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EDITORIAL

The environmentaslist movement is now a major factor in the
political life of Austraslis. ;

It started a long time ago as a protest against change to the
local environment - over-development, fouling of waterways,
destruction of wildlife habitat, polluted sir ete. Thus i% soon
beceme spparent thst such parochial issues were in fach widespread
ones which could not be fought entirely at the locsl level - a
more concerted campsign aimed st the core of these zilments was
reguired. K-owledge and legal competence have become the tools of
environmentalists but at the ssme time, an ability to muster
numbers in support is vital.

Part of this mounting environmentsl "knowledgze" is the increasing
erray of informstion regarding nuclesr arms snd the nuclear industry.
It is now generally admitted that any country - large or smsll -
that acquires enough competence to build nuclear reasctors will
sooner or later also get a nuclear arms capsbility. The peesceful
atom znd the militant atom sre Sismese twins.

Everybody knows that war is more destructive to the environment
than anything else - even Australia would not escspe if in the svent
of a nuclear war, all bombing activity was restricted to the Northern
Hemisphere (see "Habitat" Vol.12 lNo.2 April 1984, "Australis end
Nuclear Winter: Cn the Beach Revisited"). :

What to do? Panic, shrug our shoulders, bury our hesds or perhaps
bulld more shelters - perhaps not. Ignorasnce cn our part is the
greastest ally that the pro-nuclear lobby could hope for. Ais long as
environmentalists know next to nothing about the "pmnicide" that
perheps awsits us there will be no popular movement strong enough
to avert the approsching cstastrophe. Information sbounds snd only
needs to be sought, but political courage snd determination, as vetb,
lacks resolve. Zopefully the conservation movement will help
formulate the direction our political leaders should take in order
to avert our grestest environmental threst.

WHAT TO DO

W“rite to the P.M., Ross Free(lember for lscquarie) C/- Psrlisment
House, Canberra, outlining your concerns znd urging strengthening
of the A.L.F¥s snti-urasnium policy. 2t the Annual A.L.P. Conference
in Juns.

" If you need information, Totsl Environment Centre has some, chesp

but excellent publicstions for sale. One, in perticular by MAUF/FCE
i1s $6.95 and easy resding; "The Nuclear Environment", a Handbook
on Nuclear Fower for Schools and the Community. '

Cur Future is in Qur Hsnds.
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June 10th -~ VWollongambe River from Kt. Wilson. MNeet 11a

wood Gully, Springwood. Mect 410sm outside 52 Boomerang
¥
h 1f yeu like.

at Mt. Wilson
Fern Park for an early BB then a brisk wslk down to the
Jollongambe River. This is a beautiful river with pristine
wilderness guslities, but how long will it remain this way?
Turbid polluted run-off from sand mines, coal mines and
forestry activities threatens to degrade these gualities.
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Tth - at this gathering of our clan, we will be thrashing out
policies on uranium mining end fire management in the Blue
Mountains. The Bociety needs documented policies on these

» and other issues for public information and media release.

une &th - A Public Forum on Fire Management in the Blue Mountains.
Appropriate speakers sre soon to be confirmed. Watch the
Gazette for details.

uly 15th - Beverley Fiedler will show some of her inspiring slides
end talk on the Plants of Burrendéng Arboretum.

ZNops3
ndance has fsllen lately - members should make sn effort to
icipate in these workshops, we need your guidsnce snd help.

ey 278t - 7.30pm at 52 Boomerang Road, Springwood.

une 18th - 7.30pn at 7 Kent Street, Glenbrook.

arnll MEETING

E1 - F1 gy

Wbk

Seatrice Palmer was our welcome guest and shared her extensive
epth knowledge with us of the privste lives of some Blue Mtns.

course, most of us have some sort of native shrubbery in our
which is bird-attrscting but in doing this we inevitably lose
z these birds to predation by domestic and feral cats. Beatrice
inteins that if domestic cats are fed on fresh meat, they lose their
icentive to catch live prey. This could be "food - for - thought" for
ny of us:
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Incidently, for those of us who hsve a Lilly Pilly in fruit at the
ent, the gerden is certezinly-providing hours of enjoyment watching
rd activity.

is really making its mark on its way up from Victoria.
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heard that a variety of Rust imported to control Blackberry

W.G.
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22 5000K NATIVE PLANT REJERVE
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If you are in need of healthy, strong native plents at very
asonable prices they can be purchased st the Reserve. It is open
m 12 noon to 4 pm on Wednesdays, Saturdays snd Sundsys. It's that
Of bush with the fence sround it opposite the Tourist Informastion
y on the Highway at Glenbrook.

L

_“e should try to grow species local tn the Blue Ftns at least;
cles from other states have the potential to have sz negative
+ogical impact here in the same wsy as the Kooksburra is £0 W.A.

The

Reserve epitomises the vest array of management problems for

Springwood. This will be -a simple nature stroll, being

L}
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most nature conservstion reserves in Australia sll crammed into 2.2ha.
It is affected by almost every problem yocu can think of;

- weeds .

- polluted run-off

- vandalism of buildings

- over-use by the public

-~ feral end domestic cats and dogs

- threat of fire

- lack of an informed management plan

BUT, the Reserve is fortunste in that every week, a2 dedicated,
faithful group of workers turn up to toil with these problens If tnis
dozen or so sre needed to menszge and keep up. with the problems of an
area as tiny as this, what hope for our nature conservation reserves?
Are they really large enough to protect snd look after themselves?

The Government must realise that with every new nature conservation
reserve, funds need to be provided for the provision of sdequate steff
fo mansge snd preserve those guslities for which the land was reserved.

If a dozen people sre hzving trouble keeping up with these problen

on 2.2ha, how will eaur nature conservatlon reserves fair in tﬂe future
for lack of adequate staffing?

A MEMBER REZECRTS......

That scmething akin to the call (screech...) of a Bsrking Owl 8
been heard at night in a gully near Springwood. Can Anyone confirm this

BLUE MTNS ExVIRCNMENT HANAGEMENT PLAN

Members - now is your chance to have a say in planning land-use
in the Lower Blue lMountains around environmental guidelines. Our
Society is conducting field work at selected undeveloped land from
Lapstone to Linden. ihe information gathered will form the basis of
our recommendations to Council when the E.F.Plan is placed on Public
Exhibition. But we Heed workers; botanists, ornltholoblsts, geolog 1u,d,
ecologists, the more the merrier! Just one day of one of your weekend
in the next month would help us in our task.

IVY HARKET

The last time we asked for donatlonb of pre-loved junk, the response
was encouraging. You'd be surprised what people will buy; sc give
Aleen a call on 39-4079 if you qanu to get rid of books, clothes,
crockery, +0ys, plants, Vis, spare blocks of land, odd homes or
unused 747s snd she u11? pick hhem up. The Ivy lerket is our only
regular fund-raising activity, your support is vital for thet reason.

thful few helpers conduct this activity every montn.

By the way, a fai
with some help.

They could do

PENRITH TLAKES SCELME

The BSoclety has responded to tqe Regional Envircnmental Study
which sddressed the guesStion of a watﬁr soumce for Tne Lskes. Deteils
of our submission next issue.

URANTUN

A delegate from our Society attended a specigl Lorier o)
Nature Conservation Council in Februsry. The Conflercnce :I
existing policy which condemned the mining 2nd export oi uranium
its consequences. The (onference went on uhe draw up & fupther st

on Uranium as follows: :
THAR Cut of concern for the effects of nuclear war snd the
fuel cycle on 21l life on earth, and indeed the earth
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he H¥ature Conservation Counecil:-

the mining asnd expoert of ursnium, bthorium and other nuclear
fuels; ) ) ‘ i
b) the development snd use of power staticns fueled Ly nuclear

' osiler pert of the

[

materials, uranium enrichment plsaots, or sn

€l

nuclear fuel cycle; ) i
¢) the manufacture, stockpile, deployment or use of nuclesar weapons;
d} the carriage of auclear weapons snd materisls via Australian
lsnd, air space or territorisl waters: .

SupLorts: ) L ) ) )
T 8) taking strong eccnemic snd diplomatic sction in all available
internationzl forums to preveat the proliferation of nuclear

weapons;

B} the declaration of a nuclesr-free Pacific and the exclusion
of nuclear wespons Ifrom Australia;

¢) increasing effocrts to conserve energy; .

d) the use of renewable energy slternastives to both nuclear and
fossil fusls; )

e) the development of zlternatives to the use of radiosctive
matericls for physicel, biological, biochemicsl gnd medical
research, diasgnosis and tresbtmentsr

Lrges

the Asustrslian Government te adopt policies to achieve these sims.

is olicy snd Gtstement are on the sgenda for discussion at our May
eting. ’

sy

S£IRTRAE RAIRFOREST WILDERNESS -

J

Conservetion of the wet tropical rainforests sznd in particular

the Grester Dsintree region has become a national priority for
censervationists in 11884,

& Australien lieritsge Commission is preparing a submission for
world Eeritage listing. .

The proposed Greater Dsintree National Perk is spproximstely
550,000 hecteres, predominantly Jltate Fopest snd Timber Reserve . Much
cf the sres is rainforest, snd.90,000 hectares of it is virgin tropical
rzinforest - the largest tract of its kind in Australia.

n

The Grester Daintree region alsc contesins most of the remaining
lowlend rainforest in Austrslia. Botanists believe the srea to be one
of the centres of evolution of flowering plants on the planet.
Frimitive plants found here occur nowhere else in the world.

The {1ld. Govt. have declared seversl smsll Nstional Parks in the
w;fa- “he Cape Tribulstion N.¥. was announced sfter the 2nd World

«ilcerness Congress in Cairns in 1980.

~owever, the Faork wes gszetted leaving a road reserve between

Cspe Uribuletion asnd Bloomfield. This streteh is the only coastal
rginforest wilderness in the wet tropies. It is bordered by live
fringing reszf which sre liarine Kational Park Category B.
consetvationists are absolutely opposed Fo construction of a road
thrcugh the Purk.

Louglas chire Council spplied for Federal funds for the road
construction in 1985 snd were refused on environmental grounds. The
Couneil obtained $100,000 from the (¢ld Csbinet as a special project.

o}

w.21n loads Lept funds have not been available.

R0ad construction commenced in December 198%, with no preliminary
survey osnd did not follow the gazetted corridor. Destruction of the
netionazl Eark cutraged many pecple and the works were blockaded by
conservationists. A national meeting of all msjor conservation groups
re§01?ea to g@ve the issue nationgl priority. A legal case against the
«1d. GovE. and Douglas ishire Council is being prepared.
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The 'Wet' has helted the Council's work on the rosd, possibly
until HMay.

Lobbying of Federal Ministers is a priority and donetions to
The Wilderness Society will help the Society save the srea from
needless destruction. These can be sent to Tws, 502 Pitt Street, Sydney.

Footnote: The LBHCS has donated %100 towards the csmpaign, but
letters to appropriate politicisns are equally if not more
productive. Write to Barry Cohen, Minister for Home Affeirs
end Environment, Parlisment House, Canberra expressing your
concern and urging Federal involvement in the issue.

The following items are extracted from "Ecofile", a new publication
from the Fed. Dept of Home Affairs and Envircnment, instigated by
Barry Cohen.

Tasmsnisn Rengers and Tourists in the South West.

' The Commonwealth Government has made funds svailsble to Tasmanis
to help protect the World Heritage irea snd to promote Toupist
development in the South YWest Region. $500,000 will be provided for
essentzal management of the irea in the busy summer months when visitor
pressures are likely to increase markedly. The P.M. offered Tasmania

up to $5million in the 83/85 period for tourist development projects

in the South West Region.

Extensions to Ksksdu National Park

kekadu K.¥. 1s being expanded to include slmost sll the South
Alligator River catchment, s wetlands area of major international
importsnee. Stasge 2 of the Park was announced last Hovember. The Aust.
N.P.& ¥W.S8. is now preparing the way for edding 2 adjacent pastorsl
properties to the Park. In the next 6 years, an additional »5omillion
will be spent on prividing infrastructure for park management and
visitor fscilities to enhance bushwalking, viewing of Aboriginal sites,
wildlife observetion and other activities.

An Environmentasl Survey of Australia

The 1962 a.L.F. Policy calls for CSIRC and other relevsnt agencies
to work jointly with the States and Territories, to esteblish an
Environmentsl Survey of Australia. Preliminary action has begun on
achieving this survey.

Chemicgls ~-the Fazardous Helpers.

The Australian theme for Jorld Environment Day June 5 1984 is
"Chemicals can be hazsrdous - take care. Major government agencies
will prepare educstion and information mabterial to mark June 5a..the
materisl should promote a better community understending of the degree
of hazard of particular chemicsls, and seek to achieve public
responsibility in the disposal of toxic wastes.

Note: In the next issue of our newsletter, a list of pesticides, their
trade nasmes and ecology rating will be included.

2,

d of Extracts.

g.l

INTERNATIONAL PLANTS CAMPAIGN

On 22.3%.84 the World Wildlife Fund launched $his Campaign. The
Cempalgn sims to increase community awsreness of the need for
consegrvetion of our plant resources and in particular endangered pls
specles, and to raise funds for projects directed at the conservsiion
cf endangered plsnt species, i

Cver 200 species of Australiesn native plants are threatened with

extinction, including 4 rare #W.4. basnksiass which are exploited by the
wildflower trade. Cne of the WWFs projects involves a study of the

biology of these species to mske recommendstions on how they should be
menaged to ensure their survivel.

Further information on the Campsign is available from Angela leal
on 02-29-7572, '



LING DEBATE

213 WANGARCO GU

i shtatement in a recent edition of .ustralisn Naturel Eistory
resas gs follows:

result of the emotional sttention given to kanzaro0S...
Macropods snd conservstion issues sre being ignored.!

Is our sense of compassion for native wildlife misplasced? What
" the plight of the following fauna of LSl listed as "endangered"?
wly but surely they are being pushed into oblivion; slready
2 species on this list have not been observed .in NSW for many years
there is still hope that they msy be rediscovered.
218
~footed rock wsllaby
led nail-taoiled wallsasby
»tzin pigmy possum
sorn Guoll
nite=footed marsupisl mouse

->»gvidence Petrel tYompoo fruit-dove
Zould's petrel Scuatter pidgeon
‘lezh-footed shearwater Long-billed corella

k-necked stork Fink cockatoe
cxled duck Douvle-eyed fig parrot
¥y superb parrot

ific baza Ground psarrot
Coshawk ' Fsradise parrot
falcon . Turguoise parrot
szfowl scarlet-chested parrot
u=bregsted buttonquail Zastern grass owl
zins-wanderer Dooty owl
1 “owe Island Woodhen ) Farbled frogmouth
a Albert's lyrebird
ralign Bustard ) Rufous scrub-bird
© thick-knee Red-lored whistler
oystercatcher Striated grasswren
ed plover - Grey grasswren
ittle tern Elack-throsted finch
tern bristlebird Lord Eowe Island currswong
x—-gared miner Llsck-winged currawong

LI you add endangered species from other states' lists, then you
2 long list indeed. If just some of the money and energy spent

¢ kangsroo culling debate was re-allocated to ensuring the
cresServation of those species listed above, then msybe it wouldn't be
-ong. 3ut by the same token, a watchful eye should be kept on
;8r00 numnbers.
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after all, the debate is only over 3 species of kangaroo and not
cne of them is on the endangered list!

caw il DIVISICK CRCPPING in NoW

Ihe following letter was sent to Chris Pratten, Chzirman of the
—“re vonservation Council, after press coversge of the proposal to

Lebu

zllow cropping entitlements in the 'estern Division. The suthor is a
réTiret police officer who has served in several town-ships in the
ZElern Livisioen.

-¢: .estern Lands Commissioner, Sydney

-Ou 8fe cuoted in the SML of 24,2,84 as saying "modern farm machinery
g (]
AR s of the
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big dust storms from the west sre over".

I am presently shuttered in a home in the township of Dareton which is
shrouded in z big dust storm. The sky is obscured, the street is
opaque, the sun is obscured. Ky windows are closed. It is one of thos
non-existent dust storms. Not from the Western Division sdmittedly bu
from the Victorisn Millews scross the Murray. Croplands worked by ths
modern machinery you tslk of. Ir. Commissioner it is not the machinsry,
ancient or modern, that blots out the sky it is the dirt denuded of
trees and vegetation and denuded it is whether by a horse, plough or
Allis Chalnmers.

I am not a farmer, I am not a conservationist. I am Just a citizen wro
lives in the Yestern Division. It is all right for you to make your
ridiculous end dangerous statements from the calm of an sir-conditicrec
office. I have had to turn my air-conditioning off - it sucks in s cloud
of red dust.

.We've had 2 hot nertherly ell day, bearing down on us from the sweating
plains of the Western Division, but it brought not an ounce of dust.
The wind iis swinging round to the west snd laster the south snd as it
does g ton of Victorian dirt is dropping on me. What is your stupid
meant Yo do, repay the Victorizns with tons of Western Division, HS¥
dairt?

Now is not a drought, in fact heavy rains over Christmams and Hew Yesr
brought a clogk of green over this area. In Victoria that vegetastion
has been destroyed by your modern machinery. In N5S¥W the sheep have
tickled it, and thrived on it snd the country has benefitted.

Yours fsithfully,
FR. J.N. Hobbs.

Editor's comment: Mr. Eobb's comments about the devastating impact of
modern machinery sre correct but on the other hand, the impact of shesy
and cattle grszing does not previde for sustainable use of the lsnd
using many of the current msnagement practices. The Western Division

is 8 marginel zone and strong controls over all land-use practices
must be sgpplied whatever way you look -at it.

FIRE AND THE AUSTRALIAN ABCRIGINE — AN EBHIGMA Part 2.

by Phyllis H. Nicholson

If fire wes mainteined by the Aborigines it is slso true that
the Aborigines were maintained by fire for in many aspects of their
life, fire played a significant part. The fire was sn important focus
of the socigl life of the family. Fire was esserntzal to these naked
people for warmth at night and esrly morning, for illuminstion and fox
protection against bad spirits. No one would venture into the dasrk
without a firestick to drive away evil spirits.

e b
sppsrent at least to the Eureopeszn nind, but incidents have bze
where this is not so obvious; for example, in their reports of
confrontations with the Aborigines it is said by sarly settlers that
the natives retired, setting fire to the bush ss they went.

In their msny uses of fire, some motive for its use hsas
have b
-

All the uses of fire sre tsken from observetions by
of what the Aborigines were actuslly seen doing with fire
delly life. ‘e have litile kncwledge of what wss in their
the process or of what lessons were being psssed on-to the
members of the family group. Aboriginel children
observed playing skilfully snd uncone
Zuropesn children weuld not be permit
S

ds Zuropesn culture tends
&1

=hHio

emphasise the dangers of burning and the destructivensss of i its
materisl possessions. It is from this culfursl backzround that

early navigators snd explorers mentioned the presence of grest es’
and numerous fires so freguently in their reports. Apparently

gssumed that the number and volume of the smokes seen was a
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¢ the amount of destruction being caused by the '"savages' who lived q
in this country.

plorers snd sebttlers [reely snd unrestrsinedly reported the
: of the use of .the firestick which every Aborigine
'svery individusl of the tribe when travelling or going
their encempment, carries s firestick for -the
« fires! (Hind 1531). Fire from his firestick wss
extract s food from his surroundings awsy from
ilfully to burn the base and so fell

o
he modern sxe became avsilable, and
used suall localised fires to flush out reptiles zsnd small
1s from the undergrowth, to smecke out small animsgls from their

ins places in burrows or hollowed logs, or to clesr smell asreas of
litter so thst they coulé dig for the edible underground part of food

plsuts or for insect larvae.

. len used fire more extensively. In meny regions where the
vesetstion wss dense, paths were malntzined by the use of & firestick
tc enshble parties Lo move more freely from plsce to place. Hallam
(1575) suggested that 'such tracks reflected constant movement and
nsgge. riring was both a deliberate psrt of sueh ussge snd an

rcidental conseguence'. In hunting, fire reduced the effort to

ture sn esnimel by improving visibility in forest or tall grsss,
csusing the frightened snimels to run into a prepared smbush or
come witnin reach of the hunter's spear or club. In the wake of

g

o alll o [ o 5 & IR ]
oo oo

e fire, women and children collected the smaller victims, insects,
ptiles, birds snd msmmals, and in places so cleared, snimal tracks
came visible snd cculd be followed profifsbly.
Fert 3, next newsletter. from"Pire snd the Austrslian Biota"
- . Chapter 3.
Canberra: A.4.%5 1981
-+ Editors: A.M. Gill, R.H. Groves,
snd I.R. Noble.

JUB3, LKCT DAMS from 5.W.T.C. Kews, FMar/Apr 1884

JILSCC (Wilderness Society) CUTLOES EEC

_ 4 person with an obsessive personality in the Bociety (the editor)
naz pub pencil to paper to comé up with the startling conclusion

thet the sSociety is, or soon will be, employing 46 people on its
verious projects and its various offices. The EZC hsd plsnned to
enploy 29 people to run the Gordon-below-7Franklin Dsm, at an all-up
cost of sbout a billion dollars. Becsuse we employ many people at a
pittence, we can engege 50 more people than the HEC for s miniscule.
fraction of the cost. Fancy that! The no-dams campzign has generated
more Jobs than the dsm would have.
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The following letter is enclosed for members' perusal.

5 il S i i

AUSTRALIAN TRUST FOR CONSERVATION VOLUNTEERS

PROVISIONAL M.S.W, DIVISION
399 PITT STREET, SYDNEY 2000

The Secretary

Dear Friend,

The Australian Trust for Conservation Volunteers, which has been operating
in Victoria since 1981 will establish its N.S.W. Division at a public meeting in
the Hallstrom Theatre of the Australian Museum on Tuesday 10th. April at 8.0C p.m.
Entrance to the Theatre is via the vehicle entrance in William Street. e invite
you to send a representative and to advise your members of the meeting and of our
plans for the future.

A.T.C.V. aims to organise a large group of volunteers to assist landholders,
both private and governmental, in labour intensive conservation tasks which are not
commercially viable. Last year in Victoria, A.T.C.V. contributed over 1000 man days
to tasks such as: Tree Planting, Weeding and Mulching

Vermin Preof Fences

Maintenance of HWalking Trails

Erosion Control

Heed Control by the Bradley Method
Maintenance of-Heritage List Buildings
Establishment and Repair of Wildlife Habitats.

Landholders include the Hational Parks Service, Fisheries and Wildlife Division,
Hational Trust, Soil Conservation Service, Municipal Councils and private farmers.

Volunteers pay most of their transpor{ costs and contribute to costs of food.
The landholder arranges accommodation, usually in woolsheds, local halls or camping

 grounds and makes a small contribution_per volunteer-day to A.T.C.V.

So far, most of our volunteers have been senior school students or members of
youth groups. I believe that, in Sydney, there is a cood number of adults who are
prepared to do physical work, which benafits the environment, and for which
governments will never find sufficient money. As an active member of a conservation
society, I know the vital need for meetings, letter writing, deputations, etc. to
increase public awareness of conservetion matters. A.T.C.V. uses different methods,
which may be more demanding but are certainly more rewarding.,

A.T.C.V. will not become invelved in public controversy. However, the
executive does not necessarily eccept all requests for assistance. IF they have
doubts about the conservation value of a proposal, they will seek informal discussions
with the landholder and independent experts.

The other aspect of our 'conservation education' is the introduction of young
people to the prablems of maintenance of-our natural resources in the most direct
way. A.T.C.V. arranges 3 types of activity: ‘'Haticnal Task' - teams of 12 pecple
for 6 working days, Week-end Residential Tasks, Non Residential 'Day Tasks'.

Your members are welcome to join as a group or as individuals. They can be
part of the 'office team' or of the 'field teams' or of both., If elected to the
initial committee, they will have the opportunity to help develop a new organisation
because this division will be largely independent of the Ballarat H.Q. Anyone who
has led a bushwalking party should be qualified to act as a Task Leader. Ue will be
running Leader Training courses, usually in the evenings of Mational Tasks if the
accommodation is suitable.

Our National President, Mr. Tim Cox, will be in Sydney during the week from
Sth, April, If you have a meeting arranged for that week, and would Tike Mr. Cox to
aive a brieffirsthand &' 'ount of A.T.C.V. activities, please contact me on 451 4028
atier nours.

Alex Tucker.




