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cher's Resource Centre, Glerbrook Infants 3chool,

:, opposite the tennis courts,

The meceting will commence promptly st 7.%0pm. Cur guest will be Ir.

i Fhil Roperberg, ohief Tire Control Cfficer from Blue Hountains City

| Council. kr. Zoperberg will discuss 'hazsrd reduction by control turning'
This will be a2 very impoftsnt and useful opportunity for the dissenminatio

i of inforusticn an this controversial issue. All members are urged nost

| strongly to attend. For those wishing to studg up a bit on the topic,

I "Fire and the australian Ziote" from the Aust. Academy of Yeience is

] excellent. Ignorsnce is our worst enemy.
ﬁ REsignstion ~

ﬁ negrettably largsret Ssson hsas resigned as Editor. Ye congraetulste
I her on becoming the new President of Rlue itns.5.G.A.F.

MAY 14th Meeting.

iside from Generel Business, there was a specisl discussion on the

merits of further re-zoning of land in the 3lue ktns. for light and
service industrial purposes. Council hss prepared an ZInvironmental .tudy

of* likely industrizl aress from Linden to Lapstone. Submissions will be
_ received by Council until 2&th May, 1582, fhe Study is the result of a
i decislon by Er. lickham in July, 1981 that, because there is an spparent
| shortege of land fer these purposes, there is s need to investigate

industrial development in tke Lower ltns. The Study indicates five likely
1 . sites fror Linden to Lapstone. :

1. The extension of the existing industrisl area south of Attunge

R, Blexland. .

21_L§?d mg;y of tﬁe rc:ll'«"r y 8djacent to Couzhlan Kd., Blaxlsnd
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We have a responsibility to protect the amenity of our adj:

2.

5. The extensicn of the existing Valley Heights industrial ares
on zoned lsnd between Peninsuler lioad snd the Lighway.

4, Lend on dingles Ridge Road, Winmslee near Heather Glen Lozd.

2. Land south of Tusculum Road, adjacent to the rsilway
workshops, Valley Leights.

site 1 1s currently vascant unreserved crown land.

Bite 2 i1s privately owned .

3ite 4 is mainly privately owned, partly crown lsnd vacant,
unreserved.

Site 5 is vacant land, privately owned, zoned Hesidential 2A1.

Consensus of opinion of the Jorks Committee is to opvose any
further re-zoning of lsnd for industriasl purposes. There is no
demonstrated need. Although there masy be spproximately 130 operstiouns
in residential areass, these have not been assessed to see if they
could survive in proper premises. Council's Statement of Cbjectives
says that agll sources of pollution should be designated and stiempts
made to reduce snd eliminate those sources. A report by the Aust.
Water Resources Council entditled "Characterisation of FPollution in
Urban Stormwater Runoff", Technical Paper lo0.60, revesled that, in
the aress surveyed, pollution in runoff from light industriel sress
is approximately double that from residentisl sreas. This would vary "
for types of industries and their locslities, but the effects of uny
further industrisl development would- only exacerbate the pollutiocn
problem in sdjscent rivers snd stresms in the Blue FMtns. Host of the
sites are not serviced by electricity, wster or sewersge. -hst will
therefore be the cost to the community of providing these services?

J
natural sreas snd the Society has forwarded a submission opposing
eny further re-zoning for industrisl purposes.

FEastern iscarpment

4 -

Cur request to the Minister for Planning and Environment for his
depsrtment to prepsre s Regionsl Environmentsl Plsn has been refused.
His letter states,

"...that the concern exvressed by the representors would nmore

appropriately be addressed within the context of certain

slterstions to loesl planning in Yenrith Locsal Government :sreas.”
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we will therefore be pursuing the matter of landuse plsnning cn
the escarpment with the member for lepesn, Peter Anderson, and Penrith
City Couancil. This should prove interesting as tne Council is
unco-operative on this issue. We will continue to work with the

mscarpument Preservation Group.

Darks Comron.

We sre pressing for the Common to be reserved under JSection 24
of the Lsnds Dept. Act. This necessitates an Act of FPsrliament to
revoke the reserve, rather than Section 28 which is purely on 3

Finister's direction.

Year of the Tree.

The Jociety has been invited to join in the Tree Flanting Cererony
at Glenbrook Hstive Flent Reserve, Grest iestern Lwy, Glenbrook,
on sat. 5th June at 11.00em. B.Y.C. picnic lunch.

¥esr,

We will endeavour tg have a ceremony each month over the
depending on weather conditions being suitable for planting. Wenay
Godfrey is co-orainator of these ceremonies. iny members with
suggestions of suitable or desirable sites can give her & ring. surely
each of us has a particular area that is to our liking snd could bhe
impyoved with a tree or two. Donations of trees would be grstefully
received and csn be given to Jill Dark (Fh.58&.7061).

A.C.¥. Bpecisl “Habitat!.

The Society will be obtasining copies of the specisl Habitat on
trees snd forests, marking the 1982 Y.0.T7.T. They will be on sale
for 42.00. CGrders may be placed with YWendy Godfrey.

Ecologist on B.NM.C.C.

In case any member msy have missed the results of the last Council
meeting, the.vote was 6-all re the above position. The [layor carried
the motion that Council employ such a person on staff, with his

cesting vote.
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CCLIN WATSCH, Gentle Csbinet Masker who helped found s listional Fark.
by Richsrd rhillipps.

sometimes you meet s person who changeS your whole life from that
moment on. In Colin VWatson's case, it wss his infactious laugh that
drew me to him. It slso drew Christine Esinsworth, a shy girl of 49

who wss tc¢ beconie my wife (still is). “We met on the promnise of Colin
guiding us on g wslk in a nationsl park. Cn about the third walk,
Colin promised us something new - s welk in the Budawsngs. These
Ranges were not then thought of as s potentisl nationsl psrk. 3ut
Colin helped stert the ball rolling and a few yesrs asgo, ridgeon
House snd the JBudswsngs were Jjoined to Morton Illational Fasrk to beccme

the fifth largest national psrk in KR.S.\.

That first wslk there with Colin was a shocker. He'd underststed
the distsnce snd mich of the wasy we seemed to be either trudging
hours on end through swsmp or pushing through knee or neck-high grasse

iy

Mainly the stuff that cut you. I think it wss the Cctober long

weekend in 1959 snd Colin said sll we had to dd was walk in from sn
old rosd to Mouut lienwick, put up a plaque and welk out on the l.ondey.
About 20 miles or so. %ell, it may have been 20 miles on the mgp but
we seemed to wslk all of the Jaturdsy, most of the .Jundsy snd sll of
Ehe londeay. The thing that impressed me most was the scenery. The
Budawsngs represent the southern limit of sandstone in the stste. The
scenery is spectaculsar, with open forest, swamp, rainforest and
moorlend.

You'd walk for miles and see a penorsma of scenery pass you by-
valleys that could have been carved by old glaciers, limestone
country, ssndstone snd even pgrenite. You'd walk mainly on rolling
upland country but you'd pass grest cliffs and caves. And getling on tco
Mount Renwick was s problem - you hsd to go down a deep defile una
climb up the other side. Chris snd I started down but I slipped snd
fell about 50 feet. I wasn't hurt - only my dignity at having come
down so hard, fast and first. I looked up and sasw sll these worried
faces peering at me over the cliff, so to-allsy .their fears I Juuiped
up snd said, "I'm not hurt!" By some miracle I wssn't, end wes cble
to wslk the rest of the wsy to the Fountein snd bsck to the cers

without feeling even bruisead.

I saw Colin the other day after quite s few years, sud he

remembered.the FMount Henwick incident well. "I'm elad we didn't nove
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to carry you cut," ne said, lcoughing that lsugh of Lis. "Iy the W&

it's not tount Nenwick any more. e checked up and found thst :enuick
never went tuere, So we've hsd it rensmed Hount Cwen." I hope lr.
Owen, whoever he is, spprecistes the honour becsuse it's hsrd to get
used to s new ngme for the mountain that impressed itself so forcefully,

- particularly on my backside.

Colin eventuslly perted with enough of the colour lesflets in this
newsletter to give us our first colour insert. The reason i1 haven'ty
seen much of hiwm the last two years is the cabinet maker has turned
author snd editor in an effort to spread the word snd rglse soe noney
for his beloved Budswangs, which is probably the poorest-funded of
all our nstionsl parks considering it's size. The Dudswengs have no
major 1roeld running thrcugh, to tap funds fromw visitors. Lut they sre
outstanding sud need money to protect them. Colin doesn't laugh when
he talks about the problems he has with four-wheel drive clubs, or
property owners - there are still one or two major inholdings. uhere
the money will comie from to buy up these inholdings he doesn't inouw.
lie's had guite s few fights with the Government -~ I expect they're
sorry they msde him Chairmsn of Morton Nationsl Park and the Budswangs

Committee. The book, "Pidgeon louse snd Beyond" will help rasise cssh

end win friends for the Psrk. The hard-cover edition will become s

¢ollector's item, as they are printing thew only to order. It's a goad
guide to the region which stretches from Titzroy Fells south to the

Clyde River, from [Hilton west to DBundanoon snd Bungonia.

Hood for Thought.

BATTLING VITE BUTLER,
The continuing ssga, condensed from "Up The Creek, with Ferry
Butler", Chein Eeaction, Lumber 25, Spring 1981, with the
permission of Priends of the Zarth.

G SRS
110

Herry Butler has achieved an extrsordinary level of popularity as
8 conservationist. But is he still & real conservationist.

Butler certsinly gained much public prestige with his 43C series
of "In The Wild", which demonstrsted his ability as 2 nsturslist. e
made viewers believe that the Austrslian environment is fsscins ing.

Butler's own words '4A lot of people are now aware of the concent of
lociing st things in the bush, enjoying thew sné then putting them U



i e e

b i L L

TR rrU e

commercisl interests is in his interests. If hLe cen help lessen it

6. !

That's @ hell of an achievement for anybody'. The problem is that
upon this flimsy basis Putler has gssumed the position of Austrslia's
nost suthoritstive 'conservstionist'. The result hass been 3 dremssic
shift in his relstionships with corporstions, governments snd
conservsetionists.

Butler's authoritstive views have found » ready market. 4is-his
public profile grew, so did business. Eis clients resd like s list
of Austrzlis's resource development compsnies. .o Larry's views sare
certeinly ascceptable to business interests. Sut are they still
scceptable to environmentelists? Hserry aslways stops short of meking

any challenge to the status quo.

herry is noppy with the way things ere. 'I live 88 sn Ausbrslisn
and I like the wsy of life in which I live ass an Austrslisn. “hst Wey
of life is a compound of conservstion and preservstion of things such
gs mining and farming, snd cities which are where the people who do

the conserving live'.

Lerry's way of life is dependent upon the coucentration of islobal
weglth in 8 minority of nstions, snd on Lis position within Austrslies
88 @ successful, Anglo-saxon male. lxploitstion by nmining snd

t's .
ixpact on the envircament Earry is happy enocush, contented in the bush

with his four-wheel drive vehicle snd tin rowing bost, or at home with

e

his wife who he describes ss 'a very glsmorous toy - expensive too'.

Understandably resource development compsnies welcoue Fsprry Butler
with open arms: a .popular figure, publicly identified ss s
conservationist, who can explsin snd give credibility to their cl

Vo
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Butler hsas a clear understanding of these relationships. 'The ease

i

is they necd me. They don't need s biologist, a.nsturslist or a
conservationist. They need me'.

It 1s not surprising that the volume of such work hss grown since
Butler's In The Wild success. Tven if he does insist on @& tightening
of environmental controls, the potentisl bencfits for s compuny cre
considersble. For instance, Tutler proeduced e progrenue on Burruu
Feninsular, the site for the on-shore processing of the ges to bte rivec
in frqm thelﬂqrthfﬁest vhelf. Vhen it wss brosdcast by the ABC it

Struck many viewers as a free advertisement for Joodside l'etroleur.
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According to Earry kobinson, TV eritic for the Jydney Forning lersld,
'the total effect of the show... was to feel totslly washed in
public-relations psp'. There are many environmentsl consultsnts Bk
only by engsging Earry Butler could woodside, and the mining industry
8s a whole, hope to obtain such favoursble publicity.

Governments, whose responsibilities inelude the welfare of 511
people snc liviné-things, but who hsve no intentions of fulfilling
such responsibilities, slso recognise the value of a popular fi_ure
wio hes the confidence of the public in environmental natters. They

| know someone like Butler csn mislesd the public into thinking decision
relating to the environment sre tsken carefully snd d@mccratically.
They welcome llarry Butler becsuse he can convince people thst
conservation mesns, pretty much, business ss ususal.

it 1is hard to believe that, only a few years ago, Butler's
conservstion views were generally held to be publicly unacceptsable,
end that relstions between him snd other couservsastionists were
smicsbles Lowsdsys Harry is in incressing demsnd ss a Speaker at

getherings of commercisl, industrial snd nining representatives, while

(&)

he portreys 'environmental protesters' ss 'basicslly selfish'., When

&

asked to define a voluntary conservationist Sutler once replied
fiperson, who works st snother Job, takes his living, or har living,
from that job, then goes out trying to stop someone else earning their
Thaﬁ's one interpretation'. Ee did net put forwsrd any other
interpretation.

Larry sppesrs prepsred to redect environmentslism as soon ss it
challenges some sspect of the existing order. This is gpparent in uis
stances on s number of major environmentsl issues:

CIL DRILLIKG CK TEE GREAT BARRIER REZF

Butler does not advocate drilling, but does not See Lthst it woulé cres
any grest problems. Iarry reportedly told the 'l.an {sic) and ‘the ez’
conference in Canberra last kerehl thsb velrt drilling nesr the Grest
Barrier Zeef could be done safely... Experience ss sn environmentyul
consultent to 0il drillers in ‘estern austrslis had tsught him thst
0il drilling was environnentally safe'. There is nc need to risk
despeiling the Zeef.

EYDRO-LAMS I8 S.%. TASHANTA

Eutler, for the .U. 7., BUDEBTEC i1 o pro-iilderness televicicn

sAMerTisSel c1't 2bout i3, w. Tasihella. “ne saver.i:

.
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consistent with tutler's views on the damning of the Yrenklin and
Gordon rivers as psrt of s hydro-electric power scheme. 'I'y reasoned
view is thot we need the H7C scheme. ''e hsve to choose between our
kids living on, or the kangerocos'. Hutler's response is emotively
pro-exploitation. Ile takes no accocunt of the various slternstive method
proposed to meet Tasmanis's employment and end-use energy needs.
URABIUN EIDING -~ HUCLIAR FCWER
Butler has written that 'there is no difference between ursnium
mining and other mining...so far as the inherent dangers to miners
and other involved people sre concerned'.
WCCDCEIF¥ING
Butler clsinms that 'the resl problem does not lie with the foreutry
or woodchippers. Cur problem lies with the lack of suitsble ressrves'.
THE JAkIAL CLASS ACTICH
when the Cons. Council of %W.A. decided this yesr to bring & clsis nctio
suit in s U.S.A. court egesinst bsuxite mining in the Jorrsn forests
by Alcoa, 3utler was strongly opposed, ~rguing thsat this would te
giving a E.é.ﬁ. court jurisdiction in Aust. Alcoa's consultsnt Lusler
also clasimed that he was favourably impressed by the conpsuny's nining
and rehabilitstion practices enc¢ went as far ss to rezign from the

b ]

4.C.F. and bodies associated with the C.C.VW.A. in protest.

The experience with Farry Zutler resffirus the view thsat
-
environmentslists must define their overall gosls and strategies.
Sydney lMorning Herald, 10.5.82, in a discussion psper by Butler
subritted to Tassie rremier's Dept, he ssys, 'that growth and

development are the most importsnt single drives of 1life'l!!

EVER SinGE OUR

CONRSERVATION PROGRAM

TRESE LITILE FELLERS HAL
ROIED BACK YO TASHANIR

~ E——
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o | AREA OF RATURE CCHOERVATICH RESERV in3

The sree of Austrslis (excluding externsl territories) is 7CE, 242,705
hectsres ona of this, 4% was reserveq for nature conservation on

30 June, 19¢C. The distribution of such areas within the States unc
mainlsnd territories was as follows;

-

‘ Kew South Wsles 2. 559 (includes iollemi Retionsl Fark)
: Victoris %.86%
(ueenslanad 1.67% L8 8
! : South Australis R PR
j “estern Austrslis 5.« 29%
' Tasmania : 10.98%
forthern Tarritory 4,.11%
j AJG T 25.6%% (Gudgenby Hature Reserve 51,000ha)

Cf course, asctivities sllowed in these reserves varies bebtwean
otstes. : y

Source; sustralisn Liationsl Fsrks sng Wildlife Service
Cecasionsl l'aper Lo. 5

"Hature Conservation Reserves in Australian (15L0)
edited by M.D. Hinchey.

Luotsble tuotes

"I'wo copies of the Simplifiea Environmental Impsct .tstement on
; Forest Development in the Fap Forth Easst of lasmania, plus mnaps, sre
enclosed for your information and comments. le require counents on the
| E.I.5. to be received by 31.2.81 so that urgent rosd construction
;j ; work can be commenced."
| A letter to the Tas. Wilderness Society from J. Quick, morests
Commissionsr.

Editor's ﬂote'

;} | Letters to the Editor will be welcomed, but tlesse keep then brief
! due to spsce limitstions. This lengthy edition is & one-of productic:.
i However, articles of a psge or two would be apprecisted. ihey should
f 4 be forwarded to 7 Hent otreet, Glenbrook. 2775,

O



