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OFRICIALS KRCY BEST? -~ GR VWHY ARD WE SUGH DOPLBT

e conservetionists, as opposed to preservationists,
-

are s dull lot. Ve protest, write leottersy donate Toniey and
and more than likely 'lose sgsleep over what? - nothing more Thsn 8
brown ditch, which is leech ridden (according to the Tas. Prenier,
Robin Gray). I can see it all now, sn international casmpsaign Go
"Save the Leeches” or "Bave the Lasv Wild Diteh". It must be our
overpowering compassion to save all wildlife, even blood-sucling
Anmelids of the Class Hirudinea, that drives us on.
don't know why we bother to worry, aiter 211 the Tas.

i . officials know all and are there to protect the public's interest.

| This was revealed recently when lorm ianders noticed a2 hmge oil

. gliek on the Gordon River. The Fremier knew it was only s bit of

| : 0oil from a chain saw. The H.E.C. later enlightened us all that in

: fact it wzs caused by seversl 2001litre drums of diesel being lost
overboard from a barge. e are rather silly aren't we %o think they
might not have informed the public of a true account of the mishep
had Norm nct been so vigilant!

g At least the brown ditch looks more colourful in the

reflective brillisnce of The multi-rainbow effect czused by the

I glick. Improvement alresdy!

_rf\!”kr?

— ' Perhaps we could su:r-ast 3 further

—_—

improvement by adding seversl tonnes

of 'bluo' tiolet colouriag to

cisguise the 'brown'(not Tob - he

| won't disappear as easily). This

would give bthe Premier a 'fiush' of

3

o success (kis only), but we're only
:fﬁ%flﬁﬁ§ dopes and what do we know? Gtrance,
.I'-'. ! 'Ighl"ﬂ-;-_ P /}7 we ’51101.13?11: this issue was far from
N\ f—.:aag R . _
ﬂﬂy‘yfr a\ S ﬁ«dmbamakaiadhhi an gesthetic one, and had been richt
A 4k from the start. -

wedl it (5 now!

T.%W.5. Fewsletver.
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A BUSE FCR ALL HEEBERB

A few days before his return to Germany, Gerald Williams,

who has been sn active member of the "Green Farty" in Germany, will
be spesking ot our mecting. He is returning to Germany for a short
period to try Lo srrange an Australian tour of the Party's Leader.

The Green Farty occupy our Temocrats position in the
German politicsl scene.

ve gre nost fortunste to have Gerald give up some of his
valusble time to spend it with us and all members and interested
persons sre urged to attend what should prove to be s very
interesting evening.

AlID.

.t the innual General liecting in October, s list of new
nsmes for our Sociebty waes tossed gbout. The meecting decided to
publicise these in this newsletter to sllow members comment. The
new title will be chosen next meeting.
suggestions ere; liepesn and lountains ConsS. i50Ce.

Vountains and Flains Cons. i30C.
llepean—~ilawkesbury Env. Group.

Cumberland Cons. S0Ce.

Conservationists of the Vest. Jestcon!)
Dlue lountains Frot. i30Ca

llest snd liountaine Cons. Goc.

Tlue Fountains Cons. 50C.

Blue lountains Inv. SocC. _

If nembers can think of s more suiteble title: one that
enconpasses the Yestern Pleins end llpuntains without being too long
or loceslised; then by sll meens phone them in to The Secrebtary
for counsideration next meeting.

[EIIUS - same place, Teachers Resource Centre, Glenbrook Infants
=school, Hoss quOht, Glenbrook.

JAHULRY KOETIRG - this has been dropped’ as most members are away

and so sre the officials!

PAST LIETINGS
L.GJM. COTCBER
Cffice RBearers for the next 12 months sre;

President; Christine Ltickley
Vice-President; Nob Chapran
Vice-I'resident; liick Dark
Secrebary; Vendy Godfrey

Iinutes Hecretery; Aleen Hanley
Treasurer; Colin Fowell

Aditer; Peul Godfrey

Fublicity Cfficer; Besse Hramsen
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Alderman” David Farch was guest speaker. The formstion of
a cb—ordinating counmittee for industrisl developmnent has been
refused by the Council. This was to be the topic discussed.
Hevertheless, the Blue lounteins is never lacking in issues of
concern to envirommentalists. Discussions covered nany issues
including;

- Draft 5tate Env. FPlanning Policy on medium density
housing(iiorks Committee will be anglysing the likely
environmentsl consecuences of the policy and presenting
a submission to Council).

— The Environmental Officer (see advert).

- Sewerage scheme at Winmalee (not likely mantil the water
situation is imprbvéd from Emu Plains - see December walk

~ Council's new Site Disturbance Folicy. e congratulete
Gouncil for Tormulsating cuidelines on_site disturbsance
and only hope that all developers, landholders etvec will
co-operate. Bubt,,,y4.wh0 will'watch the watcher'? Council

" itself is involved in many projects of a disturbing
nature!

- Statement of Ubjectives — new revised statement has been
delayed but should sppesr early next year.

- Unemﬁloyment(the WWorks Committee is investigating some
Jjob creating schemes that have been on our minds for s
while. Any additioneal suggestions from members are
needed now.

Our thanks go to Alderman March for giving up one of nis

evenings at home to spend it wibth us.

e

YEAR O THE TREE

LENNOX BRIDGE - Brisn Mills is co-ordinasting a rehabilitation

2|

programme for the Dridge snd it's immediaste environs. The Bridge
should be officially opened midway through 1983. 4ill members ere
urged to perticipate in this programme. Encuiries to Brien on
55-6566. There is a degree of urgency in this programme as [iitchell's
Psss will be open agsin in December. Yes, to traffic! It's a trifle
inappropriate taking the historical significance of the Bridge into

account.

EACURSIOHS/WALKS

OCTCBIR 24— The last walk of our Society was Lo the Colo River, fron

Colo Heights to the junction of Hungryway Creek and the River - known
a5 Bob Turner's Track. Frevioudly advertised in our newsletter as
a8 very rewarding walk, it proved to be all of that. It would be
classed by bushwalkers as an easy walk, having a cleer track, only
short stretches of steep grade snd no obstacles Lo negobiste.

Flowers were profuse and beautiful where they hsd nob

been burnt. The grestest display was of mixed Fultenszea(small yellow
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pes flower) and Eriostemon hispidulis(white wax flower). ilso varied
stends of pink Indigofera sustrslis. Flsnuel flowers in the Yollemi

; the largest blooms of their kind, &snd st ground level, purple
Eetersonla{}ative Iris) abounded. Furple Dsupiera snd Eowlttca
twined amongst green Fop bushes hesvily festooned with bright winged
seeds. Hear the River there were many tall shrubs of lielsleuca or
Callistemon(which we could mot identify), bright red with new
growth, though only one seen was in flower, the mixture of red

shoots end cream brushes was 8 &eliglt to see. ihere the Track strikes

1

the River is a long pool between two sets of rapids asnd edged with o
rock banks snd expensive sand beeches. Unly one "water bsby" Tock

to the pool; though trying to glice sgsinst the curreny, did not make
it's length. An effort to explore per foot to see what the next pool
offered was frustrated by massed boulders and flood debris interlaced
with Leswyer Vine, Blackberry end listive Raspberry. Lo place to
explore in bare feet snd with extremely poor sight. A retresat, back
sbove the river bank te the party on the flat rock picnic site was
not easy; but was made without mishap.

Scenery at this point is besutiful. So fsr away from
atmospheric pollution it is still possible to enjoy the sight of
blue hsze, now largely lost to these nounteins. Softening the dark
hillsides mirrored in the long pool, it gives a feeling of being
able To bresthe nore easily. ‘

Cn the walk msny verieties of birds were seen and nore
heard. lNotes of Dell birds, FPardalotes and Rosellas tinkled in the
foresf, hip birds whistled and cracked, Cockatoos chatted and
gcreeched, Martins skimmed the water, Thrushes sang; and to the
delight of ckildren in the party, a Lyre bird crossed the path.

The day of the walk had been cloudy, though fine. On the
way back slong the top of the ridge, clear sky appeared and across
the gully, shafts of sunlight brought out yellow snd orsnge hues of
sandstone cliffs.

Truly a rewsarding day.
: ' - _ Besse Dramsen.

HOVEEBER 21 - A small crowd had many questions answered by 2 'sunny'

personality (John Bsllinger Univ.H.S5.1.) at an inspection of the

Fousing Commission's Solar Village st Bonnyrigg. John's group (Solerch

first initiated the ides in lste 197&. Flenning and funding (from
state and feceral sources) allowed The project To getb unaerway in
1980. It was completed last year. Tensnts moved into the 12 honmes
of 2 passive solsr design and the 3 standard 'control' homes shortly
after, Frospective tensnts were briefed on the worlings of the
village and it's function as @ centre for & wide range of studies
elated to possive solsr design for both sunmer and winter, energy
consumption sné conservation. is s tenant you can be given a detailed
snslysis of your energy counsumption for any set periocd. There 1s a
monitoring laboratory which is connected up to seversl points in each

house. "he lab. cen dispnose sny source (even children with matches)



De
of heat and how to alleviate it.

Even in a 'stancerd' design house, simple messures can make =

unpleasant climatic conditions quite comfortsble. For instence, in

7 100383 OF The.Same (sien; one ¥ith Todifications sich as (st

excluders, re-sited windows and insuleted walls snd roof, the other
without modifications; the modified version did not recuire sny
heating last winter!(lio, the tensnts weren't from Siberis). The
standard house needed 110 kilowatt hours per week to maintein 15°%.

John explasined the intricate design of the village snd correcte
some commcn fallacies sbout energy conservetion in design. As we left
for home, several of us were overcome by a feeling of guilt for
living in such ridiculously inefficient and energy-consuming homes.
Appropriate design certainly seems pertinent.

LITPLE ZIG ZAG WALKIEG TRACK OPEHED 17.11.82

A Trep. from the Society was among guests at the opening of the

Little Zig Zag Valking Track recently. It was attended by numerous
officials from the Lands Depertment, our lsyor Feter Quirk and

.Hember for the Fountains, Bob Debus, as well as teachers snd students

from local educational institutions.

The track is the second to be opened in the Hetropolitan arcs
and part of a new network of walking tracks in N.S5.W. It begins at
the end of Inspsack Road, Lapstone(near RAAF base). This new outlook
of the Dept. (land managers as opposed to land disposers) is
welcomed by our Society. After 211, contrsry to popular belief, land
is a finite resource and has to be used wisely. The walk is pleazsant
and well-signposted. Speskers paid tribute to lr. & MNrs. McFhee of
Lapstone for being the very strong guiding influence in the project.

NEXT WALK ! _ ¢

SATURIAY 11Th December to SHAWS CREEK (proposed outlet site for
Winmalee Sewerage 3cheme)

MEZT 8em at Winmalee Post Office, on Hawkesbury Road.

This is 8 difficult trackless walk - wear sppropriate clothing and
footwesr.

CONTACT BRI/ 5%-6566 for informetion.

BUSHRCCE - SGCF FR=S3
The Lands Department has revised their policy of issuing

bushrock licences on Crown Lands (a significent portion of the State)
These will not be renewed. It's now up to the Forestry Commission

To follow suit. e can also help simply by not using this valuable
non-renewable resource snd to persuade others to do the same.

BELL CAND HINE

Following the recision motion at Council's ordinary meebing
on 26.10.82, the meeting resolved to hsve prepared and completed
within & MCPtLu, a L.ocal Env. Plen of the site. The Dept. of Min.

o

Resources hss started a study of this particulsr sand resource




~
A

.
utrﬁﬂﬁcj We thouﬁh“ that hed glready Lbeen done before the application

) o || | 11 L |
come belfore Council. It should have! Decisions on Lh est Llong term |

o
je without & full

alustion

cend retionsl use of lond cen not be m ev
of sll the consequences, be they environmentsl or socio-escononic. e

wholeheartedly support the decision %o prepsre an L.I.L. gnd would

slso like to see Council re—evaluate all zonings in the Mountains
(o]
where extrsctive industries are a 'permissible use'. The 'City in

1 £

s lational Fark' theme is e bit hypocritical if extrasctive industries
csn be allowed. _
Iawkesbury Chire's concern sbout pollution levels in the
liepean ere warranted and we are responsible ecuslly with other |
Councils. liost of the drsinsge of the lcuntains flows in an easterly
directicn. surely we saould therefore contemplste closing our doors
to renowned polluting sctivities such ss mining!
The Society will be pursuing this metter as strongly ss it has
done in the passt 2 months

BLUE MOUNTAINS CITY COUNCIL
i ENVIARONMENTAL OFFICER

. -
! Council is considering the appointment of an
. Environmental Officer to implamant its policy “ S z,e,
. for the protection and maintenance of the uni- ¥ L4

que natural environmant of the Biue Mountains.
The appointes will be directly respansible to the

Town Clerk, ) ‘ 8 2
DUTIES: It is envisaged the major duties of the 0 . L \ g .

position will include the development of envir-
cnmental policies and action programmes, liai-
son with Council Departmants, Gowernment
Authorities, private enterprise and voluntary
groups, planning and initiating a major natural
resource inventory, togethsr with appropriate |
management plans, monitoring poliution with
emphasis on water problams and the davelop-
mant of a watar catchment philosophy and an

associated management plan. y
QUALIFICATIONS: Atertiary degrea or equival- )
ent in the natural or environmental sciences, |

preferably with post-graduate qualifications
and five years work relaled exparience. A work- L

ing knowiedge of New South Wales Environ-
_mental Law and experience in environmental M ‘ ;|
agsessment, particularly natural resource inven-

lory and water poliution menitoring. Local
environmental knowledge would also be an
advantage.

SALARY: Salary will be within the range of ‘
_§21,476 to $23,066. .
ZGENERAL: Applications will close with the

undersigned on Monday, 6th Decembar, 1882

.and should inciude full details of exparience
relevant to the advertised position and bas
accompanied by three recent referencas and/or !
names and addresses of referees who may be
consultad. .

A sampie of a brief environmental report would
assist Council in its assessment of applications i
and Council would be interestsd to receive com-
ments on the position as perceived by appli-
cants, particularly in relation to the tasks to be

undertaken. :
Administrative Headquarters, R. Fennell,
KATOOMBA. 2720 Town Clork.
.4th November, 1982, O/N 5670
o AR it e b . 4
1982 CONBERVATION CCUHICIL CF N.S.4. !

The (ouncil represents more than 65 environmental organisgtions
(ineluding us) in 13U and st the Conference in Cetober, more then &0
mobtione were debsted on the following issues;
lationsl Tree Irogrsmme
.V, Taspania
Kationsl Ferks, s.2.A'8S D other reserves

Uevelopment propossls (dems ete) within those reserves and proposed

-
o

wilderness

are
W

1IViIironront i, o T
snvironmental Educatlion



T
Recycling :
Porestry (pines, woodehipping, management ete)
Wildlife (sport hunting ete)
Environmental Flanning
Land Fanasgenent
Crown Lands
Bushrock
Hazardous Chemicals
end Zcological ['ire lanagemente.

We received support for the Environmental Officer and it was
brought to our attention that the ssme controversiasl officer in
Concord Council has been a success snd an asset to that Council.

There was great jubilstion about the rainforest decision by
the Stete government and Jim Somerville (2 member of the Executive)
was presented with a magnum of champers for the significsnt role he
played in the campaign. Congrats were also sent to the Teranisz Cpsck
people who got this issue rolling right from the start. Yere it not
for their "radical tactics", the campaign could have dragged on
even longer with the loss of more rainforest.

The Conference was opened by Stewart YWest, shadow Minister for
the Environment (federsl) and Jack lMundey was a huge success when he
spoke at the dinner that evening.

A STUDY “CP DLUE GUM 5/AHP CREEK by David Earris
Iiot long ago I had the opportunity to study the effects of

domestic sewage pollution on Blue Gum swamp Creek (B.G.5.C.),
Winmalee. The study .was done as a requirement for a lasters of
Applied Seience Degree from the Univ. of ll.5.!. The superintendent
of Blue Fountsins Lstional Fark, Jim Govan, suzgested the study as
there was some concern that effluent scepage and overflow from
sewage storage tanks in the Summerhayes Lstate area may be csusing
contamination of D.G.3.C. -

5.G,5.C. is a2 perennisl tributary of the Lepean River. It rises
in the Summernsyes Estete area of 'inmalee and flows througn Flue
Fountains Iletional Park (B.M.N.F,). This ares is essily asécessivle
to the public and a walking track runs for a considersble distarnce
along the creek.

The sbudy was conducted between september 1979 and May 1940,
Water semples were collected periodically during this time to
represent conditions of normsl snd extreme nigh and low flow. he
water samples were tested in the !ister Analysis Laboratory of the
School of Chemical Enginecering snd Industrial Chemistry of the Univs
OF MaBahs |

The perameters of the snalysis were chosen to give an
indication of the degree of pollution, scurces of pollubion end rTate
of self-purification of the creck. Tests were conducted for the
following..,

1. Turbidity - sn indication of suspended snd colloidal mabter.

E v )

Eigh turbidity can be caused by the presence of micro-




Elug:
orgsnisms, orgenic metizr, clay, silt snd soéme minersls. Low

portent so gs to allow maximum penebtrstlion of

llght for photesynthetic orgenisus.

2. pli - an indicetion of the intensity of alkslinity or acidity.
The p!! velue of weter has @ noticesble effect on msny other
streesn charscteristics, such as rastes of chemicsl reactions
and life functions of acustic orgsnisms.

3. Conductivity - an indication of ionized substences dissolved
in the weter, such as mineral saslts.

4, Mitrogen - Ammonia - on indication of excessive organic
matter present.

5. Ketals - metal icns can highly toxic effects on organisns,

especially heavy metels such as Copper, Lead, lercury end
Zinec. Iron in wster results in unsightly depos 1ts of iron
selts and hes a foul taste,
Caleium snd Mognesium contributbte to wster hardness.

6. Toam — sn indication of detergent ceontamination. IMosm blocks
light penetrstion and is unsightly.

7. Dissolved oxygen = an indicstion of the self-purification
rate of stresms. Inadequate dissolved oxygen contributes to
an unhealthy environment for scuatic life.

&. Coliform bacteris - sun indicstion of sewage contsminstion.
Coliforms zre the principsl indicetor of the suitsbility of
weter for specific uses. Urinking weter should hsve no
coliforms. According to the Clean listers ict, recreational
waters in I1.8.%. should have no more than 200 collforn
per 100 ml.

The water in 3.G.3.C. was ssupled st 10 different locstions
etehing % km dovmstresm from just below Burria Fl to inside B.H.F.P.
gmples were Gaken 11 times over the study period. At The same time

samples were token from another stream which was surrounded by

>ushlsnd. This streem wss the control for the experimentsl results.

The results of the study showed that the msinm source of

contamination of B.G.5.C. 1is runoff contsining road residues and

septic tank effluent. The contaminsted runoff comes primerily from
the residential srez surrocunding the hesdwsters of B.G.3.C. aAn area

Lounded by I'ewkesbury Rd., Lansl iAve., lluru ive., snd lalcyon iwe.

The conbtaminstion indicated by tThe excessive velues of
s

is
ccliform oxrgenisnm turbidity, smmonis snd fosm <

obbained in the ug

per reaches of L.G.5.C. Cowever, the values

obtained do not indicste & serious pollubtion problem. The main
rroblem yould be thet of bsctericlozicel contamination of the upper
reaches, particulsrly sfter heavy rainfall. These high levels dscay
within & short distsnce downstresm snd sre very.low when the creek
enters 2.15.0.F. The waters of 5.G.5.C0. esre of relstively mood cuality
wihere it flows through B.E.I.F. snd this is due to the natursl self-
purificetion process that occurs in the stresm.

It wes recommended that, to best serve the interests of the
public using the ares, signs be pcsted indicating that the water of
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B.G.5.C. 1is not fit for drinking. It is possible thet the Problen
may become more serious as a further 20C odd homes gre yet bo be
built in Summerhayes Lstate. LLowvever, when homes in the srea sre
connected to the sewer the contamination of the creek will be limited
to runoff from roads. Anyone wishing to see the study can borrow

8 copy from Paul Godfrey.

ELICCR: Thanks David for this "insight" into one of +the technicues

of environmental evsluation. As sll would realise this is a problen
suffered by most if not 2ll ereeks in the Blue lounteins.

S0/ National Park Service/George Grani

Six Environmental Principles®

« Everything must go somewhere, or we can never really throw anything away. (Law of conservation of matter}

- You can't get something for nothing, vou can only break even, or there is no such thing as a free lunch. (Firsi law of energy,
or law of conservation of energy)

- You can't even break even, or if you think things are mized up now, just wait. (Second law of energy)

- Everything ie comnected to everything, but how?

- In some cases the greater the diversity of a system, the greater its stability,

. Up to a point, the bigger the better; beyond that point, the bigger the worse. (Brontosaurus principle)

{ Sy
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*Based primarily on statements by Barry Commoner, Garrett Hardin, and Kenneth Boulding. I

PSS HANE NOU RENEWED
YOUR TEMBRERSHIY




