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EDITORIAL

This issue deals with anumber
ofareasthathave comeup over
the past three months. The
plections are well and truly
behind us and we are now
starting to see just what is in
store for the Conservation
Movement both Statewide
and locally. It would seem sig-
nificant, with the projected
increase in development ac-
tivities both in the Mountains
and in the outer West, that this
Government sees fit NOT 1o
include at least one member
from the West in the Govern-
ment Cabinet Ministry. Is this
to be the way that those who
resoundingly supported the
Griener electoral victory are
10 be treated 7 Only time will
tell.

The Society contunues to
grow. At least fifteen new
members have been added 10
the Society since the last
newsletter, Sadly, one of the
stalwarts of the Society over
the past few years, Eunice
Holmes, has left us to spread
the Conservation Gospel in
Tahmoor. Her quiet efficiency
as Treasurer was greatly ap-
preciated by the rest of the
Committee, and the systems
she initiatedhave made itmuch
easier for the interim Treas-
urer to take over,

COCEKY'S ESCAPE 7?7
By Bessie Bramsen

Onthemorning of AprilZ1 this
vear,I went out the front of my
housein Springwood (around
the Charles Street and Boo-
merang Road area), and was
astounded to see what looked
like a family of unusual black
Cockatoos, They appeared
different to the glossy Elack
Cockatoonormally seenin this
region.

A quick whip inside 1o the
Cayleyis confirmed my suspi-
cions. They were in fact, or at
least were very similar to, the
White-tailed Elack Cockatoo
Calyplorfiynchius  bandmi
There appeared to be a male,
distinguished by his dirty
whita haad patch near the aye,
his mate, recognised by her
brilliant clear white patch, and
a smaller male who could have
been their chick.The distribu-
tion of these birds, according
to the book, is basically the
south-westcorner of Western
Australia, from Esperance to
the Murchison River in the
North.

Now, we all know that the
sandgropers are making
deadly mmroads in the share
markets and the entrepre-
neurial stakes, butin the realm
of ornithology, some birds just
donlit have expansionary ten-
dencies in their territories.
Now this sighting led me to ask
myself a number of questions,

and, like Sherlock Holmes,
started a ftrain of deduction
going throush my head. My
first reaction was that I had
made a unique sighting and
would go down in the annals of
the hird watching fraternity as
the lady who confirmed previ-
ous unheard of migrations of
White-tailed Cockatoos.

However, beingamodest per-
son, this was dismissed (al-
mostas quicklvasitappeared,
So, the fanciful notions of
glory and grandeur were dis-
carded and a more logical
approach was taken. Firstly,
these birds shouldnit have
been here. Secondly, they
were here, 50 what was a real-
istic reason for their being
here 7 The only satisfactory
answer [ could come up with
was that they were eithey es-
capees from some private avi-
ary in the area, or had been
released from captivity follow-
mg recent publicity given to
bird smuggling.

Tim not sure whatprocedure is
used by the Authorities to re-
mrn smuggled birds to the
wild. If they are just released
where they are found, I think
that would be a bit dangerous
environmentally, If, on the
other hand, they are returned
to their home environment,
whirhis what] suspect, thanit
narrows down that this nttle
family must have been in flight
{excuse the pun!)
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After settling down In s0me
stringybarks outthe frontuntl
aboutd.30pm, theythenupand
flew off over Birdwood Gully,
aind have not been seen again
to this day.

If anyone else noficed them
then or after, please let me
know so that we can find out
exactly what the real story
might have been.

THE FAULCONBRIDGE

WALK
By Margaret Essen

Sunday April 24 was perfect,
weatherwise, and some 26 of
the 34 people who booked,
enthusiastcally enjoyed a few
hours in the bush.

Eanksias and heaths m flower
weare - Banksia spiniosa, B.
oblongifolia, B. ericifolia, St
phelia wibiffora , and Epacris
tubiitora.

Many interesting fungl were
also observed. These ranged
in colour and size. Large,
sinall, purple, blue, brown and
buff - the rains seem to have
cartainly encouraged their
arowth.

A most unusual encounter
occurred along the track,
where the gyratng rear half of
a brown snake was found. It
was left by a feral cat, which
hastily made its exit as we
approached.

g ————————

Mosses and ferns - Todea bar-
bara (wee fem)FBlechnum
nudum (fishbone water fern)
and Adiantum adethiopicum
(maiden hair fern) - so green
and healthy - have alsc benefit-
ted from the rains.

The giant Mountain Elus
Gums - Eucalyptus deanef
were admired by all, and the
Faulconbridge Malles, Euca-
Liptus burgessiana were in-
spected with interest.

Last, but not least, after lunch
by the pool, the high escarp-
ment was contemplated - the
possible site of 29 houses
which may one day dominate
the skyline.
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PIED CURRAWONG

STUDY
Elue Mountains Gazette

13.4.86

Many people are familiar
with the pleasant calls and
perhaps mischievous be-
haviour of Pied Cur-
rawongs throughout the
Blue Mountains.

Generally, during the spring
and swmmer months, these
birds form breeding pairs
which listake outll tarritories
throughout bushland and visit
urban areas 011 0Ccasions.

When winter arrives, this
changes, as flocks of Pied
Currawongs arrive inmany of
the Lower Biue Mountains

towns. These flock to feed on
the {ruit of exotic plants grow-
inginneighbourhoodgardens,
along with general scavenging
and an occasional dip mto an
unguarded milk botte.

To try and track the move-
ments of these flocks and also
to establish what birds make
up the flocks, a study has been
commenced with the approval
of both the NSW and Austra-
lian National Parks and Wild-
life Services. Three colour
bands are being piaced on the
birdsi right legs and a metal
band and one colour on thelr
left legs. These identify mndi-
vidual birds and the location
they ireguent.

Assistance 1s sought from any
reader who sees one of these

banded birds.

The colour combinations on
both legs and their order from
top to bottom should be noted,
along with the date and loca-
tion of the sighting.

This information can then be
relayed to the projectls co-
ordinator, John Farrell of 73
Ellison Koad, Springwood
(51-2806), or directly to the
Australian National Parks and
Wildlife Service, Bird and Eat
EBanding Schemes, GPO Box
8, Canberra ACT 2601,

If perchance a dead bird is
discovered wearing these
bdnds, the above procedure
should still be followed butthe



bands should be removed and
returned to either of the above
addresses.
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FLANNING NOTES
By Malcolm Hughes

Regional Environmental
Plans Galore 11!

Within the last few months
there have been a number of
RegionalEnvironmental Flans
either gazetted or placed on
public exhibition in a draft
form.

Syvdney Regional Environ-
mental Plan N°. 13 - Muigoa
Valley.

This Plan was gazetted last
December. It replaces a local
planning control that was out-
dated and did not give Council
the statutory power to refuse
developments that today are
considered incompatible with
the historic and landscape val-
ues of the valley. Apart from
some changes to permissable
land uses, the other major
changes are the inclusions of
aims and objectives, the listing
of development consent crite-
ria, heritage controls and de-
sign and management guide-
lines.

The development consent cri-
teriaspecificallyrelate tothose
aspects of the valley that are
desirable to be retained undis-
murbed such as ridge tops,
extensive stands trees, vistas
of heritage items etc. The herl-
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tage controls prevent a person
from doing any work on aherl-
tage item, including demoli-
tion, without the approval of
Council. The design and man-
agement guidelines are an in-
novative feature and provide
detailed advice on design, sit-
ing and land management is-
sues covered by the plan.

The advantages of theregional
plan over the previous con-
trols are ;-
- the authorities have
greater power to control
development.
- there is a clearer frame-
work for the assessment
of proposals.
- the historic items and
landscapes of the valley
should be preserved and
- the public has a more
defined method of as-
sessing whether authori-
ties are correctly policing
development

The draft Regional Environ-
mental Flan for the Hawkes-
bury-Nepean Valiey was re-
cently placed on exhibition
until August, The draft plan
proposes a single overall
framework to guide future
planning and development
throughout the river valley.
The plan applies generally to
the valley minus the headwa-
ters above the Water Board
dams, but more specifically to
the immediate river margins.

The draft legal instrument
contains a large number of

aims to guide planning in the
river valley and a relatively
small number if specific con-
trols. It also contains a large
number of heads of considera-
tion which Councils mustiake
inte account either when con-
sidering apuplications for de-
velopment or when they are
preparing unit management
plans. These apply in addition
to the heads of consideration
identified in section 90 of the
Environmental Flanning and
Assessment Act (1979).
These extra considerations
have been specially devised
for the environment of the
Hawkeshury-Nepean River
and 1its valley.

Cf particular interest to con-
servationists are the issues of
water quality, extraction, rec-
reation and tourism, and envi-
ronmental heritage, all of
which receive considerable
attention in the plan.

Someinnovativeaspects ofthe
plan are that the various au-
thorities who must assist in
implementing the plan are
identified.. Reports prepared
by various agencies to control
pollution, preserve vegetation
etc., are given statutory
power.,

The Society will need to make
asubmission, asthe plan will to
a large extent assist in the
preservation and enjoyment of
the Hawkesbury-Nepean
River for many years to come,



The draft Regional Environ-
mental Plan for Crchard Hills
was placed on public exhibi-
gon in February for a two
monthperiod. The planapplies
to the area within a kilometre
North and South of the F4
Freeway, betwesn >outh
Creek and The Northern
Road. The draft plan aims ©
encourage the maintenance of
large rural holdings while al-
lowing rural residential devel-
opment in such a wayv as to
enhance the rural and scenic
qualities of the area. The plan
also identifies some areas for
open space acguisiuonn.

The majorbenefit of thaplanto
those persons who live out-
side the immediately affected
area Is that it will assistin the
preservaton of a scenically
attractive area

State Environmental Plan-
ning Policy N° 26
Liitoral Rainiorasis

This recently gazetted policy
applies to mapped areas of lit-
toral rainforast locatad along
the coast of New South Waies,
The aim of this policy 15 @
provide a mechanism for the
consideration of applications
for developmentthatislikelyto
damage or destroy Httoral rain-
forest areas with a view 1o the
prasarvation of these areas in
their natural state. The policy
makes any development which
affecis the ittoral rainforests a
designated development and

accordingly an environmental
impact statement is reguirad.
The policy ig very similar 1o
State FPolicy N= 14 - Coastal
Vetlands.

The {(previous - ED,) State
Govarnment should be con-
gratulated for bringing into
force such a policy that helps
10 protect the very fragile and
geographically isolated stands
of hittoral rainforests.

At the same time we should
request that state Folicy No- 19
- Urban Eushland - be ex-
tended to cover the Blue
Mountains in order to provide
added protectionfor the bush-
land in and adjoining open
Space areas.

Walks :

June 19 St Helena
ully. Meet at Elaxland Sta-
tion at 11.060am

CONTACT
Richard Phillips 39 2568
July 17 Jack Evans

Track., Maet at Glenbrook
mtation at 10.00am

CONTACT
Feter Mobbs 51 2884

Taiks:
July 8
"Wheat Today,

What Tomorrow". Not
really a talk but a video
by the "Clown Frince"
of conservation David
Bellamy. An entertain-
ing, heart-breaking ,
challenging , whirlwind
tour of what we had
always assumed were
golden productive
farmlands. PLUS a
surprise second fea-
ture, a video to gladden
the heart of every
consarvationist I!

August 12
Underwater
Jorld - Jane Litdels
outstanding studies of
marine life.

séptember 9
Surveying the

Murray River. Pater
and Judy Smith give us
an account of a recent
important study into the
ecology and environ-
ment of this fragile
river.
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1. National Estate Listing
for the Eastern Escarp-
ment.
After nearly twelve months
work, all the required informa-
tion has been gathered to-
gether. Malcolm Hughes has
generously offered to prepare
the submission, a mammeoth
task with which youid have to
agree Malcolm could do witha
handon. Anyvolunteers ? The
submission will cover the area
bounded by Glenbrook Gorge
to the Old Bathurst Road. This
isthe first of a series which we
hope will cover the whole
Eastern Escarpment,

Z. Draft Local Environment
Plan for M¢ Donalds.

Again, Malcolm Hughes has
prepared the Societvls sub-
mission on the proposed M:
Donalds redevelopment at
Flaxland. The submission
basically states that the Soci-
ety, while not welcoming this
establishment, will at least tol-
erate it if suitable controls are
placed on the resultant litter
problem and adequate ltaste-
fulll landscaping. Also, the
heritage aspects of the Pilgrim

Innwould havetobe takeninto
account, as well as the protec-
tion of the existing mature
trees on the existing Nursery
site.

3. 'Nepean River Commit-
tee,

Our Societyisamember ofthis
Committee as reported in the
last issue of EcoNews. In re-
cent weeks, our delegates
have addressed Penrith City
Council and met with the new
Member for Fenrith, Guy
Matheson., The Committee is
confident that the measures
written into the draft Blue
Mountains National Fark
Management Plan will b2 im-
plemented in the not too dis-
tant future (i.e. - re-imposition
of an 8 knot limit in Fairlight
Gorge south of Glenbrook
Creek).

4. Flora and Fauna Park.
Members of LEMCS were
members of 2 Blue Mountains
Environment Council delega-
tion to the head of the Depart-
ment of Flanning was success-
ful in gaining a stay on the re-
lease of the draft Local Envi-
ronmental Flan until further
studies onthe effectthis devel-
opment may have on the re-
gion are considered.

5. Newnes Plateau.

State Conservation Groups,
through our actions, may have
arepresentative onthe current
working party examining vari-
ous options for this area, The
BEMEC will press a Regional

Environmental Flan to be
completed on the area.
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BMCC deserve abouguet this
issue for the Environment
Management Plans they have
started to prepare for the
fringe areas of the City, How-
ever, we are concerned at the
possible changes to environ-
ment protection Zone 7 (&),
which Council will consider
shortly.



