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EDITORIAL

WHO ARE WE?

Environmentalists, conservaticnists, greenies, eco-nuts,
plain "nuts",the list is long. Some labels benign even benevolent;
other tags are quite hostile in intention and design.

Broad-shouldered bush-loving types accept such descriptions
as.-a matter of course - after all. if logical sargument csnnot win
- the day, "call them for what you can", seems to be the catch-cry.

One name that does hurt though is that of "preservationist",
as this implies leaving wildlife populations or plant - animal
communities "just as they are". The only constant in wildlife
managemenit is that there will be change. The dynamic processes
inherent in nature must be studied, understood and then incorporated
in wildlife management practice.

The "balance of nature" depends so much on the "balance of
man"; as those who are at the lighter side of the scale, we must
ensure that "preservationists" have little to do with the struggle
for "wise use" of the environment.

# Members may wish to comment; any material for the newsletter is
welcomed. Please send it to 7/ Kent Street, Glenbrook. 2773.

KANGARCOS

In view of recent events on the 'kangaroo culling' debate,
members may be-interested in the Nature Conservation Council's
Policy on Kangaroo lManagement. After 5 hours debate at the 1980
Conference, numerous amendments and re-arrangements, the following
Policy was adopted;

THAT 1. The N.C.C. believes that the aim of any kangaroo management
programme in NSW should be to ensure the survival of
abundsnt and viable populations of all species of kangaroo
over as much of their present and past range as possible.
The Council is therefore generally opposed to the killing
of kangaroos but acknowledges that there might be the need
to cull certain species of macropod in times of over-
population.

2. NCC supports the establishment of a NSW Kangaroo Management
Committee to assess the state of the kangaroo population
and to advise the Director of the NPWS on:

a) current population levels on a regional basis;
methods of maintaining desirable levels of kangaroco
population;

¢) research required;and

d) culling quotds for each year.
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The NCC also supports the establishment of a nationsl kangaroo

study group to review the work of the States in relation to

kangaroo management and desirable kangaroo population levels
and conflicts between grazing and kangaroose.

3. NCC supports the concept that both these groups should
include representatives of the voluntary conservation movemert,
The committee should also include independent scientists,
and a majority of representatives should not be from the
kangaroo industry or pastoral and land-holding interests
conbined.

4, NCC believes kangaroo protein and products may be utilised,
providing strict controls are exercised over culling,
including strict adherence to annual review of culling
licences.

5. LKCC supports the introduction of an export ban on kangaroo
products.

6. NCC opposes any commitment of resources made to the industry
for one year in advance.

7« NCC calls for substantial increases in State Government
funding of:-

a) administration of the State monitoring survey of the
kangaroo population;

b) research into endangered species; and

¢) the purchase of merginal farming and other land for
wildlife reserves.

CCNSTITUTION

The changes notified in the last newsletter were passed at the
December meeting. This means that the Constitution is now more
flexible. Feople are taking turns chairing meetings, hosting
workshops, organising speakers/entertainment and representing the
Society at different inquiries. functions etc.

CCHING EVENTS (see page 4 for Meetings/Walks Programme for this year)
iorkshops - to handle business, sre held the second hMonday evening
after each monthly meeting. The next workshop will be held
at Molly Edmonds' home;
8 David Street East, (not in the Directory)
Springwood. :
Turn left off Macquarie Road into Dechair Avenue, then
into David Street East.
Date - 19th March Time - 7.30pm.

Weekend Course - on the local environment.
cost = $10.00 for the weekend.

oubjects - Aboriginal History, Geology and Flors of the Blue lNtns.
Dete = 10th/11th March. - :

contact - Bruce forbes 57-14035(BH)

EXCURSION - to "Belltrees"
Date - 15th April, to discuss the effects of underground coal mining
which threatens this very special place.
Eow to get there - proceed towards Lithgow from Bell on Bells Line
) of Road. Turn left near sign which designates
boundary between Blue Mountains and Lithgow Counciia

Time - 10 zm.

BLUE MOUNTAINS ENVIROHMENT MANAGEMENT PLAN

¥riday, 25th Lovember, saw tone first meeting of the Blue
Mountains FPlan of lanagement Steering Committee which is to consist
of Council, Dept of Environment & PFPlanning and community reps. The
LBMCS was invited to provide a representative on the committee and

to present a brief written submission outlining.murlviews+on t%g
©« P~




@ D %Youramupamwdb
&Waﬂcmwpﬂacﬂ' :
@ Blackesth Rrododendren Rk on Surday ™
Q ) Bk a 120
| '\Famw&\bzdmdzvcmet:)cfddmh:s

\ncbdurg usic, speakers, irest thesirz, srd

cnildren's ED\ @NCOUR to brr —-fb::d to share.
Cli e ‘Rar'\""amrgﬁzﬁmu 5 rc?h Opr:brfh.hﬁ'j

R pode o viee it covern oer e o

IS rae ad to ddorde tne peae et u.ue are

fotturee 4o iy 10 Austradie. ‘

e bzcoming dlarmed at fe PSH\GJS
Hres In which \ivedrﬂ{‘ee\@mwb‘ﬁ'e+ﬁ~a+o
active 0 a posthve way.

Ccnsto\snrg fat e r\t.ldeer

% d‘ﬁﬂ"ﬁ\l’g this plenie | \ou rrey Showo
JOr  appat {for nudesr disarrmament 3 zaetul
eeolution of conflicr n e word +Ode{'j'

Bue Matars ok o '
¢ %g 9 A@,QQ%Q




LI—.
(another notice for your fEidgg

LBMCS WALKSYMERLIHGS PrROGRAMME FCR 1984 (provisional) .

WALKS (tirst Sunday after each monthly meeting)

March - Lapstone Zig Zag, meet 10 sm end of Knsapsack Rd, Lapstone
(behind RAxF Base, Lapstone)

April - pelltrees (sSee page 2)

may Birdwood Gully, Springwood.

June - ljollongembe River from Mt. Wilson.

duly Blue Gum Swamp Creek to Grose River lookout point.

August- Florsbella Pass, Warrimoo

oept - opotllghtlng.

I

Cct - Weekend Hike to the Colo in the Wollemi N.F.
Nov. = Members suggestion?
Dec - Christmas Pasrty.

MEETINGS (second Friday of each month, except January)

Eeld in the Teachers Resource Centre, Glenbrook Infants School, Ross

street, Glenbrook.

March - Hoger Lembit, Project Cfficer with the Nature Conservation
Council of NSW will talk and show slides on Exploratory
Bushwalking in the Blue Mountains.

April - Beatrice Falmer, well known Blue Mountains naturalist will
_ speak on "The Private Lives of some Blue Fountains Birds".
May ~ Business, Policy Night. We need official policies on many

topics; Uranium, Fire Management, Land lManagement in the
. Blue Mountains etc etc.

June - another rublic Forum on Fire Management.

July - Beverley %iedler, slides on the plants of Burrendong
Arboretum,

Aug. = Another Policy Night.

Sept. =~ Opeaker on Forestry and its effects on flora and fauna.

Oct. - Annual General lMeéting and members slides.

Nove - Opeaker on Energy and Energy Conservatlon

Dec. - Eat, Drink and Be MerTYeseceaecs

SAKDMINING OVERVIEW WALK AND EVIDENCE
GATEERING ACTIVITIES :

bUNDAY 1&th March 10.%0am

Mt. Vic. Station.

The Bell ssndmining case has been
deferred, at the applicant's request,

to April, when it will be heard in the
Land and Environment Court. The Upper
Blue Mountsins Conservation Society are
organising this action snd LBFNCS members
are welcome to assist in -the collation
of evidence. Bring sppropriate equipment.

MEMBERS......if you have any idess for speskers/entertainment at
monthly meetings, then by all means, let us know, 39-1748
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desired nature of any future plenning instrument for the Blue
Mountains. This we did with the main points of our submission being
the need for, '

- formal protection for environmentally-sensitive aress,

- 8 halt to subdivision and slienation of crown lands.

- guidelines to himit extractive industries.
- better sewage trestment facilities to stop creek degradation.

The morning session, which consisted mainly of submission
presentations, made it sbundantly clear that everyone knew what the
mountains' environmental problems are. Differences arose, however, in
regard to the test solution. The most notable difference being Jim
Smith's proposal to sell off land in the VWarrimoo - Valley Heights
area in order to purchase what Be sees as more important land in the
Upper Mtns. This clearly isn't the most enchanting of options as far
as we're concerned.

: The afternoon session was a lot more concrete with D.E.P. laying
it's cards on the table to a certain extent. Gabrielle Kibble, a very
senior DL.E.F. representative, made the following official
announcements;

- DEF is prepared to co-operate with Council in the preparation

of an environuentally-sensitive management plan.

- $20,000 will be madé available thHis year and more next

financisl year.

- some D=ZP staff to assist Council in the short term.

- long term assistance with staff (eg. environmental officer)

was ruled out fairly clearly. ‘

Later speakers for the UEF outlined what they meant by "Env.
Management Plan", this being,

1. Immediste Policy development

2. Implementation of this Policy in the form of Development

Control Plans. 5

5. Development of a Local Environment Plan that will protect,

by zoning, environmentally-sensitive areas. The draft should
be oy exhibition for public comment by mid-1984. This Plan
will use the "Heritage :‘Study" as supporting documentation. .

4. Cn-going Locsl Env. Studies and sn exercise (already started)

to pull together all existing studies.

In conclusion, the following points should be noted. 4lthough
there was a lot of telk about protecting the environment using a Local
Environmental Plan, one must remember that this form of instrument can
be changed and smended virtually at the whim of Council. For this
reason, the cSociety will push for formal legislatiwve protection of such
areas thus affording these areas a degree of long term protection.
Lastly, comments by the BMCC Town Planner regarding "land capability
Studies to assess the potential for the active employment of rural
Iands"™ sre nothing byt euphemisms for "development"™ and should Ve
watched carefully. -

Craig Linn.

STATUS CF THE W.A. UNDERGRCUND CRCHID
A W.A. University botanist, Dr Kingsley Dixon, has become the
first person to germinate the underground orchid, Rhizanthella gsrdneri.
Dr. Dixon, who studied the orchid for nearly 2 years under the
sponsorship of the World Wildlife Fund, recently received a $2000 grant
from the Australian Orchid Foundation to continue seeding experiments.
WWF Newsletter.

"LIBERAL PARTY" from NPA newsletter.

As many conservation groups grow disenchanted with the N3Y Labor Govt
attention is turning to the policies of the NSW Opposition Parties, and
in particular the Liberal Party. At the same time Cpposition Leader,
Nick Greiner, has begun courting the now importent environmental vote.
strategists within the conservation movement believe that a Liberal-led
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govt will be in power in the late 19€0s. In this article, Grehsme Wells,
examines the policies, rhetorie and actions of the alternatlve govt. "

The Liberal Psrty.

In response to approaches from the State Council of the NFA and the
Illswarra DRranch of the KPA to the orgsnisational end Farliamentary wings
of the ILiberal Party, conflicts in their attitudes to rainforest snd
nstional parks became evident.

Cn July 19, 193, sState Council wrote to Stephen Litchfield, State
Director of the Liberal Party of Aust - Now Division, asking 1if the Party
endorsed comments made in the Grafton Daily EZxaminer of May 2&, 1983, by
Leon Punch, Lesder of the National Party, that inter alia the Liberal
Party would permit logging in "Wsshpool and many national parks". Mr.
Litehfield replied as follows:

"The Liberal Party also supported the selective logging of the
Wwashpool Btate Forest as proposed by the State Forestry Commission,
because it considered the proposal to be a balanced approach
to both environmental and employment aspects. The Party has not
recently considered the question of logging in other national
parks, but I have asked the 3tste Leader to consider the issue
and advise me".

But in a letter to the Illswasrra Branch of the NPA, Mr. Greiner said:

"T wish to assure you that the Liberal Party does not support
wholesale logging in national parks, whether they compromise
rainforest or other timbers. Far from opening the parks to logging, .
mining, grezing snd other forms of development, we will give top
priority to strengthening the adequate financial support for the
existing system of parks. Indeed, we will ensure the payment of
3ll landholders who are still awaiting compensation for lands
resumed for nstional parks. You msy be assured that the K&V Libera
Party under my leadership is far from being &an anti-conservation
party".

Nstional Parks.

In an address to the 1983 annual conference of the Nature Conservation
Council, Mr. Greiner caslled for a comprehensive review of the policies
of both acquisition and masnagement of national parks in NSWk.

He said the Liberal Party was committed to,

- slways make decisions szbout laend being considered for park
purposes within a period of not nore than 12 months sb that
those affected will know what is proposed as quickly as possible;

- enacting legislation for the payment of just compensation for
landholders whose land is subject to acquisition by the State.

He also said all land currently under proclasmstion must be reviewed and
a final decision made within that 12 month period.

“hat does this mean? Does proclamation mesn areas ppoclaimed under the
National Parks and Wildlife Act? Is the Liberal Party going to put up
every National Park, Nature Reserve, Historic Site, Aboriginal Area and
Stete Recreation Area to the highest bidder in the greatest land grab
since 17707%

Fiansgement Plans.

Nr. Greiner correctly pointed out that the development of appropriate
msnagement plans for our netional parks has been allowed to fall badly
berind schedule. But then he went completely off the beam by stating that
"nowhere has this been more obvious than in Kosciusko National FPark".

The VMinister for Planning and Environment, Hon,. E. Bedford, adopted the
Kosciusko FPlan of Management in 1982. That Plan is still in force.

Rainforest.

"T recognise without qualification the vitsl importance of the
T - s TR . iy e At roar e AP +hAa mainfFfoeroaat
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areas. Their continued existence must not be put under threat."-
Mr. Greiner then went on to endorse the now discredited "Indigenous
Forest Policy" of the Forestry Commission of LS4W which in relation to
rainforests, states:

"The broasd objective for all rainforest areas is to reduce

harvesting vo selective felling fop spgeialiy L6gs, ot a level 10U

enough to maintain canopy rainforest structure. This would require
the phasing-out of general purpose timber harvesting in most
rainforest areas......where selective logging is successfully
carried out without destroying the ecological visbility of the
rainforest, this may be continued to meet current market
commitments. However, these commitments should be reduced where
necessary in time to avoid the need for logging above the
sustained yield level after the first cutting cycle."

He also endorsed the report of the Senate Standing Committee on Trade
and ‘Resources on Australia's Forestry and Forest Products Industrics
which recommended that,

"All areas of rainforest in Australia be conserved, maintaining
the characteristic diversity and vitality of the original forests.
Where publicly-owned rainforests are managed for timber production,
menagement prescriptions must include as a minimum standard,

- the attalnment of sustained yileld as a high priority;

- selective logging;

— canopy retention provisions appropriate to the rainforest type;
- marking by forest staff of each tree to be removed;

- tree marking to ensure the maintenance of the species mix of the
. forest in its original proportions.

The margin between royalties aspplying to rainforest species snd
those to other species be increased to ensure that rainforest
timbers are used sparingly and only for purposes where other
timbers snd other materials are not suitable substitutes.™

In politician's gobbledegook, Mr. Greiner concluded:

"While decisions will always have to be made on a case by case
analysis of the situation, I believe that those broad guidelines
should establish a clear regime for the preservstion and
conservation of our vital rainforest resources".

Really?

.

Attitude to Wilderness

Nick Greiner believes that "while there are strong cases to be made for
the preservation of genuine wilderness areas which should remain
entirely untouched, these will be rare snd exceptional cases'".

However, in a clear reference to the Franklin Dam case, Mr. Greiner
sald the Liberal Farty rejected the use of the external affairs power

of the Commonwealth "to impose upon the States obligations which they
do not accept, and which their citizens do not accept".

Planning ;

"As 1n all-other matters, a Libéral Government will reguire the
Government itself to conform to all the reguirements that it
places upon those in the private sector, and planning decisions
are included in this."

However, Hr. Greiner geve no assurances that the Environmental Planning
and Assessment Act would notbe tampered with. '

The National Party Connection

There seems to be little room for common ground between the national
parks movenient and the National Party, given the Party's stance on
environmental issues. The biggest credibility gap fpr the National Party
lies in its sttempts to revoke the Goulburn River National Park.

Cn September 20 last year the IFational Party Member for Upper Hunter
(Mr. Fisher) propdsed:

R e e i S oo S TRy o o i e Tn T e et (7 S gl o s (o Tl e T S il TGS
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section 3%(3) of the Nastional I’arks and Wildlife Acﬁ,.1974,
reserving certain lands as psrt of Goulburn River Natlonal Park,
98 set forth in the Notice appearing in the Govt Gozette Ho.ad

r | 1
of 11 February 1953, a copy of which was leid upon the Mable of
this House on 25 August, 1983."
In speaking to this unprecedented motion, Fr. I'isher claimed that he
did not "in any way oppose the proclamation of national psrks, nor have
I done so in the past.,"
Later the Leader of the National Party Mr. Leon Punch, said the
Opposition would continue to support the establishment of national parks,
"but will not support their proclamation if thet will affect water
conservation”.
Eowever, NMr. Punch was guoted in the Grafton Daily Examiner that the
Lational Party was terrified at the rate of growth of National Parks.
"We see them squeezing out the public by taking up privete property
eand freezing privste lands."” '
I'm willing to give a firm undertaking that if we (Wational Party-
Liberal coalition) are returned to power - lashpool - will be
reopened to the timber industry."
The Dsily Examiner said kr. Punch was prepared to support the selective
logzing of some national parks and a stop to further lsnd scquisitbion
by the Hational Parks and Wildlife Service.

lr. Greiner and his liberal MPs voted with the National party giving
a total of 25 in favour, and 57 against (Lsbor and 2 Independents).
Goulburn River was saved; but what of the future?

A Blue Mountains Political Round-Up will be forthcoming in future
newsletters; after all there will be a State electlon soon.

world Wildlife Pund Project 55 - Conservation of the Eastern Harred
Bandicoot ' :
Work on this important project has now commenced. The two yesr study
being conducted by Peter Brown will investigate various gspects of the
bsndicoot's biology. The proposed resesrch includes studies of the
population dynemics snd reproductive biology of the species, their
dietary hsbits, the effects of introduced predastors znd the utilisation
of natursl snd srtificial hebitat. lLiopefully, data gathered from this
research will sid in the formulastion of a mgnagement strategy aimed at
stsbilising the only mainlend population at Hsmilton, and enable the
successful reintroduction of the species into suitable areas of their
former range.

The recent drought has been the cause of major concern as the number of
bandicoots knowa to be alive at Feter's study site has dropped
dromatically. This, combined with the fact that the bandicoots, which
normally breed throughout the year, had not bred since November '82,

cave rise to some real fears for the populations future prospects. However
Teter reports that the bandicoots resumed breeding sgein shortly sfter the
drought broke in March '83. In fact, 50% of the femeles were carrying
pouch young within a matter of weeks after the first rains.” It is now
hoped that the populstion will return rapidly to its former level with

ne recruitment of Jjuveniles into the population. As FPeter says, "the
effect of the drought on the bandicoots serves to highlight the
precarious nature of their existence and that of any endangered species
which has been reduced to a single , small populstion".

The recent events also emphasise the need to establish & csptive colony
which can act as a reserve pepulation in the event of any natursl or
unnatural dissster affecting the wild populstion. 4 captive colony would
_ also provide sccurate data on reproduction and growth, as well as
evaluating use of artificial shelters by bandicoots, and factors affecting
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"Fire ond the Australian iborigine - an enigma."
by Phyllis L. Nicholson.
This is a condensed wersion of Chapter 3, from "Fire and the Australian
Biota", Editors, a.M. Gill, R.H. Groves, I.R. Noble. Australian
Academy of oScience/

¥

Australia two hundred years sgo was a continent unique in being
inhabited by people who lived directly from the natural resources of ¢
land. They were hunter-gatherers whose exploitive economy requirec only
a simple bul a versatile technology. Fire was their common 00l snd <his
was supplemented by tools cleverly shaped from wood snd stone; later,
some small tools were made of bone- and shell. They were the owners of
the land which had nurtured their forebears, and across the continent

a close relationship had evolved between Men, his environment snd nis
soclal snd religious life.

Accurate estimates of the populastion of Australia when European man
landed on its shores vary considerably and conseqguently calculations
based on populations can only be approximations because of the
limitations of the original data. Radcliffe Brown estimated it at
500,000 gnd this figure-msy be an underestimate . They had evolved

a8 tribal orgsnisation and Tindale delineated the boundaries of about

700 tribes. A tribe was a group of ccntiguous bands that shared the ssme
language and culture;'they were people of one blood". Birdsell's

magical numbers include 5 as the .average family s@ze, 25 for the average
band size, snd about 500 for a dialectal .tribe.

Birdsell czslculated that the population density of the Aborigines was
highly correlated to the biological resources as measured by effective
rainfall. Populations were maintained at approx. constant levels by
cultural practices of the women (infanticide, abortion and other
family-spacing procedures) and these in turn were probably influenced
by environmental resource limitations. An 'ecclogical balanceof man,
nature and low controlled population density' prevailed.

The 'savages' who were so rapidly displaced by Furopean man were a
healthy virile cultured race. Unfortunately we have no picture of the
Australian scene when the original Australian first populated this
continent. Lightning may have been the frequent source of fire. Nor

is it easy from the sources available to form an accurate picture of the
country when the Aborigines were displaced.

From present evidence it can be assumed that the original Australians
were familiar with fire when they first arrived, perhaps 40,000 years
T S .

Methods of laking Fire

Before Zuropean msn introduced matches from 'white mans tinder box',
fire was produced from friction. Heat was produced either by a rubbing
or a drilling action between two pieces of wood, or by the less
frequently observed percussion method pf producing sparks when two
pPileces of stone were struck together. The dry tinder needed to produce
a flame came from a variety of sources such as fur, feathers, shredded
dung, dried fungi or finely teased parts of plsnts such as bark. Tribes
from different habitats used different woods and tinder but the basic
friction procedure remazined similar to those described and photographed
by Baldwin Spencer(1928).

Fire is made in one of two ways, by rubbing snd drilling. Any native will
make fire in, at most, s minute and a half by either of these methods.

End of Part Cne, Part Two next iSSUCess



