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The environment mskes the news. Every dsy, newspsvers, msgszines
end radio and television programmes sround the world, brosdecsst further
evisodes in a story that is ss o0ld ss Fsn's occupation of the Zerth.
“hile many listen how the environment is changing through men's sctions
or neglect, few become actively involved. Fany feel that such change 1is
pert of The "neturgl™ scheme of things - g sort of evolutiton.—ill-members
cf this conservetion society must agree that such metters sre not
pre-ordsined. reople's attitude snd beliefs can and should be changed.
This must remzin fundsmentsl to our society's underlying philosophy and
this can only come sbout through sctive - not passive - participstion.
rerhsps through our sction the news may become brighter. The world's
forests, for exsmple, sre being clesred st 2 rate of 14 hectares -
minute, s frightening figure. A1l of us sre horrified by such a statistic -
Sut being horrified does not alter it - it is only through sction that
forestry policies cen be modified to .sccommodate the "wise use" doctrine
that this society prescribes to. Use the following to influence others
regerding our environmentsl dilemma.

~ less than cne third of the srea of K.b5.W.'s rainforest
existing at the time of TFuropesn settlement remsins.

- & total of 48 founs species spuear on the Zndsngered Species
ochedule of the National Psrks snd Wildlife ict or are
rroposed additions.

- We heve poisoned or wasted the fundsmentsl pre-recuisites for
g sustained existence; food, sir snd water.

- on 8 worldwicde scasle, we sre currently lcsing one entire
species’ ver day to extinction. Unless & rsdicsl change occurs
this will incresse to one per hour by the year 2000.

- 501l conservationists estimeted That one completely unprotected
pscdock lost soil at the colossal rste of 500 tonnes per ha.
womeé of these soils took perhsps 30,000 yesrs to resch their
present fully developed form. \/sshed sway to the ses or blowr
gcross to llew Zeslsnd!

The environmentsl crisis is an
outward msnifestation of a crisis of
mind snd spirit. There could be no
greeter miscenception of its mesning
than to believe it to be concerned
only with endsngered wildlife, human-
msde ugliness snd pollution. These
gre psrt of it, but more iuportsntly,
v ;;?' the crisis is concerned with the kind
e of crestures we sre snd what we must
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beccme in order to survive.

Lynton ﬁ. Caldwell.




Hext keeting

General discussion on the "business of the dsy" (see report of
July meeting), plus members slides. Iring slong a few of your latest
bush excursion.

FAGT MEZDINGS

JUNE

The June mecting sttrscted a full house, with people stsnding
outside the door to hesr kr. rhil Loperberg speak on "“hszard reduction
by controlled burning". lir. Alen Cstford from the Austrslisn Conservation
Foundastion was a member of the sudience, slong with members from local
bush fire brigsdes, presenting both sides of the arzument. iir. Loperberg
wes supported by his Deputy, Er. Vince Ward. We must thank Fr. Xoperberg
for engsging in mesningful discussion under a somewhst "hot" cross-fire.

The two snd s hslf hours thst Fr. Koperberg spoke and snswered
ouestions was not long enough as many cuestlons hsd to be left
unanswered. lr. noperberg illustrated his telk with reference to s number
of maps showing sreas that Lad been recently control burnt. The maps show
these burns cover many hectares in & broad region sround the towns.

4lan Cstford mentioned methods being used in other Council areas
where clearing of lesf litter snd growth behind houses is done by hand.

Time did not sllow PMr. Koperberg to "discuss in detsil" the
particulsr concerns that were reised in the Bociety Newsletter that
brought Ir. Zoperberg to spesk to the bocliety. After FKr. hoverberg's
letter of reply printed in the Gezette 11.11.81, it was hoped that the
"substentisl evidence available" would have been presented at the meeting.
lir. Koperberg stated during the evening that the "smple evidence
avsilable to substsntiste the cleim that flors snd fsuns communities
subjected to high intensity wildfire sre more likely to undergo
ecological change" was slso partly baesed on his observations, which he
sald were better thsn nothing.

“hilst no-one seemed to go home with their viewpoints changed,
it is felt that some progress wss msde. Fr. Loperberg suggested that the
society form g Committee to work with the Bush Fire Brigsdes such that
when control burns are to take place, gress of significance that should
not be burnt csn be singled out by the Society. The Committee would have
the opportunity to walk over the lsnd with the brigsde end suggestions
cculd be made for placement of fire treils (bresks) for that particular
burn. Lo gusrsntee wss made to slwsys sbide by these suggestions, yet it is
& beginning. rFerhaps locgl knowledge in areass to be burnt will help save
some snimals snd particular plsnt communities. If you live in an ares
proposed to be burnt, snd would like to save some speclilal spots of
importance, do not hesitate to contsct Mr. Loperberg st Llue lMountsins
City Council. If you'd like some assistance, plesse contesct the soclety
Executive.

Unless you own the land to be burnt, you will not be notified
more then s few days in advance, or maybe not at gll. 1t is wise that you
check with the Council for future burn progrsmmes.

For those interested we have a tepe svailable of the proceedings.

The follewing extrsct from the Total Environment Centre lhewsletter is
interesting and relevant.

Control Burning in Urbsn Bushland

Pive environment groups have written to & dezen local councils
recuesting sn environmentsl impact statement for the ‘control burning of
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The Nature Conservstion Society, Willoughby Znvironmentsl
Frotection association, south Turramurra Znvironnent Frotection,
sustralisn Conservstion Foundstion snd T.Z.C. told the Councils thet the
effects of control burning asre "significent" for the purpose of s112 of
the Znvironmentsl snd Plsnning issessment ict, snd therefore required
en L.I.5. with public review. If satisfactory replies were not received,
legal sction would be initiated.

ihere necessary, fuel reduction with hsnd tools is a preferable
alternstive. This is slresdy carried out in Fosman and v1lloughby
municipslities. Zu-ring-gzi Council considers hand clesring to be as
effective against bushfires as contrael burning.

JULY

Chenges to Format of Ke=tings

, Due to the volume of business now confronting the Sceciety, sll
correspondence will be deslt with by the Jorks Committee who will report
to each monthly meeting seeking consensus of opinion on new matters and
gdvising of progress on othérs. This change will allow us to highlight
meetings with speakers, films, slides etec.

WALES

Business has been so time-consuming for the mxecutive, that we
have not been sble to organise many walks or excursions. This should now
chenge snd the following are planned for the latter psrt of this year:

— a Sundgy excursion to the Housing Commission's solsp
subdivision st Bonnyrigg. e hope to get a Commission engineer
or planner toc show us around. The date will be announced in the
next newsletter.

- a day walk to the Colo River vis Bob Turner's Track (in the
warmer weather).

- 26th oSeptember, a midday BBQ at the picnic area in lMount
Wilson. Just a nice lazy day with the opportunity to walk
down to the Wollongambe River.

- Behind HMountain Lagoon there is a large patch of rsinforest

ca=stedthe 'Green Scrub'. The.dabte.snd wsy. dn sre.yebt.to be
finalised.

LCCAL, EVENTS CFFERED BY CTHER GROUPS

SATURDAY 31as JULY 7+« 30pm
The following films will be shown at Springwood Pre-School,-
Macgquarie Roed, Springwood.
"Home on the Renge" - 3 film on U.S. nuclear basses and C.I.A.
involvement in Australia. i
"The Lsnd Ky liother" - Aboriginal Lend Rights.
These will be followed by s speasker. Bev Symons is an Ixecutive
lember of the Association for Internstional Co-operation and
Disermsment. Bev is sn sctivist in the liuclear Free Facific
Fovement and on the Committee for the FPacific Concerns Resources
Centre. .

SUNDAY 1st AUGUST 7 -350pm
These films will be shown again at the Xatoomba Ieighbourheod
Centre (10 Station Street). There will be s different speaker.,
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FRIDAY 6th AUGUST 6.00pn HIRCOHIM L DAY
% counemorstive cendlelipht mercn from Belmore Fsrk nesr Central
keilway proceeding to Town lLisll snd Sydney squere. B.Y.C.Candle.

Internationsl and local speaxers end singers will mske -
contributions asppropriate to the commemorative nature of this tragic
sNNiverssry.

SLTURDAY 21st AUGUST  7.30pm

Two films on the 3.'%W. Tasmenig Dams Issue will be shown at
_oringwood iigh ochool, Grose Losd, Faulconbridge. Licguid refreshments

L

will be provided but bring your own eats.

The Society has been involved in two officigl plsntings so fsr.
Glenbrock Hative Ilant Reserve 4.6.02

This was well-ottended but the atmosphere was initislly marred
by 8 destructive bresk-in into sll the sheds snd the main building in the
Heserve. ! owever, reter ond llsrgaret yuirk and groups rasging from )
gssoclations for girl guides, environmentsal educstion, gardening groups
to conservstion societies planted s total of 18 trees. Gur society
plented a8 Tssmanian “lue Gum, Zuc. globulus.

Nepean College of iAdvanced ETducation 7.6.82

Cur society was represented in the officisl plenting for the
Metropolitan 'est “nvironmental Zducstion Association. liumerous specles
were set into 2z group planting at the front of the College.

The YJorks Committee will be.meeting with a representstive from
Elue Fountsins City Council following & letter from them seeking
maximum coumunity psrticipstion in appropriate Yesr of the Tree Frojects.
7e have been specifically asked to advise onj
"1. Lecommended australisn lative species for street tree
rlanting.
2. Lecommended Austrslisn nstive species for planting in psrks,
gnd -
5. eny particular locations your Society would like to see
besutified snd landscepe suggestions fop suc a.logq%ity.

4, “hether your Society would Iike Lo parllicinale i
particulsr project by physically planting trees, or
providing other asssistance.”

e would like the guidsnce of all members on this matlier. FPlesse

phone the cecretery re preferred locslities or species. Cne eyesore that

springs to mind is the highway snd we will be endesvouring to achieve the
same co-operation from the Lepartment of Main Roads 2s we are recelving
from Blue lountains City Council.

GL=ZNBRCOK TREATMINT WORKS

Cn our lsst excursion to Lenncx Bridge, many members commented
on the ancunt of fosming in the creek. The treatment works has an outlet
into the creek. /e made an enquiry to the M.W.S5. & D.B. and - -the following
is an extract of their reply;

"The foard is well awsre of the problem of fosming on the creek
snd recognises the adverse impsct on the smenity of Lennox Bridge end its
environs. a4 reduction in the smount of fosming snd s genersl lmprovement
in the oversll quslity of the effluent will occur when the tertisry sand
filters sre recomumissioned at Glenbrook Jater rollution Control Flasnt. Due
to a structural failure in the filter tank wslls the tertisry filters hsve
been out of commissicn since July 19E1. It is anticipated that the filters
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Chemical snalyses have indicated that the level of detergent in
the Glenbrook Flant's effluent is not excessive for a trestment plant of
its type. Levertheless the turbulence genersted as the effluent flows
down the creek may_resuld in.some minor foaming persisting in the creek
even gfter the tertisry filters are recommissioned. Should the foaming
continue to be excessive the Board will, of course, investigate and give
considerstion to other methods of eliminsting the problem."

BUGERCCK - . BELICHGS IH THE BUSH ‘
BUSERCCK - AR IVFCRTANT BABITAT
OCK - HWLAD'S TEE BUUS ASOUT
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The follcwing is a summary of an interview with Kational Parks
snd Wildlife Gervice senior Renger, Rod Rose. Mr. Rose is in charge of the
lower Blue liountains srea and southern.Wollemi Nationsl Park. Both places
have been plundered of bushrock for some time.

WHAT IS BUSEROCK?

It's the colloguial term for any nstural rock exposed above ground
level or lying loose on the ground. iround the 3Sydney region most
bushrock is sandstone but basslt, granite snd other rock types asre siso
included.

WwHAT IS THE BUSHRCCK PROBLEM?

Bgsically it is the desire by people to have bushrock used for
lsndscsping shopping centres, public areas snd their own homes. And the
rock is tsken from nstural bushlsnd where it is a vsluable component of
the environment.

HOW IMPORTART IS BUSHRCCK TC THE ZHVIRCHKEND?

Like meny sspects of the environment, the vslue of bushrock is
difficult to messure. It is certainly s vital habitst for some plants
and snimals, particulsrly in the Hawkesbury Jendstone sress.

Rocks prevent soil from drying out snd provide a ‘microclimate’;
8 barrier to sudden chsnges in weather conditions. They sre slso an
essentlal refuge for snimals during bushfires and nelp prevent soil
erosion.

WHAT ARE THE LCKGER TERM EFFECTS OF REMCVILG BUSEROCK?

Agsin it is difficult to be certain. But many small snimals such
as earlaworms, slaters, snskes, spiders, lizards snd smsll mammals could
be removed from the food chain. At lesst in some aress.

Depending on the extent to which the rock is removed this link
in the food chain may reduce the number of many other animsls.

WEERE IS THE BUSHRCCE TAKEN FROM?

In the sreas west of Sydney - just sbout anywhere you can drive
a8 vehicle. Those who steal bushrock have driven up to 15 kms off formed
rogds. They ususlly 'bushbash' their way along ridgetops to sites where
rock is plentiful.

Fuch of the letional Tark and certainly stste forest and vacant

crown land-bas been affected. Even private lands, have been robbed in the
Elue Fountains.

CAN ANY BUSERCCK BE TAKEN LEGALLY? :

At present, the Forestry Commission and the Department of Lands
heve some aress where bushrock can be collected legelly by licenced
operatorss.These areas sre mainly east of Colo Heights and on the liewnes
Flsteau. But there are only about eight licenced asreas.

IS THERE ARYTHING THIS SCCIETY CAN DO TC IMPROVE TEE SITUATION?
T ST EoSD 1 A DT AT i s i R e ST LS s e RN R e e s g LD
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this must be done immedisztely to allow Rangers or Folice to catch the
of fenders in the act, otherwlse you will have to be prepared to go to”
court. .herever possible, the vehicle registration number snd the exact
location snd ststus of the 1lsnd is useful. Dut by no account snould

of fenders be epproeched ss many sre regarded as dangerous. rasrficularly
if it sppears that they asre being reported.
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lsndscsping fashions. ‘e don't heve %o have bushrock in our gardens. There
are meny slternstives such as old rsilway sleepers, quarried ssndstone
or better still a perden edge not defined by 'imported' goods.

_ There sre meny very sttractive netive gesrden settings without
timbers or bushrock. These should be promoted znd when next 're-doing'
your own garden, think about alternstives to bushrock.

EDITOR'S KCTE

- firstly, thanks must go to Mr. Kose for svsiling himself for

interview - it is up to us now to help reduce the demsnd for this resource.
sececndly, the situstion is not just simply a few inanimste rocks

but the removal of a hsbitast supportive of it's own unigue living entity.

SFREAD THE WORD - EAKDS OFF O

UR BUJSLROCK - mske it socially unscceptable!

DARKS CCHEFCN

The lMinister for Tocal Government and Lands, Mr. Z.L. Gordon,
has gpproved the agreed upon proposed additions to ILiapstone Fre-=3chool,
Boy scouts site snd Lepstone Fublic idchool subject to certain formalities.
l.r. Gordon has also approved thst the Common be dedicated for the
"Lrometion of the .Jtudy snd Conservation of letive ¥Flora snd Feuna under
Section 24 of the Crown Lands Consolidstion dct, 1913,

A Trust is being formed to msnage the Common. The Society will
be represented on this Trust by Lick Dark who, slong with Jill has
worked long snd herd to have the Coumon preserved.

1.C.7. of EOIAT, HABITAT

is reported in the last newsletter, copies of this issue o
commemorate the Yesr of the Tree sre now availsble from elther the
Secretsry, our monthly stall at the Ivy liarket or et monthly meetings.

STATZMEKT CF CBJECTIVES - ELUE MOUKTAINS CITY COUNCIL

The Works Committee will be reviewing this document and submitting
preferred chsnges that should allow Council to hesd in sn environmentally-
sound direction.

ri

EEVIRCEFEETAL OFFICZR — BLUE MCUNHTALINS CITY CCUHCIL

The position will be advertised in the near future.

RAIKFCRELSTS OF N.S.W.

4 decision on their fujure is imminent. The csmpeign could be
sssisted by letters to the lremier urging that 211 logglng must cesse znd
that 8ll rezinforest is preserved in Lstionsl Farks.

EASTERN ESCARFMERT
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¢ precedent. It is now in the hsnds of the Linister for Planning snd
Znvironment, Fr. Z.L. Bedford. e will probsbly have to contest this
issue via a Local Environmentel Flan for the area.

At Lapstone, 10 additionsl netball courts are proposed in a
conspicuous locality. The F4 extension from Emu Plsins to Lepstone will

J00 othow Ooaw.,

WEER WILL TEIS ASSAULT CE TEE ZSCARPNMZHT CEASE?

EATS OFF TC TEE EOUSIEG COMEISSICH

The Commission has sought the Society's input into s large parcel
of 1snd st Regentville. They asked if there wss snything we thought needed
to be brought to their attention. The orks Committee conducted several
field inspections snd coffered some suggestions on what should be
preserved, why and how. This 'new' attitude by the Commission is admirable
snd should set an example to other instrumentslities and government
departments.

SUMKER SCHOOL CK ECURT KOSCIUSKC

Eeen a good conservsvionist - deserve s well-earned reward - and
you are interested in the following:

- The history of the Snowys

- oongs and ballsds of the Snowys

— The landforms af{ Mount Xosciusko

- sustralis's Alpine wildflowers

~ The fsuna of the alpine region :

- Man and the Snowys, Managing the Kosciusko Hational Park

- Investing $150.00 in your future education

- Devoting January 23%-28, 19¢3 to the pursuit of environmental

knowledge.

All of the sbove and more, may be experienced through the
LUepertment of Continuing Educstion, University of Kew Ingland. This is
¢ magnificent opportunity for people who guslify. Further information
from our Secretary, \endy, as soon ss possible.

PEERITH YPIT" SCHEEME.

Fembers msy have noticed in the locsl press thst s Commission of

Incuiry was held on 15th and 16th of June st Fenrith Council Chambers to
examine

"Development spplicetion by Penrith Iskes Development Corporation

Ltd. in.respect-of the interim -continuvstiocn of gravel snd sand
extraction snd rehsbilitation programme in the Penrith Lskes
Area'. :

There was & varying sttendance of aprroximstely 60 people in the
ga%lgry. vovernment departments present were the Department of Environmant
and rlanning snd the Stste Pollution Control Commission.

. Commissioners were lr. J. Woodward, DUr. A. Gilpin, with
5581stenc§_from Fr. K. Brooks. 18 parties registered submissions, mostly
;oca; resldents. Cur Bociety sympathises with these people but perhaps
renrith City Council should not have allowed a subdivision at Cranebrook
in the first place!

. The cociety's submission sugszested that the spplication should not
?e consicered at this stage. Throughout the Invironmental Impact
~tatement, there is a severe lack of evidence to support the "potential"
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The Society msintained that s great deesl is left to the
imaiination and the forthcoming Reﬁional Invironmentsl wtudy. ilso, much
ig made of the proposed iegionel Fnvironmental rlan. iowever, while the
athﬂlea cow*1nue, the Corporstion proposes to incresse extractions by 30%.
Afte |W %, extrasctions will incresse by only 1%. This shows total
aleeL f r the environmentsl snd public decis ion-making process.

T
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18 Lav1ng troable with erosion snd stsbilisstion. Ineicently, the glossy
photographs suomitted as evidence by the Corporation were taken st an
engle that neatly hid 8ll the erosion gullies.

Cur subnission zlso cuestioned the sssurances by the Corporation
that extraction close to the immediate banks of the Ilepean River will
not increase flood lizbility.

On page S4 of the E.I.S5., a neat little vsragraph offers an
'out' for the Corporation if they so wish. It states,

"It has slso been recognised in the discussions of the

Working tarty thset the Scheme as a whole must be feasible from
the voint of view of regional wster supply and water guality
and in oversll economic terms."

_ The economic climaete is deteriorating snd there is no Deed of
agreement with Fenrith City Council that these environmental snd
recrestionsl obJGCuiVE will be met. The Coumunity could be left with a
highly degresded and dengerous environment. Cur concern is shared by the
leps rtment of Environment and Flsnning. The final title of the lana has
not been decided by a formal sgreement either.

Cur submission prompted & response frowm the Corporstion as

follows,

", ..30ciety, that the idesl course would be tc make a complete

study of the zrea and resch finasl decisions ss to lsnduse snd

rehsbilitation before carrying out eny extractive industries.

However, 1t 1s not possible to sdopt that idesl course.”

30 much for the proper process of plsanning snd decision-making!

The Corporstion clsimed some 420 people would be dismissed in
August if this application wes not spproved in the nesar future.

Incidently, at 3.50pm on the last day, evidence on the health
effects of dust pollution wss submitted by the Corporation. Until then,
known was thecught to be svsileble. The Inquiry was closea ten minutes
lster at 4.COpm., much to the disgust of local residents snd lenrith
City Council who saw that evidence as vital snd should have been read.
The Coryvoration didn't think it was an issue.

It didn't tske long.

Fenrith Press hesdlines of July 14 were,

"Linister spproves mining"
"LAKES 20 GO ALEAD"

There is nc formsl agreement or gusrantee that the Lskes Scheme
will go shesd at 3ll! it lesst not to the extent that it has been
publicised. The Fenrith I'ress should get their preferences strasight. What
ths community is getting is tht and noise pollution, lots of big holes
with g few trees srcund them and only the NEAR possibility of a large
recreational smenity.

¥ILD AED SCENIC RIVERS (of which we in the Lountains have seversl)

The Hon. P. Lsnda, Minister for Energy =nd \ster Resources, has
established s committee to investigste wild end scenic rivers. This
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*

Thie cevelopment of criteris to evaluate and claSsSify T1Vers

as wild end scenic.

* The adequacy of existing legislation to permit the preservation
of wild and scenic rivers.

* The environmentsl snd public review procedures to be followed

befere s wild and scenic river propossl is BPJTOVGG1 including

the means of resolving competition between the need to

preserve wild snd scenic rivers and the need to develop

water resources.

T M NNt ' 1
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in order of importance.
* The mesns of schieving the dedication of selected sections or
rivers ss_wild 2nd scenic.
From the T.E.C. HKewslett{er Hune.

TCWARDS A4 NATICHAL CONSEZRVATICN STRATEGY

The Fed. Department of Home Affairs and Environment has produced
g discussion paper titled,

"Hational Conservation Strategy for Australia

Living Resource Conservstion for Sustsinable Developmen

Comments on the paper will be received ané should be submitted
8s soon gs possible and not later than 15.9.82. The document is
evailable fromn,

The Director,

Hatlongl Conservetion Strategy Task Force,

Uepartument of Ilome Affsirs snd Environment,

Pl cox1252,

Canberras City AsxleTs 2607,

-
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