

BMCS representatives Carolyn Williams, Don Morison, and Paul Vale (in his 
capacity representing Bushcare Network) attended an environmental 
roundtable at Lawson with Trish Doyle MP, Penny Sharpe, MLC, and Mayor 
Mark Greenhill as well as other community representatives, on 18/6/15.  
The saving of the Draft Local Environment Plan 2013, prepared by Council, 
was a focus of discussion.   

                         Paul Vale                Don Morison 
                                                              Carolyn Williams 
                                                                            Trish Doyle   Penny Sharpe  Mark Greenhill 

Photo by Kevin Moore.   

mailto:president@bluemountains.org.au
mailto:bayern11@tpg.com.au
http://www.savecliefdencaves.org.au/
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¢ƘŜ DŀǊŘŜƴǎ ƻŦ {ǘƻƴŜ ±ƛǎƛǘƻǊǎ aŀǇ 
ϷтΦрл Ǉƭǳǎ ϷмΦрл ǇƻǎǘŀƎŜΦ    

.ǳȅ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǇ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ όǿǿǿΦōƭǳŜƳƻǳƴǘŀƛƴǎΦ ƻǊƎΦŀǳύ  
ƻǊ ǿǊƛǘŜ ǘƻ .a/{Σ th .ƻȄ нфΣ ²ŜƴǘǿƻǊǘƘ Cŀƭƭǎ нтун  

ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘŜǉǳŜ ƻǊ ƳƻƴŜȅ ƻǊŘŜǊΦ 

Megastatements and motives:  how 
green are the developed worldôs 

leaders?  Don Morison 

The Pope brands better climate stewardship as a 
matter of justice for the worldôs poor.  The G7 
nations meet and emphasise the importance of 
reduced carbon emissions.   

As we approach the December climate talks in 
Paris (which BMCS is urging Australiaôs Prime 
Minister to attend), there is much for climate 
activists to focus on and plenty with local 
implications for the Greater Blue Mountains region 
in the intensifying debate.   

In this issue of Hut News, Dr Brian Marshall gives 
a poor (but deserved) report card on our Federal 
Governmentôs efforts so far.  He highlights the 
uncertain future for coal mining in the mountains 
and the lack of planning for the economic future in 
areas such as Lithgow.   

Roderick Campbell, writing in the Sydney Morning 
Herald 16/6/15, points out that New South Wales 
has a Department of Planning which is doing no 
planning for a coal-less future in the Stateôs 
regions.  He uses Lithgow as his prime example.   

Can Australia afford to insulate itself from the 
momentum created by the G7, the Pope, etc.?  
Youôd think so from the constant announcements 
of new coal mines, new motor ways, and a new 
Western Sydney airport. 

Ross Coster, in his article on page 5, gives a 
detailed list of arguments against the new airport, 
headlined by the impacts on the natural 
environment.   

BMCS will be encouraging everyone to write to 
their parliamentarians, urging Australia to get back 
in step with a climate-conscious future. 
 

 

Rubbish Rooms at Winter Magic 

The Winter Magic Festival Sustainability Team 
started this initiative at the 2014 Winter Magic 
Festival.   As a result of their efforts, the event 
generated 2 tonnes less waste than the previous 
yearôs festival and almost a quarter of the total 
waste generated was able to be recycled. It was 
observed that the event seemed much cleaner 
during the day as well. 

This year there were eight ñRubbish Roomsò, 
staffed by volunteers.  BMCS volunteers managed 
one of these.  Each Rubbish Room contained 6 
bins ï 2 sets each of Green (for organic waste), 
Yellow (for recycling) and Red (for general waste.  
The Rubbish Rooms were continually staffed by 
volunteers, assisting festival patrons as to the right 
bin to use.  Street bins were covered and not in 
use for the day. 

Save our LEP! 

RALLY 

2-3pm Saturday 18th July 

Civic Place, Katoomba (new location) 

(in front of the Council Chambers) 

The NSW Government is threatening to force a óone size 
fits allô Local Environmental Plan onto the Blue Mountains. 

The Blue Mountains community have worked hard to 
develop our new LEP.  The NSW Government is now no 
longer supporting key elements of the LEP aimed at 
protecting our unique environment, the World Heritage 
Area and the character of our villages. 

Come along and support our LEP and demand that the 
NSW Minister for Planning approves our LEP 

unchanged. 

BRING YOUR FRIENDS AND FAMILY! 

Watch for more information at dlep13.info 

Blue Mountains Conservation Society Inc. 
www.bluemountains.org.au 

WhLb .ƭǳŜ aƻǳƴǘŀƛƴǎ /ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǝƻƴ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅΣ  
ƻǊ ǊŜƴŜǿ ȅƻǳǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ƻƴƭƛƴŜΦ  
ǿǿǿΦōƭǳŜƳƻǳƴǘŀƛƴǎΦƻǊƎΦŀǳ 

Sports fields in National Parks?   No! 

Berowra Valley National Park was established to protect 
special areas that have long been in need of protection.  
These include places some of us will be familiar with - Old 
Man Valley, Galston Gorge, Crosslands and Berowra Waters.   
Some BMCS bushwalkers may have done part of the Great 
North Walk in this National Park.   

The announcement of the creation of the Berowra Valley 
National Park in May 2012 marked a major achievement for 
many members of environmental groups in the area.  Visit 
http://www.friendsberowravalley.org.au/ for more information.   

Hornsby Council has passed a motion supporting sporting 
fields at Stringybark Ridge, which is 400 metres inside the 
Berowra Valley National Park.  This would mean sports fields 
with flood lights, kiosk, enlarged parking area and other 
facilities.  The mountain bikers are also lobbying to have a 
track built over a much greater area extending almost down to 
The Jungo on the Great North Walk.   If these go ahead, it will 
set a worrying precedent for all NSW National Parks.   

Some of you received an email from the Society about this 
issue and may have written a submission or signed an on-line 
petition before submissions closed on 6 July.   You could still 
write to the NSW Minister for the Environment Mark 
Speakman (Parliament House, Sydney 2000, 
office@speakman.minister.nsw.gov.au).   

You could remind Mr Speakman that Our National Parks are 
for the conservation of Nature, not to be split up for the 
benefit of special interest groups.  

http://www.bluemountains.org.au
http://dlep13.info/
mailto:www.bluemountains.org.au
http://www.friendsberowravalley.org.au/
mailto:office@speakman.minister.nsw.gov.au
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5.  Pagodas above the upper Wolgan, Western 
Newnes Plateau 

Along ñFire Trail No 5ò, via Sunnyside Ridge Road, is a 
beautiful landscape caught in the tug-of-war between 
motorised recreation and conservation.   

Like many parts of the Gardens of Stone area, it has a 
series of majestically shaped and intricately varied 
pagodas, the profiles of their protuberances and 
ñgargoylesò standing out against the sky.  Plants special 
to this region include the yellow Pagoda Daisies 
(Leucochrysum graminifolium).  

A visit during June 2015 was greeted with a chorus of 
male lyrebirds assembled at various points around the 
slopes, each vying with the others and choosing a 
different sound to imitate than his competitors. 

Open forest with stands of several Eucalypt species rolls 
down to a twisting pagoda-lined waterway, flanked with 

ferny overhangs. 

Unfortunately, four-wheel drive vehicles have carved far 
too wide a route through this wonderland.  A gate meant 
to restrict access to vehicles has been breached.  An 
article in the Bush Clubôs books on the Gardens of 
Stone* suggested things were much the same in 2007. 

This remains a site that proves the Gardens of Stone are 
worth protecting.   

Photos:  There are just a very few plants which are so 
specialised that they live only on the rocky crags (known as 
ñPagodasò) in the far western edge of the Blue Mountains:   
Pagoda Daisies (Leucochrysum graminifolium), by Neil 
McGlashan;  Profile of an intriguing protuberance near the end 

of Firetrail No. 5, Christine Davies.   

* The Gardens of Stone National Park and Beyond, Michael 

Keats and Brian Fox, Book 6.   

¢Ƙƛǎ ά.ƭǳŜ ¢Ǌŀƛƭέ ƛǎ ŀ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǝǾŜ 
ŘŜǎŎǊƛǇǝƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǎƛǘŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
ǿŜǎǘŜǊƴ .ƭǳŜ aƻǳƴǘŀƛƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ 
ŀǊƻǳǎŜ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ƻǊ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ 
ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ƻǊ ōƻǘƘΦ  aƻǎǘ ŀǊŜ ƻƴƭȅ 
ŀ ǎƘƻǊǘ ǿŀƭƪ ŦǊƻƳ ǊƻŀŘǎ ƻǊ 
ǾŜƘƛŎǳƭŀǊ ǘǊŀŎƪǎΦ  hƴŜ ŘŀȅΣ ŀ 
ƘƛƎƘ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ǿŀƭƪƛƴƎ ǇŀǘƘ Ƴŀȅ 
ƭƛƴƪ ǘƘŜƳΦ   

A BLUE TRAIL:  Natural and cultural experiences 

in the western Blue Mountains.   Don Morison.   

An encounter with a Lyrebird 

On our way back from Echo Point on a bush walk, my 
friend Lucinda and I could hear a powerful sequence of bird 
calls that defied categorizing.  "It must be a Lyrebird" I 
ventured without any real conviction. 

Sure enough, another five minutes along the track, we 
came upon a young European man gazing into the scrub 
beside the track with a faraway look of wonder on his face.  
For about twenty minutes the three of us stood there and 
watched and listened in awe as this extraordinary bird went 
through its array of vocalizations and dance. 

Unfortunately my phone was a bit inadequate to capture 
the image but the audio recording is quite good.  In the first 
part of the video you can see the bird from the rear with its 
tail fanned out over its head, and hear the Kookaburra, the 
Whipbird, the Currawong, and the Black Cockatoo, with 
many others following. 

Neither of us had ever witnessed the Lyrebird doing its 
song and dance before.... and it is not easily forgotten.    

Michael Norton.  June 2015.  https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=xBF3PcQZt-M&feature=youtu.be 

A Lyrebird Confrontation 

On a recent trip to the Snowy Mountains, rounding a 
corner on the very steep road above Tumut 2 Power 
Station, I disturbed a confrontation between two male 
lyre birds. 

They faced each other about a metre apart, their long 
tails bolt upright ï an arresting sight.  Their tails were 
not expanded and spread over their heads as in the 
courtship display, but narrow, closed and straight up-
right, the magnificent lyre-shaped outside feathers 
outlining striking replicas of that instrument.  As June 
is the beginning of the lyrebirdôs breeding season, I 
assume this was a male territorial challenge, leading 
up to physical combat if one bird did not give way. 

Graham Alcorn.  
June, 1986.   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xBF3PcQZt-M&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xBF3PcQZt-M&feature=youtu.be
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§ Impact on World Heritage. 

The Blue Mountains National Parks were declared as 
World Heritage in 2000, primarily for their eucalypt 
biodiversity.   

What will be the impact on this biodiversity of a 24-hour, 
no curfew airport only 17 km away?  Burned avgas, fine 
particulates, noise, potential fuel dumping, all raining 
down on the eucalypt forests we all know and love. 

The whole point of World Heritage Listing is to commit all 
levels of Government to preserving the area for the whole 
world to enjoy.   

The listing process stalled in the late 1990ôs as UNESCO 
were worried about the impact of a Western Sydney 
Airport.  An Airport at Badgerys Creek risks World 
Heritage status for the Blue Mountains. 

§ Impact on Drinking Water Catchments. 

Much of the Southern Blue Mountains forms the 
catchments for Lake Burragorang, which supplies 80% of 
Sydneyôs drinking water. 

Once the Airport is operational, flights to the West will 
have to fly over either the Blue Mountains townships 
(political poison), or the drinking water catchments.  The 
by-products of aircraft will rain down in the catchments 
and end up in Sydneyôs drinking water. 

The óSpecial Areasô are there to exclude humans, to 
provide a buffer around the lake, to ensure water quality.  
Flying large numbers of huge, noisy, polluting aircraft 
over the catchments is dangerous and risky. 

§ Wilderness Areas 

The Blue Mountains includes several declared 
Wilderness Areas.  In a declared Wilderness area you 
must be self-reliant, so no machines are allowed, no 
mountain bikes, no cars, and no helicopters.  The 
Badgerys Creek Airport threatens all of this. 

How can we on a Wilderness walk, or the animals that 
live in these pristine areas, enjoy the quiet and fresh air 
with a steady stream of aircraft flying overhead, belching 
out particulates and noise? 

How is it we canôt take even the most simple machine 
into Wilderness, but our most complex machines are able 
to fly over it? 

§ Tourism 

Tourists come to the Blue Mountains to enjoy the views, 
the hospitality, the bushwalks, and the rides at Scenic 
World. 

What will happen to the tourism industry when tourists 
report back to their friends that their quiet enjoyment of 
the bush was ruined by an aircraft flying overhead?  Will 
the view south from Echo Point be the same with a huge 
aircraft in the eye line? 

§ Our Communities 

Everybody who lives in the Blue Mountains came here for 
a different reason, but we are all united in loving the 
Community we live in. 

Cafes, street markets, the Winter Magic parade, leafy 
streets, hundreds of easy and hard bushwalks, lookouts, 
Aboriginal and European culture, art, theatre, we have it 
all.  After 30 years here, I cannot imagine living 

somewhere else. 

We put up with a lot us Mountain folk, from endless 
Highway upgrades, to poor train services, hours 
commuting to far-away jobs, and bushfires threatening 
our homes.  But we love the place, and do not want it 
ruined by 24-hour aircraft noise. 

§ Hasty Process 

The Abbott Government announced Badgerys Creek 
Airport as a fait accompli, to be built, not discussed, as 
they want to be seen as ógetting on with itô. 

Part of his hasty process was to initially claim that an 
Environmental Impact Statement was not necessary, as 
one was done in 1997!  They relented on this, and an EIS 
is currently being prepared. 

When it is released, we will have just 20 days to respond, 
to a potentially massive and complex study.   

We want a longer comment period of at least 60 days, 
and have written to the Environment Minister asking for 
this. 

§ Not Needed 

Kingsford Smith Airport at Mascot runs at about 60% of 
capacity.  It has handled the same number of flights per 
hour (80) for many years, with growth in passenger 
numbers catered for by bigger planes, not more flights. 

Half of all passenger movements through Mascot are to 
and from East-coast destinations, including Melbourne 
(24%), Brisbane (13%) Gold Coast (7%), Canberra (3%) 
as well as Albury, Coffs Harbour and Newcastle. 

The proposed High Speed Rail network would have 
stations at all of these places, potentially removing half of 
the current passengers from Mascot. 

§ Not in anyoneôs back yard 

My answer to people who claim that our opposition to 
Badgerys Creek is just NIMBY (not in my back yard) is 
simple, NIABY (not in anyoneôs back yard). 

We need to build transport infrastructure that reduces 
flights at Mascot, for the benefit of the millions affected by 
aircraft noise and pollution, not increase the flights at a 
second Airport, and go on to affect millions more. 

We need transport infrastructure that can run on 
renewable energy, not burn irreplaceable oil-based fuels 
that pollute the Global atmosphere. 

We need integrated transport planning that looks at the 
effects on people and the environment of each option, 
not just ógetting on with itô to appear decisive and strong. 

§ What can we do? 

We have formed a No Badgerys Creek Airport Sub-
Committee (needs a new name!) to run a campaign 
against the Airport.  If you want to get involved, contact 
me and come to a meeting to see what we are doing. 

You can write to the Environment Minister, Greg Hunt 
(PO Box 6022 Canberra ACT 2600) asking him to extend 
the EIS comment period.  (A sample letter is on page 6.) 

You can write to Politicians of all Parties insisting that we 
donôt need or want an Airport in Western Sydney. 

Ross Coster, 4739 2987, 04184 62576,                   
membership@bluemountains.org.au 

Why do I oppose Badgerys Creek Airport?    Ross Coster, convenor of  

Blue Mountains Conservation Society No Badgerys Creek Airport Subcommittee. 

mailto:membership@bluemountains.org.au
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In 2013, the village of Bulga in the Upper Hunter Valley 
twice stopped a proposal to extend the massive open-cut 
Warkworth coal mine to within 2.6 kilometres of the town, 
first in the Land and Environment Court and then in the 
NSW Supreme Court. 

The courts found that the economic benefits of the coal 
mine did not outweigh the significant impacts on Bulga 
residents and the destruction of the rare Warkworth 
Sands Woodlands with its endangered plant and animal 
species.  The woodland is unique to the area and only 13 
per cent of the original forest remains.  Rio Tinto has 
admitted that 15.5 percent of this remaining forest would 
be destroyed by the expansion.  In 2003 it had promised 
to permanently protect this area, under an agreement 
with the NSW government, as part of its original 2003 
mine consent.   

After the courtsô decision, the then Minister for Resources 
Chris Hartcher promptly altered the mining State 
Environment Planning Policy (SEPP) to make economic 
benefits the most important consideration in planning 
decisions, outweighing social and environmental impacts. 

In fact, the Court had previously found Rio Tintoôs 
economic modeling deficient in many ways, including its 
methodology that over-estimated the benefits of the 
mine. 

After the SEPP alteration, the mining company reapplied, 
and now the Planning Assessment Commission (PAC), a 
group of 3 people whose decisions cannot be appealed, 
has recommended that it be given approval, and the 
town moved.  The NSW Environmental Defenders Office 
has recently lodged an official complaint with the NSW 
Ombudsman about two members of the PAC , alleging 
their connections and earnings from the coal industry 
constitute unacceptable conflicts of interest. 

A recent visit to Bulga by Premier Mike Baird and 
Planning Minister Rob Stokes has alerted them to the 
fact that the expansion of coal mining in the Hunter 
Valley is now one of the most contentious issues in the 
state. 

Soon after his visit, Stokes indicated that he might put out 
a draft mining SEPP as soon as possible and he would 
expect the PAC to take it into account when it came to 
deciding the fate of Bulga. 

The decision is due in July. 

Please write to Rob Stokes and strongly request that he 
immediately re-instate the pre 2013 mining SEPP, which 
gives equal weight to economic, environmental and 
social impacts, and that he demand that the PAC abide 
by it when deciding the fate of Bulga.  

The Hon Rob Stokes, Minister for Planning, Parliament 

House, Macquarie St, Sydney, NSW 2000 

Dear Mr Stokes, 

I strongly request that you re-instate immediately the pre 

2013 mining SEPP with its equal weight to economic, 

environmental and social impacts, and that you demand the 

PAC abide by it when deciding the fate of Bulga.  

Include anything else you wish to say about the issue.  

Yours sincerely, 

(Name/Address/other contact details) 

The Battle to Save Bulga:  Will Coal Trump Our Courts?   Robin Mosman 

PLEASE WRITE to Minister for the Environment 
Greg Hunt to ask for more time to respond to the 
Environmental Impact Statement for the proposed 
Western Sydney Airport.  (The Hon Greg Hunt, 
Minister for the Environment, PO Box 6022, 
House of Representatives, Parliament House, 
Canberra ACT 2600. Email: 
Greg.Hunt.MP@aph.gov.au) 

(SAMPLE LETTER) 

Dear Minister Hunt, 

I am writing to you to request an extension of 
the consultation period to respond to the 
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the 
proposed Western Sydney Airport. 

Under the EPBC Act, Section 103, we note that 
you have the discretion to extend the 
consultation period for the Environmental 

Impact Statement (EIS), which may be as short 
as 20 days.  Given this is a controversial 
project which will have impacts on millions of 
Sydney residents and on the environment of 
the Cumberland Plains and the Greater Blue 
Mountains, it is really important we have 
enough time to read and understand the EIS 
and make informed comments.  We therefore 
request the consultation period be extended to 
at least 60 days. 

We believe that the public will be 
disadvantaged if they are not allowed a 
reasonable time to read and respond to the 
Environmental Impact Statement for this major 
project. 

Yours sincerely, (signed, your name, address, 
contact details) 

WORLD HERITAGE ï NOT Badgerys Creek Airport  

Photo:  The people of Bulga in the Hunter fight a mine exten-
sion that could see the village destroyed (ABC news)  http://
www.abc.net.au/news/2015-03-11/bulga-mining-fight/6302138 

mailto:Greg.Hunt.MP@aph.gov.au
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As the Group of Seven commits to 40-70% reductions of 
2010 greenhouse gas emissions (GGE) by 2020, and as 
China and India foreshadow less dependence on sea-
borne coal imports, the Australian government vacillates 
in relation to GGE, the role of renewable energy 
sources, and even to the significance of human-induced 
climate change.  Minister Hunt says that Australia will 
meet its woefully inadequate GGE-target for 2020, but 
he fails to disclose Australiaôs target beyond 2020.  He 
blithely says that Australia is likely to achieve zero-GGE 
energy by century-end, but he disregards the GGE from 
Australiaôs massive coal exports and the outrageous 
prospect of the Commonwealth subsidising development 
of the sub-economic Galilee Basin.  Concurrently, 
Australiaôs Prime Minister irresponsibly rejects wind 
farms

2
 and is seemingly proud of damaging the 

renewables industry by reneging on a pre-election 
commitment and cutting the renewable energy target.   

Overall, it would seem that, as coal ówinds downô and 
wind and other renewables ówind upô for many major 
economies, Australiaôs government holds fast to an 
obsolescent carbon-based ófutureô.  Australiaôs policies 
are effectively promoting global warming well in excess 
of the 2

o
C limit above which climate change is deemed 

to be irreversible.  As such, Australia will attract 
widespread opprobrium and could well find that a future 
based on a óstranded assetô is extremely hollow.  

A óstranded assetô eventuates, for example, when coal 
and its mining-dependent communities become sub-
economic and socially destructive due to the market 
experiencing inadequately foreseen changes.  In effect, 
a company and community are caught with their pants 
down; mines must operate at a loss, or be placed on 
ócare and maintenanceô, or be permanently closed, all to 
the detriment of the local community.  The Lithgow 
coalmines and their coal-dependent community 
potentially exemplify the óstranded assetô concept.  
Lithgowôs ófutureô could well become a microcosm of 
what Australia will face should it continue to favour coal 
ahead of the órenewablesô power sector. 

So, what is happening in the Lithgow regionôs coalfield?  
To what extent is Lithgow facing reality by clinging to 
coal mining? 

In a previous Hut News (February 2015), I emphasised 
that, following rejection of the Coalpac ómodificationsô 
proposal by the Planning Assessment Commission 
(PAC), Coalpac was placed in Liquidation with the aim of 
realising the assets and implementing formal 
deregistration.  This process is ongoing.   

As part of realising assets, the Liquidator required 
Coalpac to seek approval from the Commonwealthôs 
Department of the Environment (DoE) to open-cut the 
remaining 6 hectares of Cullen Valley mineôs existing 
approval under State legislation.  Despite this being 
within Ben Bullen State Forest (BBSF) and partly 
destroying a population of a threatened plant species, 
the DoE sanctioned the action.  Nevertheless, unless the 
findings of the PAC are totally disregarded and the State 
government moves the goalposts (a not unprecedented 
occurrence), the action should be the end of open-cut 

mining in the BBSF.  

In late 2014, Centennial Coal placed Angus Place mine 
on ócare and maintenanceô; it became a stranded asset.  
Centennial opted to concentrate its Newnes Plateau 
longwall-mining operations within Springvale mine and 
its proposed extension.  Despite numerous adverse 
submissions, the Department of Planning and 
Environment (DPE) recommended conditional approval 
in its Preliminary Assessment Report (April 2015).  This 
went to a PAC which held a public hearing in Lithgow on 
27 May.  The PACôs review report will be sent to the 
DPE for consideration on 24 June 2015.  After this, the 
DPEôs Final Assessment Report will be sent to a 
separate PAC for determination. 

The Society strongly believes that this extension project 
should be rejected in its present form, even if this 
means that much of the coal remains in the ground as a 
stranded asset.  Yet, even if approved with stringent 
conditions, thereby potentially extending the mine-life for 
13 years, there is no certainty!  The international push 
to reduce GGE could further depress export-coal prices, 
thereby making Springvale sub-economic.  Then, as the 
Lithgow communityôs breathing space rapidly diminishes, 
the direct and indirect outcomes for miners, their families 
and the overall community could eventuate.  Now is 
surely the time for Lithgow to direct its energies into 
diversifying its economy, including better development of 
a sustainable future based on the regionôs scenic values.   

Mines close and communities die when it is judged 
to be in the companyôs ócommercial interestsô.  A 
ófutureô based on costly underground coal mines in a 
declining market defies reality.  There is no future in 

gambling on a stranded asset! 

 

1 The fully referenced article is available from the Editor or 

the Author. 
2 The government will seemingly appoint a wind-farm 

commissioner to investigate complaints and will establish 

another scientific committee to investigate the health 

impacts of wind turbines.  http://www.smh.com.au/federal-

politics/political-news/abbott-government-vows-to-appoint

-a-wind-farm-commissioner-in-crossbench-talks-over-

renewable-energy-target-20150618-ghrau0.html 

 

Coal and Lithgow are stranded assets! 
1  
  Brian Marshall 

óThis is the true joy in life, the being used for a 
purpose recognised by yourself as a mighty one; 
the being a force of nature instead of a feverish, 
selfish little clod of ailments and grievances, 
complaining that the world will not devote itself to 
making you happy.  I am of the opinion that my 
life belongs to the whole community, and as long 
as I live it is my privilege to do for it whatever I 
can.  óI want to be thoroughly used up when I 
die, for the harder I work, the more I live.             
I rejoice in life for its own sake.  Life is no brief 
candle to me; it is a sort of splendid torch which I 
have got hold of for the moment, and I want to 
make it burn as brightly as possible before 
handing it on to future generations.ô   

George Bernard Shaw. 
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Readers of Hut News are invited to send a poem 
inspired by the Blue Mountains, maximum of 20 lines.  
Each month, one or two will be published in Poetsô 
Corner.  Poems can be emailed to 
brendan049@gmail.com.au or even posted to Poetsô 
Corner at 5 Lurline Street, Wentworth Falls 2782.  
Brendan Doyle.   

Degrees of stupidity    Christine Davies 

As a 14 year old, I once flushed some leftover 
antibiotics down the toilet.  It was a stupid thing to do.  I 
didnôt know that the antibiotics would kill the bacteria 
that made the septic tank work.  I remember the 
plumber, who was also my father, digging it out.  He 
was not happy.   

Baby Wipes are useful ï for wiping babies.  But 
Sydney Water is having problems, with ñ500 tonnes of 
flushed wet wipes being removed from our sewers 
each yearò.   People have found multiple uses for this 
product, including using them instead of toilet paper.   
Now, thatôs really stupid!  In UK, where there is a 
similar problem, the estimated cost of removing the 
blockages is around $24 million a year.  How much is it 
costing us?  Some of the manufacturers claim that their 
product is flushable ï thatôs not true.   

Some of my friends have 4WD vehicles which are 
useful for getting to bushwalks in remote areas of the 
Blue Mountains, properly driven on suitable roads.  
But, on Newnes Plateau there is a big problem with 
some 4WD vehicles ï large machines controlled by 
pea sized brains.  In beautiful pagoda country, swamps 
are destroyed, roads are eroded into a series of humps 
and ditches, rock formations broken and roadside 
vegetation covered in mud where these morons splash 
through the puddles at high speed.  Criminal stupidity!  
Most of the TV advertisements for four-wheel drive 
vehicles appear to promote this behaviour.  

Some of us, or people like us, have been ñcleaning up 
Australiaò annually since 1989 ï 26 years!    But still 
people rubbish their/our environment. 

And there are people who carry a picnic to a beautiful 
place and leave behind all the empty containers.  
Why?  There is no logical answer. 

It can all be discouraging at times.  Maybe someone 
can suggest a way to approach the problem - apart 
from offering free lobotomies to brain-dead adults?  
Please send any ideas to Hut News.  

±![[9¸ hC ¢I9 ²!¢9w{ .¦{I/!w9 Dwh¦t 
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ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ ƻŦ ŜŀŎƘ ƳƻƴǘƘΣ фŀƳ ǝƭƭ ƴƻƻƴΦ  
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Looking back:  Upper Blue Mountains Conservation 
Society Newsletter, July 1987.   
Land Purchase �¦ Success at Last 

In April after lengthy negotiations, the Society secured 
environmental protection of Lot 39 Taylor Avenue, 
Wentworth Falls, the only remaining block bearing thick 
undisturbed natural vegetation in an area that was once 
�D�Q���H�[�W�H�Q�V�L�Y�H���V�Z�D�P�S�����D�E�R�Y�H���W�K�H���:�D�W�H�U���1�\�P�S�K�«�V���'�H�O�O��
rainforest.  Under the guidance of our solicitor, Hal Gingis, 
the Society bought the land with $6000 from the Land 
Preservation Fund for Open Space under a new 
�ª�(�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W�D�O�«���]�R�Q�H���Z�K�L�F�K���%�O�X�H���0�R�X�Q�W�D�L�Q�V���&�L�W�\���&�R�X�Q�F�L�O��
has undertaken to create for protection of publicly owned 
environmentally sensitive land. 

Members will recall that in 1982 Len Symes generously 
offered to donate part of his property if the Lands 
Department would add it and the adjoining crown land to 
�W�K�H���:�D�W�H�U���1�\�P�S�K�«�V���'�H�O�O���U�H�V�H�U�Y�H�������7�K�H���6�R�F�L�H�W�\���V�X�E�P�L�W�W�H�G��
the proposition to the Crown Lands Dept. which was most 
co-operative.  The Department, with Blue Mountains 
�&�R�X�Q�F�L�O�«�V���F�R�Q�V�H�Q�W�����K�D�G���W�K�H���O�D�Q�G���J�D�]�H�W�W�H�G���D�V���5�H�V�H�U�Y�H��������������
in November 1984. 

In the meantime we wrote to the owners of undisturbed 
swamp, Lots 38 and 39, asking if they would consider 
selling.  Now, four years later, Lot 38 is a sad sight, but Lot 
39 is saved.   

Megalong Valley 
 

Young she-oaks sift 
the riverôs rush and flow 
as cows chew paddocks 
baked in winter sun. 
 

The wind gusts 
out of season warm, 
tears conversations, 
throws them to the hills. 
 

Riding high on my shoulders, 
you sing and shriek.  
Your laughter 
makes my feet light; 
heartôs chaff flies to blue. 
 

I donôt want to return 
to the windowed room, 
the roofed sky, 
where I will not know 
when morningôs raindrops 
shake free from the leaves, 
that everything is perfect, 
even weeds in tussock grass. 
 

Vanessa Kirkpatrick 
(From her collection To Catch The Light) 
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