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Prazer Park Excursimm

Desoit  dsabtful weather i the weak bofors, aud rain iwecdiately aft-r,
the workeud iteclf had idoal weathor, Twolve corbers and frieade, nlus childrra,
catn? at a sitz owerlookiug the beach nud headlaads,

N the Saturday aftorison wo walk'd svor the headlind 2ad gore of the nriy
d=scraded by ropt to faspcet soveral soa eaves aad soot uf the s~a lifs thore,

Noxt roraiiae we walke® arowad the rock slatfurr to see th: various features
of that part »f thc cuast. Aft 'r luiich #h: Aupft o withly ro2ting was hold aa she
zrass at the caspsits, The rest of the Aft.rusi wae froe fir mocbors to £5 11*“
their sw daterestes- tu the brach, t° ex~lore wors s-a cavas, to wateh the rmay
pirds aud luock far wildflowirs,

As is th~ cust la naay such arcas, trail bikes have causcd considerable
do.age to the hcath cowatry aud promoted crosion,

All in all, it was o zost snjoyablo wockond,

Coring Eveute

Saturday, S~ot, Gth-' Bird study drive olong Hawkssbury R4, t0 Yarrarundi,
li~re% at the Whitceross R4, juaction with Hawk-sbury Rd, at 9a,rm,. If coming later
driv~ alsng Hwkesbury Rd, and look -ut for us,

Briday, Soat, 12th: Drotdne, Soringwo-d Red Cross Hall, 8a,r,  Bov, Dr.
Stockttn will br giviig o tilk on the Absriginal histery of N,S,W., with sarticular
rofersanes to b he Blue Mouatains, He will be showiag sorc cxhibits, Pricoands aad vis-
itersars also woleore te this cocting, which should be an intereostiug wn? informative
—iv" onc. _ S

Friday, @ct, 10 " Anpual Geneoral Veoting aad Eleetiocn of Officers, Soringuond
R- Or=ces Ha ]_1,, Q_a.: -

FC;'E-

At the Aupust o ~ting it was reluctantly decided that subserintions fur the
co:dug yoar will have €2 be inersased, Pospite past iuercascs in ~ostage aad other
cests, sur ﬁub°cldtl“1 rates have rorained coustant for raay yrarse. Now postape is
about tz ris~ again by au cnoroous arount wnd we eannot afford to ro due: uur ll‘ it-
ed reaorves,

Now ratce will beg  Ardinary recborshin = f§4-00
Farily " - f5-00

Stud-=at " - #1-00
W~ ask that 21l subseripntions be rencwed at or befors the Oetober o ting,

~



Near Bxtinction Risks

Eleahint seals are larre-anirale which can waigh up to 3 tonnes. The populatioa

" Northern eleshant seals around Califoraia plu“'“tud from rony tens of th usauds
Jt the beginuing of last. ceatury to as few as 20 iudividuals in the 189@'s, dus to
thoughtless corrercial oxploitation, Following governzcut protection the pepulation
has now built up to about 30,000,

These changes provided a rare opporbuuity to oXarine the genotic cingogumiees
-s of a spocics that comcs ncar to cxtiuctisu,

Succossful adaptatica of 2 spocics to cavircumental chaiiges dopeouds ou the
axistoace of a rich jool of grietic variations, st of those variauts rosaiu rore
or less wicxploite? unbil 5il cxboraal changs gives sosc kidud 5f scleotive advaatag
tv thos, Thess variatious ars a sort of gohotic hedpge agaiust futurs caviroumcatal
chaupcs,

Thego wvoriatizas oxist in the fornm of suall gonotic differcuercs within a
pnrticalar geas type. & g‘-;:vf‘; analopy to this is the motor car, which warics in aizs,
shion aud calour, but does bagioally the same job, A chainge in tho price of setral
o G TASS R AN i:ﬁqru advaitages to cortain tyaﬁs Gf Carse

Goucticisteeall this goue ~tic Vdrlltiﬂu "jnlymorahlﬂﬂ“. Surveys have showm
thit aarzally botween 10 aad 20% of all gonecs arc pelymerphic

The Norshorn Californian zleshant seals were examined for the sressuce of
polyzorshisn, It was found that theore wasg us seasurable gonc variation at all -
25 20 lv*‘rwhiut, h- ¥outhcra clephant eonl, reolated to the nsrthorn spreiss, wan
alse scasnrsd £aor Solyasrahism, The soutn?rg satcics had ust been heavily exoloited
ud it was fruod that they showed the aermal - arount of goictic wariantios,

G- icbic waiforzity of the aorthora. olephaut scal occurrad breause the sore
tuciby ot sosiidividuzls loft in the 1880%# came frow Hho @no szall grau) =i a
rioobs dsland «ff the Galifsradan coanbe The sraseiat 30,000 all desecaded frinm this
Tarity,. 3

dypareatly eenctic wariability is uot oeseatial for the gurvival 50 the aoccis
accico in tho ghort bori. Hewover, ®ho norbhern clephaint seale ars sirtienlarly
yulisrable &5 any fature chaapy dn thr cuvircarsut, despitc thedr srogcat largs
ansberss ;

G sbrol Buraiue,

e i e i —

surdiip ¥ bushlaid to-raduce the hagard §5 rosidoatial arsae 3t tirpcs of
high fire dane-r ic anabter of colsidorables ciittoverasy, Tt Bhv Bluo liouatoias this
iz a particularly vital gquestic:, as thr wroig doeisiun eculd cither ruiy the bushe
1vid or -eauss udaoccmsary Loes of Life aufd sroyerty., The real asswer is likely to
13- 30 fiaddce the tharsnriats Simhupy for anwy buridiy, Bho spfinus fatermlE betrosn
fir-s, n.d Bhe assunt-ts boburnt -ab any tae bioo,

The S8oeicty has sct uy a cossitbre €0 study all rolewant infer-atisn oo
esitrelled burniag aad then &9 forsulate 2 noliey oi thise We would weles any
gosricliteefrss iothors ou. thin, :




BIRDS IN YOUR GARDEN

In the previous issue Mick wrote about our experiences in
attracting honeyeaters to the garden. Now it is my turn to describe
other ways; of encouraging birds to visit your garden.

Firstly, I would emphasise that 'if you have a cat please
do not try and attract birds. Cats are a bird's worst enemy and are
always killers, no matter how well fed. Secondly, the birds we are
trying to attract are native birds, not sparrows, starling, Indian
mynahs, etc. With the spread of Housing and destruction of the bush,
these introduced pests are spreading rapidly and, being strong and
aggressive, are driving the native birds away. They also attack the
nests and young of native birds. - Every sparrow or mynah that we feed
is taking the place of a native bird.

One of the best ways of attracting native birds is, of
course, by planting a native garden. This, to my mind, is the only
sort of garden to have. The plants benefit the birds, by providing
.them with food znd shelter. Most native birds are insectivorous and '
are used to finding their food-on native trees. Those flowers with a
good supply of nectar, such as grevilleas, hakeas, callistemons, etc.
will attract many birds apart from honeyeaters. Silvereyes, satin
bower birds and parrots are among those attracted to the flowers,
although I could wish that the crimson rosellas would leave some
flowers on my grevilleas. The parrots also love the seeds of many
acacias and come in droves when the Christmas bush' seeds are ripe.
The small birds, wrens, thornbills, silvereyes, etc. will be happiest
in thick shrubby bushes where they feel safe from predafors, whitle
the magpies and peewees like to stalk about in the open, generally
with an eye on the kitchen doori It would take far too long to
describe all the plants suitable for a "“bird garden" so once again I
would refer you to Barbara Salter's MAustralian Native Gardens and Birds"
which we have found invaluable.

Water also has its place in the garden. Most birds enjoy .
a bath, especially in the hot weather. There should be cover close by

for the protection of the smaller birds, and ideally a pool deep
enough for the honeyecaters to dive in. We often it quictly for ages

watching the birds bathe, the honeyeaters diving in and out, the
crimson rosellas just sitting and splashing, and the little wrens and
thornbills hopping in and out twittering when all the bigger birds
have finished. ¥ & TG

Many birds can be attracted by supplies of cheese, seeds,
meat, etc. but we have never been able to leave food out as we have
too many Indian mynahs. We did try putting out seed for the parrots
but the magpies ate it as'soon as we put it out and the crimson
rosellas did not show the slightest interest so we gave up. We do



not see many king parrots here although many people in Glenbrook
feed them successfully.

However, we have an assortment of other birds which we feed
by hand on meat sr cheese. The kookaburras, of course are always
around and we have helped rear at least four families. The last two
years our "kookas" have reared four young ones and we like to think
that we have helped. There are usually a few magpies about and they
often become very cheeky. We have one at the moment who pecks at the
kitchen door when he is hungry. We are woken every morning by a pair
of young grey butcher birds who are always hungry. We have found
that they will eat cheese or even toast if no meat is férthcoming,
but were very surprised to see them trying to drink out of the honey
feeder. Their beaks did cause them some trouble though. At various
times we have also fed thrushes and peewees on cheese but they have
currently deserted us.

As our native garden grows we are hoping to attract more
of the small bush birds and with luck, they may even nest in the
garden.

Wie feel that a native garden is of benefit in magy ways.
The plants supply the birds with food and shelter. The birds in :
turn keep the plants free of pests. This benefits you. There is less
gardening to do so more time can be spent in watching the birds.

N S i e e W e e e . . s

EASTERY ESCARPMENT PRESERVATION 2

Last month saw the gazettal of ID0 26, which gave us the decisions of
the Minister for Planning & Environment on the future of the eastern
escarpment. The decisions are a disaster, crown land batween Lapstone
anc Glenbrook remains residential as does most of Yellow Rock estate
and areas round Hawkesbury Lookout., In addition a large slab of
previously non-urban land behind Mt. Sion Park; and running down
almost to Lennox bridge becomes residentizl.

Although the gazettal of ‘the IDO means that formal objections are mo
longer possible there is one further method of approach - the minister
can be asked to vary the development order,

I strongly urge all members of the society to write to the Minister
for Planning & Environment asking him to vary the IDO in any one or
all of the designated residential arcas. !

L///,/// - Mick Dark.
W& Celsbas /971




