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•iSo:i.ething wi+l h2.ve gone out of us 
if wo ever let the rer2ining 
wilderness be destroyed; if we 
porwit the :Rast virgin forest to 
be turnc.,d into comic books" .......•. 

- Wallace Stegner - English 
Professor, Stanford University, 

U .. S.}... 

OUR SOC J;ETY. 

COMING MEETDTGS. :A.T OONSERV;)I.TIOH HUT 9 v..; .. LLEY OF WATERS RESERVE, 
v..;,.LLEY RQ;.,J) 9 17ENTWORTH FALLS. 

Fri. Aug. 27th. 8pon.- Preserve the Natural Beauty of the 
Blue Mountains. Discussion & adoption of policy guidelines 
to this ond. (Ploaso study proposals printed in this issue) 

Fri. Sept. 24th. 8p.n. - i',. Talk on Origins of the Lustralian 
Flora by Keith Ingran of Mt. Tonah. 

Fri. Oct. 29th. 8p.D.- I-/Ionbers night. Bring 6 slides or 
othor itons of interest. 

C 01\/IING IViID-Vr.EEK W.,.'~LKS ~ 
Thurs. I:..ug. 19-t'h.- Duckholo, Glenbrook. Meet at back 
of A11po"I Ge.rage, Glonbrook, lOa.n~ Leader Jill DRrk. 

Thurs .Sept. 17th.- Tallest tree in J'J .. S .. W. Meet south 
side Woodford Station ( opposite sido to Western Highway) 
10 a.n. Loader Jill Dark • 

Thurs. Oct. 21st.- Govett's Leap to Pulpit Rock. Meet 
Greut \Tes.tern Highway opposite Railwe.y Station, Blackherth, 
lOa.n. Leader Grace Bayley. 

Thurs. Nov. 18th. - Vla.J.ls Cavo. Mo tlt 1lest s ido o;f RF\ ilwo.y 
Crossing, Blc:ck.c"l'.e2.th. lOa.11. 

COMING MONTHLY 1rt\.LK$. 
S?t. Sept. 4th.- Glenbrook - The Oaks - Jack Evans 
Trail. Meet 2.t Glonbrook Station. lOa.u. Lo2,der Lloyd 
Jones, 57-2270. 

Sat. Oct. 2nd. - JI/It. Twiss - 1'1oet south sido of Lawson 
Station in Honour St. P8rking l.roa nt lOa.n. (Contact 
Lloyd Jones, 57-2270 or Keith Sherlock, 57-1927) 

SF\t. Nov. 6th. - Blue M:tn. Trig - Meet same place as 
above at 102. .u. 

BUE,RENDONG ..:,.RBORETUN TRIP. 

VTeekond of Sept. 18th-19th. Le2,vo Bl2ckhectth by c2.r, 
8a.n. Sat. Sept. 18th. 4 hour drive to Mookerawa. State 
Recreation ~~rou. Overnight st2.y i.."1. cftbins, cost approx $3 ~40 
per head. Inspect Lrboretur.1 S2.t. c.ftornoon & Sunday. This aroo. 
of over 300 acres has hundreds of nagnificent ;i.ustralio.n flower
ing trees'; & shrubs. Contact Gr2.han Llcorn, 88-1033. 
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BIR.I). DAY FOR BEGINNERS. 

Sntu.rday, Oct. 23rd. J-!Icct 2t Minnihaha Park picnic ground, 
North Ka:toonbo,s. 2p.n. with field glasses if you have then. 
LE;udor Grp.han Al'-orn, ss:..1033. 

.. ' •' ._.,., N;._TIVE. PLI...1"\JT D~;..Y FOR BEGIIINERS . 

Saturday, Oct. 30th. 1::t Consorv2.tion Hut, Valley of Waters, 
lla.n. Dcnonstration of techniq_uos for growing nstivo seed and 
striking cuttings by Jill Dark 8.nd \fins one Gregory, who will also 
identify native pl2.nts and flov.10rs during an afternoon ra11ble 
in the Reserve. 

SIB.ING S,.\..LE OF K,..TIVE PL.:J:JTS will be held· sano dey, lOa.n. to 
o ~.!'n.- at· the Hut. -

FILM - "b. CURIOUS .. um DIVERSE FLORA ~"viil ~be· shown in ·e. Public 
Hall in Katoonb2 in Ivlid-Octobor as pert· of the Year of tho Tree 
Activities. Watch for this fine fil:o 

- - - - - - - - - _: 

WID PRESERV~' ... TION FUND cmmITTEE REPORT. 

A good tine and good.food were enjoyed by all at the 
b2rboq_uc in tho Hut on 8th. Juno and tho Fund gained $95 .• 00. 

Thb CJonnittoo is at present investigation· noro land as, 
the block selected on J2.nison Creek was· wi thdravm fron sale 

S.m:IE COMI\IIEHTS OH COMING U);_LKS :-

Please onit 2.11 rofcronco to·vr2rrnganbr;f Dnn-fron the ~alk 
s.ct-down for Scptonbor. ,:~ ·Pro lininc.ry walk through by K.S. & 
L.J. has convinced then th:::.t tine would lJf.',ke it too pressurised. 
How over, the a1foro mentioned gents arc r'.lost enthusic.stic about 
the beauties of Erskine Crook reached by c. ·t.·horo-s w.a.lk fron 
who:ro wo l0nvo~-t-r1 ,e-ars. Broad sandy booches 9 colourful cliffs, 
iL'lL'.lonse fallen boulders, and splendid speci~~ns of angophoras 
cor.1bino to r.1akc tho spot one of the. nicest we _hn_vc visit.ed .. 

Mt. Twiss is our destinntion for October. It is r<;mched by 
driving along Dawes. Ridge which runs northward to ·the Grose fron 
a turn off between Vloodford & Linden. Shor.tly after the turn off, 
tho bad condition of tho road vvill force ,us to walk t.bout two 
nilos. The vmy is rolc,tivoly flat and erbsses large expanses 
of rock.. Yfo suw • no cnrvings but no2.r rainwater pools we saw 
nu:ncrous parr,llol grooves where we pros.:une the aborigines 
s112.rponod their various st oric ir.:1plcr.1ont s. • Thero should be q_ui to 
a good showing· of wild flowers judging by thct; VGrioty of budding 
bushes soon. 

Mt. Twiss itself is not very ,conspicuous but it is r1ost 
interesting historicelly. for it is the t1o'st wost orly point ro2-ched 
by Lt. :Dawes and his pf',rty in 1. 789. Ho was on direct course to 
i'dto Hc.y fron Enu Ple.ins and ho ho.d crossed the very causew2y .. 
which ,was followed successfully by Elaxbnd, Lo.wson & ·;_;entworth, 
twenty five yc8Xs 11:'tor. Fro::."1 Mt. Twiss we c2n look over tho 
f.ocrsonc country townrds Mt. Hay & perhaps conjure up the 
feelings which deterred Dawes fron continuing w,estward. - ~·.n 
easy \'mlk. 

(Cont'd) 
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Fdr novcnbor we re visit Blue Mtn. trig which is recchod 
by fol'loWing L2.wson Firo tr8.il? ono ridgo wost of le.st month's.' 
walk.:· "\Ve lo2vo the Highway ·& go north batween ·LtLwson & Bazel
brook, Tho road soon pac).-rn up & the rest of the journey is by 
foot through healthy upland and um.'larkod after we reach the 
sunnit. We IJcet the trail again? lunch &·return along tho 
rand. Flowers; flo.t rock slabs & v2..st views of wilderness o.re 
the dro.wcnrds for this walk. The walk out will bo about 2½ hrs. 
nnd tho return 2 hours-. - Mainly flat. 

- - - - .... - - -
RECElTT iv;;',,LKS , 

Since tho last Newsletter tho following wnlks h1:wc been done;
JYis~st. - Fo.ulconbridgo to Springwood drew 14 walkers. 
'S"assafrass Creek drains tho so-qthcrn & thus s];:w.dy side of ,the 
n:'.in ridge. Tho Vf.:gotri.tion wo so.YJ was a striking contrnst to 
that which wo norrnlly soo on tho plateau. Incidentally, the· 
nano So.ssafro.s is o. n2~i::r6 • iooscly bestowed on several rein fore.st 
trees which h8.VG a fragr8.nce sitiil8.r to lforth 1':..norico.n .. 
sassafrass. Along this crook it is given to.a troe nanod 
D.or.yphora sass::1.fr2.ss', 11~tustralian Rn,in-f.o.rost Trees", 
1/7.D. Fro.ncis writes of it.,o., .. uinlJ.,S.,i;J. it is.found in 
scrubs or brush fron near the Victorian border on the south 9 

to the Quoensln.nd border on the north." ..... ~"fo'r gcnordl 
indoor purposes. such as lining flooring etc. n •••••• "According 
to Mr. J. H., Wiaidon it is rnroly touched by white a~ts. 11 

• 

Juno 5th. Van: - Thirteen people go.thorod for tho walk down 
Kedunba po.ss o.nd lunched at tho Kedunba Crook crossing· -. a 
slow walk of two hours. 

i .. l;l. but throe decided to wo.lk tlrrough to Echo Point- a 
decision 12,ter thought by IJEtnY· t0 be against their bettor 
judgonont as tired logs and pal pi to.ting he2.rts took their toll. 

However 9 the agony gavoway to ecstacy when tho Giant 
Stairway was, conq_uored and tho route 'o'f their iong m.rch· 
triunphant ly surveyed. . • 

This rocc..lled tho tlEl.gnificont st2.nds ·of tall tinbor 9 the 
towering crags 9 the calls of tho lyre birds i:md the doninating 
presence of the bush. • 

Tho majority covered tho dist2:nco .. fron Kodur:1ba Crossing 
to the top of Echo Point in approxiD?,_toly 3½ hours. 

HISTORICi'~L J!100TlTOTE:- Tho :present ror>d into valley follows tho 
approxir.mto lino of what was known as the Goo.t Track. Codnr 
getters and early settlers used this for it was tho only Rccess 
path •.into Kodunbo. Valloy. Cedar Crook & Ccdo.r Ridge, located to 
tho south of Hit. Solitary rocnll the first industry of tho area. 
The only out lot for tho_ cqd2.r logs vms by tho way of the Cox's 
Rivero . •• .· 

A deopor appreciation of our oasy life style wells uj:i ·when 
one consid0rs tho social forces which nadc sottkmont in the 
valley feasible. And it is not long fl..go. L wennn reco..lled 9 

before· her recent do2th, ho.ving soen when 2. child, lV-Jrs. Maxwel1 
riding a horso with a pack horso in tow to got supplies fron 
shops at Wentworth Falls 9 a journey no.do by vmy of tho Goat Trc.ck. 

11KoduDb8.11 incide:nt8.11J~. is _s8id t_o bo_ :t;11Q. aborigino.l for 
falling vmtor. Kc.toonbc. is ,o, corruption of this word. 
(Infor::12ction provided by our tune hist.orinn 9 Mindo.h Duvollott 
& fron Bushwo.lking in the:' Blue n'Ltn9 Grog; Pow0ll.) 

Rach0l Makinson reports on tho July vml.k as follows~ 
"VJe (32 souls) went down tho Little- Zig Zag to Charles Joh..n.son's 
place, 'Urrinbirro..' in'KaniIJbl,, Vnlloy noo..r littie Hartley. Tho 
Little Zig Zng is nn old stock route, very well :oado 2cnd in good 
condition. It is about 125 yoc:.rs old. Ch2rlos, with sons 
Andrew & Hugh not us ha.lfvmy down & cunducted us to his hono 
whoro wo had a barbcq_ue. On the wo:y ho showed us :b...is ram jot 

• (Cont'd) 
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punp. fully autonatic & water powered. Its design de.tcs b2..ck 
to tho 18th contuxy. 

The party wes fascinated by tho blending of the house 
and surrounding native shrubs with tho loc2.l onvironnent. 
One particularly attractive shrub wcs Grevillea jonkcnsii. 

After lunch Dost of us clir.ilied b~ck up. Our thanks to 
Charles & tho boys for a plcas2,nt dn.y. 

Ii:J:ID USE C OHiHITTEE REPORT . 

In an effort to ac~uaint nonbors with what goos on 
behind the scones tho Land Use Cor.mittee brings .to notice 
their recently subm ttod coru:i.onts on tho :S.M.C .. c. 1 s 11Report 
on tho Managcncnt of Jav.ieson Crock Co.tchucnt Lrea.11 

The objectives of tho Report arc:-

(a) To ensure all practic2l stops are tskon to protect 
tho habitat of tho rare &. cndo.ne;crcd plant 1\/Iicrostrobcs 
fitzgcraldi by reducing pollution & si'ltution of tho Jar_iioson 
Creek and by rJaintaining r0gular na.tur8.l w:-:iter supply to the 
Ucntworth Falls. 

(b) To restore & pr0tcct itcr:is 'of historical significance 
in tho precinct, particularly Tio.rwins Pathway & tho si to of 
1Vloathorbo2.rd. 1 • • 

(c) Establish & pror.,oto tho recreational potential & 
develop faciliti0s for the onjoyuont by the public of the 
environs of tho Jauioson Crook. . 

Tho plans to inploncnt tho above objoctivos rovcnlod a 
vory sound approcio.tiun of tho problens facing the welfare of 
tho Crook. 

Hov;r,cvcr aft or doliber2,tions with tho II old hands 11 who 
hr,vo w.orkod for yuars on those is_suos tho Land Use Cor.1IJittoo 
pri.ssed on corJI.10nts to the BaMoCoC. which could bo q_uite 
holpful. 

Our thanks go to Nsncy Tiouglas, Bor;yl Cooley, Vlinsm:.10 
Gregory, Isobel :Scwdon for their suggestion & to June Blick 
f,9I"-typing. 

A copy of tho Council's Report & our Connonts has boon 
placed in tho library. 

PleasQ rco.d it, for it donls with t=:. uajor local issue. 

VTHA.T IS IT? 

Docs, anyone kJ.1ow' what 
this little insect is? It 
is tho size of a house-fly, 
with a silky tuft on its 
tail. 

I s2. w o. drift of then 
at Anvil Rock, Blackhoath, 
in Juno. 

Grace :Sayloy. 

~ - - - - - - -

Ono of tho uonth 1 s highlights for n0 is tho walk on 
tho third Thursday. Tho one in June w~s just a short ranblo 

(Cont I d) 
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fr on where we loft the cnrs on the Mt.:. Hay trnil. There 
wore onl_;y; about 10 of us there and 2-ftor anbling along in 
tho wnr:r:t su.nshino along the bush trnck and then down the 
prickly curve . ;t E'i the brin of the gorge, we E)at and gazed. 
down into tho 'Grose Valley to tho onornous trceforns and 
waterfalls and. pools~ or across to tho Fortros~ and Evan' a. 
Lookout and Govott' s Leap over thoro in. the shadoviF, - or up 
to tho oo.gles. • 

later 9 r.1ost of us won:t on a Li,ttlo for. a bonus ranble 
on tho little "Flat Top." • 

In July, the people fr-on 11highor :u.p11 . .aw.oko to rain and 
this dar:iponod thoir onth4 9 iasri! However~ hero in Lawson, it 
was ~uito fino, so th~so who did venturo·to join the walk 
fron Adelina Falls, below Le.wson Golf Course, were p.102.santly 
surprised. This little vo.lley w2.s conplutoly burnt out in 
1977, and sono of tho :oarvollous trees arc dead, but it is 
aIJaz;Lng how tho forns and troos. have recovered. Thero are 
six waterfalls in this short wnlk end it is a gront plo.ce for· 
children to enjoy thenselvos. • ; 

Grace·:Bayicy . 

. -...-· 

... ..,,-

i ' ... • .. _ _._ . 

- - - - - -· -
AN A.P:PE.\L FOR COUNCIL LISTENERS. 

Juno :Biick:° has kindly agreed to tnke over tho job of 
roster clork" She will arr~.ngc with volunteers, do.tcs on which 
thoy will attend Ccr.n:-1ittoo & Council ncGtings. Unfortuno.tely, 
she b.8.s not ro:rty volunteers on .hor•li.st and tho task has fallen 
repoatodly·on the sane, as yot uncoDplaining ncnbors. 

··· Tho idoa is thnt tho listeners report bP.ck to June any 
council business -which- would have an inpact on our environnont ;~ 
It is not as doo.dly dull as enc 1:n.e;ht inagino, for all sorts 
of gossip a:q.d snippets cone forth & W8 sec our reprcsontf'.tives 
at thciT best or worst" 

And there I s o. cup uf teo. & tr1:sty. so.ndwichos & a chn.t 
with tho gro2t at the end of tho _pcrforr:12.nco. 

Do ring Jun.a, 88-1051 and offer your sqrvic?_s. 
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POLLUTIOH. ___ .,.._,. __ _ 

It has cone to our notice frot1 c nost author2;tivo source 
thc..t nost o:f tnc pollution in i:icIB1t2.in stroo.ns is 02.u.scd by 
leaking sow or lines. •• 

We loam that tho Sowcrngo & Untor Board norrially rcpeir 
f2,irly pror:1ptly such loo.ks. So - ·it I s up ·to· u:s. • 

The Ii18Jmagcnont cor.w.ittoo vwu1d be •plecsod to henr of 
any obvious s.cwor lonks or snclly crco.s. 

AUGUST WIEETHTG TO DECI:tlE POLICY. 

0ur· land Use Corm:J.ittoe h2s subnitted the following policy 
points to bo discussed and decided upon "t our ..,,',.ugust ncoting. 
Ploo.so study then co,refully bGforG tho ncoting a:nd cone 
prepnrod to c~nona., ro joct or onaorso ns-you see fit: Mor.ibcrs; 
are o.lso welcome, of course~ to adv0.nce further points:-

.AIM - TO PRESERVE THE N..",.T1JRi.,L BE.;~UTY OF 'UIE 
,. 

BLUE MOUNT.A.INS . 

POLICY GUIDELINE TO ENSURE THE ABOVE: 

1. Face the concc:pt of a .2..,o_tling populat-ioI!- with all this 
entails. 

2. Have all ronaining CROYJN h,.lfJ) in the Blue Mounto..ins sot 
aside for public rGcro2:t;_i:Cn. uso. 

3. Develop and enforce tho reality of §.9_:earc1.to towns 
sop2-r2ted by bushland. 

4~ Uork towards hnving all t1critic2.l land 11 absorbed into 
tho nationel Parks. 

5. "\7ork towards the purific2.tion of a.11 nounte.in stronns. 

6. Enforce the cossntion of all develonncnt on escarpnonts. 

7. Prohibit any further 19.nd subdiv=h?.1.2ll:. 

8. Oppose any building pornits v1_ithout sewerage connection -
no noro SCE_tic tanks 1 at lc8.st outside 200 JJ.otrcs fron a 
creek. 

9 ~ Restrict industric,l development to service industries only 1 
and perhQpS light. 

10. Enforce prohibition of all building on stoop slopes, 
bocauso of orosicn & sw2.np destruction prob.lens. 

U. l\'Iaintn.oc.nco of all existing walking tr2.cks, 2..nd .. consid-=
orntion of extensions. 

12. Dovolop::10nt of lovol aro2, bush wA.lks suitable for tho 
old0rl;y__Q!1.d hc1nd.~.J2.£9:.. - • 

13. Have push bike trf',cks incorporated into o.11 new. road 
devolopnont 9 o.nd wherever possible alongside existing 
:u.on.ds. 

(Cont'd) 
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Haye council extend its guide lines fc,ir _siwollings . •.· 
ad-Jacent to rq,ervo.s, j:;o coy9r o.1 J. bui}.d.ings. Council 
to h-.s.~n. ad~icc _socti~wnh guide J.inc:s_fo:r 2.11 new 
i'lm:rQ ou:r:rau.TTf-, 7:rt:1trrr:-t;-J'.ul,v..ro hones will fit mto tho 
onvo..rorn.:.,ont. · 

-Enforce tho .tree pre::servc.tion order. 

Restrict.ions on tho sinking of----horos until rose2.rch gives 
·facts c1.s. to their o;f.ft;:ct bn wotor tnble levels. 

.. 

Build in and/or rotai~ in:12.9dir.1011ts in roo.ds alternn.tivo tp 
. the Gt. \7ost urn Highway re:. c; ,. Uontworth Falls rnilway--bridgc), 

•• -to prevent hor,or:.i.?'..g second speedways.· 

18. 

19. 

2 0. 

21. 

22. 

23. 

24. 

Vlork towards having Goverm..1cnts consider upgr2.ding tho 
Bolls Line Road for through western traffic-- pcrho.ps 
££__0~.9..§_~wny. This inf ors conploto opposition to P
third road corridor. 

1Jork town.rds'. h2.vi;ng the Blue Mtns. classed as a Horld 
.Ho_Ei t..ci:.gc area 9 as $O.cr_osanct as tho Gt. B2rrior Rocf. 

That people bo discouraged fron bringing hoovcd o.ninals 
t,o .the Mountains, boco.usc of tho frinblo nature of tho soil. 

Discourr.go destruction of swanpln.nds . 
. f ;. 

Ensure all plo.nning & dovolopncnt is subsorviont 'to tho 
prescrvntion of all w:,__t0r c[l.tclmont aroa:3.' 

• .. 
Rozo:ning to gP;in protection of o.11 nov.ntain s-trcfruJ.s. 

Rezoning to ensure :oaxiIJUD prcsorvdtiDn of views fron 
train. 

COUSERV.\.TION Pu.BLIC..\.TIONS. 

•Our Society receives o. nur:1ber of publicetions produced 
by conservation and scientific groups. The so public2,tions 
contq.in o. wonlth of infornr.tion end oncJ3lo tho reeder to koop 
2bronst of activities .and dovolopncints in tho environmental 
scone. 

Major public2.tions ho.v-o·now boon asscr:.1hlod into binders 
Which will bo avo.ilnb-le fron tho Libr0.rit=m. Newsletters and 
ninor publicr:tions- h2.vo n.lso boon nssoribled into binders o.nd 
those c.re o.vecil<.lblo for lonn or reading in tho Hut. 

Ivlenbors nrc encouraged to tr.kc advn.nts.ge of this fo.cility -
infornod consorv8.tionists 8.rc noro offoctive consorvationists. 

It is r,nticip2,ted th8.t nrticlos of interest in current 
issues will bo reported to ncnbors ::i.t n.unthly nootings. 

PU:BLIC.f:i..TIOJITS l1.V..: .. IL.:J3LE FROM THE LIBR.;:..RY. 

1. Journal of tho No.tiom: l PLrks i:..ssociation - Sopt. 1 73 -
Pro sent ( H!IPF) 

2. 

4. 

ECOS - Mc.go.zinc o:f C.S.LR.Oe .,\ .. ugust 1974 - Present (I1'iPF) 

HlLBIT..:..T (Mc.g2.zino of ..'.'..ustralian Conscrvetion Foundo.tion) 
June ~ 1973 - Pros ont ( HIPF) 

lfational Trust Mage.zinc - Sept. '79 - Proscmt (No .10 riot 
avnilablo). 

(Cont'd) 
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5. Austrnlian Plnnts 1963 - Present - (II\'LPF) 

6. Native Plnnts July 1980 -· Present (IMPF) 

7. 1ifildlifo Research.Nows -·J 1;t[rtrch 1 71 - Present (D:TPF). 

8. Uorld ihldlifo Fund - Annuo.l Report 1981 - 1982. 

9 ~ Hild life in Australia - lY.iagazino of 1,7ildlifo .Pros. Soc. of 
Q' sld ! 11/18.rch 1971 - Doc. 1980 ( HIIPF) 

PUBLICi1..TIONS AV~ ... IL-..:BLE IN T1IE HUT OR :B'OR LO..:...N. 

L,. Newsletter of thc Total EnvironDont Centro. 

2. Newsletter of tho J..ustralin.n Consorv2tion Foundo.tion. 

3. Nowslottor of tho B.M~ Conscrv2tion Society. 

4.. Nowslottor of tho \lorld 'Jildlifo Fund. 

5. Newsletter of SG..LP. 

6. Bulletin'. of tho Co long Coru:::.i ttoo. 

7. Newsletter of tho N2.tivo Conscrvntion Council_ of N .. S. .. '}. 

8. Newsletter of tho Environnont .Contro of' N~S~1:.'. 

9. 11Moonbi 11 - lfowslottor of tho Fra!?)or Isl2nd Dofcndl"oss 
Orgenisntion Ltd. • 

(I:MJ?F) - COLLECTION IS NOT COMPLETE AS SOME ISSUES ARE }l[[SSING. 

11\7hcm you, gentlonen, first got your Gst2.tes your ground 
was well furnished with "beo.utiful sbrubs. You ignorantly 
sot the nurdorous hoo and grubbing axe to work to destroy 
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This version of the Newsletter was re-typed from the original by Phoebe Coster in August 2022 to 
enable search engines to ‘see’ the text. Minor changes have been made to correct typographical 
errors and to add clarity. 
 

KATOOMBA AND DISTRICT WILDLIFE CONSERVATION SOCIETY . 
NEWSLETTER NO. 49 – AUGUST 1982 – PRICE 20 Cents. 

Editor R W Alcorn 43 Rutland Rd MEDLOW BATH. 
 

Patron: Allen A Strom AM. 
“Something will have gone out of us if we ever let the remaining wilderness be destroyed: if we 
permit the last virgin forest to be turned into comic books”. 
Wallace Stegner – English Professor, Stanford University USA. 
 

OUR SOCIETY. 
 
COMING MEETINGS. AT CONSERVATION HUT, VALLEY OF WATERS RESERVE, VALLEY RD 
WENTWORTH FALLS. 
 
Friday August 27th 8pm. - Preserve the Natural Beauty of the Blue Mountains. Discussion and 
adoption of policy guidelines to this end. (Please study proposals printed in this issue) 
 
Friday September 24th 8pm. - A Talk on Origins of the Australian Flora by Keith Ingram of Mt Tomah. 
 
Friday October 29th 8pm. - Members night. Bring 6 slides or other items of interest. 
 
COMING MID-WEEK WALKS. 
 
Thursday August 19th. - Duckhole, Glenbrook. Meet at back of Ampol Garage, Glenbrook, 10am. 
Leader Jill Dark. 
 
Thursday September 17th. - Tallest tree in NSW. Meet south side Woodford Station (opposite side 
to Western Highway) 10 am. Leader Jill Dark. 
 
Thursday October 21st. - Govett’s Leap to Pulpit Rock. Meet Great Western Hwy opposite Railway 
Station, Blackheath 10am. Leader Grace Bayley. 
 
Thursday November 18th. - Walls Cave. Meet West side of Railway Crossing Blackheath. 10am. 
 
COMING MONTHLY WALKS. 
 
Saturday September 4th. - Glenbrook – The Oaks – Jack Evans Trail. Meet at Glenbrook Station 
10am. Leader Lloyd Jones, 57-2270. 
 
Saturday October 2nd. - Mt Twiss – Meet south side of Lawson Station in Honour St. Parking Area at 
10am. (Contact Lloyd Jones, 57-2270 or Keith Sherlock, 57-1927) 
 
Saturday November 6th. - Blue Mtn. Trig – Meet same place as above at 10am. 
 

----------------------------------------------------- 



 
BURRENDONG ARBORETUM TRIP. 

 
Weekend of September 18th – 19th. Leave Blackheath by car, 8am. Saturday September 18th. 4 hour 
drive to Mookerawa State Recreation Area. Overnight stay in cabins, cost approx $3.40 per head. 
Inspect Arboretum Saturday afternoon and Sunday. This area of over 300 acres has hundreds of 
magnificent Australian flowering trees and shrubs. Contact Graham Alcorn, 88-1033. 
 

----------------------------------------------------- 
 

BIRD DAY FOR BEGINNERS. 
 

Saturday October 23rd. Meet at Minnihaha Park picnic ground, North Katoomba, 2pm with field 
glasses if you have them. Leader Graham Alcorn, 88-1033. 
 

---------------------------------------------- 
 

NATIVE PLANT DAY FOR BEGINNERS. 
 

Saturday October 30th, at Conservation Hut, Valley of Waters, 11am. Demonstration of techniques 
for growing native seed and striking cuttings by Jill Dark and Winsome Gregory, who will also 
identify native plants and flowers during an afternoon ramble in the Reserve. 
 
SPRING SALE OF NATIVE PLANTS will be held same day, 10am to 3pm at the Hut. 
 

------------------------------------------------------- 
 
FILM – “A CURIOUS AND DIVERSE FLORA” will be shown in a Public Hall in Katoomba in mid-
October as part of the Year of the Tree Activities. Watch for this fine film. 
 

-------------------------------------------- 
 

LAND PRESERVATION FUND COMMITTEE REPORT. 
 

A good time and good food were enjoyed by all at the barbeque in the Hut on 8th June and the 
Fund gained $95.00. 
 
The Committee is at present investigation more land as the block selected on Jamison Creek was 
withdrawn from sale. 
 

--------------------------------------- 
 

SOME COMMENTS ON COMING WALKS :- 
 

Please omit all reference to Warragamba Dam from the walk set down for September. A 
Preliminary walk through by K S and L J, has convinced them that time would make it too 
pressurised. However, the afore mentioned gents are most enthusiastic about the beauties of 
Erskine Creek reached by a ½ hours walk from where we leave the cars.  



Broad sandy beaches, colourful cliffs, immense fallen boulders and splendid specimens of 
angophoras combine to make the spot one of the nicest we have visited. 
 

……………………………………… 
 
Mt. Twiss is our destination for October. It is reached by driving Dawes Ridge which runs northward 
to the Grose from a turn off between Woodford and Linden. Shortly after the turn off, the bad 
condition of the road will force us to walk about two miles. The way is relatively flat and crosses 
large expanses of rock. We saw no carvings but near rainwater pools we saw numerous parallel 
grooves where we presume the aborigines sharpened their various stone implements. There 
should be quite a good showing of wild flowers judging by the variety of budding bushes seen. 
 
Mt Twiss itself is not very conspicuous but it is most interesting historically for it is the most 
westerly point reached by Lieutenant Dawes and his party in 1789. He was on direct course to Mt 
Hay from Emu Plains and he crossed the very causeway which was followed successfully by 
Blaxland, Lawson and Wentworth, twenty five years later. From Mt. Twiss we can look over the 
fearsome country towards Mt Hay and perhaps conjure up the feelings deterred Dawes from 
continuing westward. An easy walk. 
 
For November we re visit Blue Mountains trig which is reached by following Lawson Fire trail, one 
ridge west of last month’s walk. We leave the Highway & go north between Lawson & Hazelbrook. 
The road soon packs up & the rest of the journey is by foot through healthy upland and unmarked 
after we reach the summit. We meet the trail again, lunch & return along the road. Flowers, flat 
rock slabs & vast views of wilderness are the drawcards for this walk. The walk out will be about 2 
1/2 hours, and the return 2 hours. - Mainly flat. 
 

--------------------------------------------- 
 

RECENT WALKS. 
 

Since the last Newsletter the following walks have been done:- 
 
May 1st. Faulconbridge to Springwood drew 14 walkers. Sassafrass Creek drains the southern & 
thus shady side of the main ridge. The vegetation we saw was a striking contrast to that which we 
normally see on the plateau. Incidentally, the name Sassafras is a name loosely bestowed on 
several rain forest trees which have a fragrance similar to North American Sassafrass. Along this 
creek it is given to a tree named Doryphora sassafrass. “Australian Rain-forest Trees”. W D Francis 
writes of it….”In NSW it is found in scrubs or bush from near the Victorian border on the south, to 
the Queensland border on the north.”….” for general indoor purposes such as lining flooring etc.”…” 
According to Mr J H Maiden it is rarely touched by white ants.” 
 
June 5th. Walk – Thirteen people gathered for the walk down Kedumba Pass and lunched at the 
Kedumba Creek crossing – a slow walk of two hours.  
All but three decided to walk through to Echo Point – a decision later thought by many to be 
against their better judgement as tired legs and palpitating hearts took their toll.  
However, the agony gave way to ecstasy when the Giant Stairway was conquered and the route of 
their long march triumphantly surveyed. 
This recalled the magnificent stands of tall timber, the towering crags, the calls of the lyre birds and 
the dominating presence of the bush. 



The majority covered the distance from Kedumba Crossing to the top of Echo Point in 
approximately 3 ½ hours. 
 
HISTORICAL FOOTNOTE:- The present road into valley follows the approximate line of what was 
known as the Goat Track. Cedar getters and early settlers used this for it was the only access path 
into Kedumba Valley. Cedar Creek and Cedar Ridge located to the south of Mt Solitary recall the 
first industry of the area. The only outlet for the cedar logs was by the way of the Cox’s River.  
 
A deeper appreciation of our easy life style wells up when one considers the social forces which 
made settlement in the valley feasible. And it is not long ago. A woman recalled before her recent 
death, having seen when a child, Mrs Maxwell riding a horse with a pack horse in tow to get 
supplies from shops at Wentworth Falls, a journey made by way of the Goat Track. 
 
“Kedumba” incidentally is said to be the aboriginal for falling water. Katoomba is a corruption of 
this word. (Information provided by our tame historian, Mindah Duvollett & from Bushwalking in 
the Blue Mountain, Greg Powell.) 
 
Rachel Makinson reports on the July walk as follows: “We (32 souls) went down the Zig Zag to 
Charles Johnson’s place, ‘Urrimbirra’ in Kanimbla Valley near little Hartley. The Little Zig Zag is an 
old stock route, very well made and in good condition. It is about 125 years old. Charles, with sons 
Andrew & Hugh met us halfway down & conducted us to his home where we had a barbeque. On 
the way he showed us his rain jet pump, fully automatic & water powered. Its design dates back to 
the 18th century. 
The party was fascinated by the blending of the house and surrounding native shrubs with the 
local environment. One particularly attractive shrub was Grevillea jenkensii. 
After lunch most of us climbed back up. Our thanks to Charles & the boys for a pleasant day. 
 

---------------------------------- 
 

LAND USE COMMITTEE REPORT. 
 

In an effort to acquaint members with what goes on behind the scenes the Land Use Committee 
brings notice their recently submitted comments on the BMCC’s “Report on the Management of 
Jamieson Creek Catchment Area”. 
 
The objectives of the Report are:- 
(a) To ensure all practical steps are taken to protect the habitat of the rare & endangered plant 
Microstrobes fitzgeraldi by reducing pollution & siltation of the Jamieson Creek and by maintaining 
regular natural water supply to the Wentworth Falls. 
(b) To restore & protect items of historical significance in the precinct, particularly Darwins 
Pathway & the site of ‘Weatherboard.’ 
(c) Establish & promote the recreational potential & develop facilities for the enjoyment by the 
public of the environs of the Jamieson Creek. 
 
The plans to implement the above objectives revealed a very sound appreciation of the problems 
facing the welfare of the Creek. 
However after deliberations with the “old hands” who have worked for years on these issues the 
Land use Committee passed on comments to the BMCC which could be quite helpful. 



Our thanks go to Nancy Douglas, Beryl Cooley, Winsome Gregory, Isobel Bowden for their 
suggestion & to June Blick for typing. 
A copy of the Council’s report & our Comments has been placed in the library. 
Please read it, for it deals with a major local issue. 
 

------------------------------------ 
WHAT IS IT? 

Does anyone know what 
this little insect is? It 

is the size of a house-fly, 
with a silky tuft in its 

tail. 
I saw a drift of them  

at Anvil Rock, Blackheath, 
in June. 

-Grace Bayley. 
---------------------------------------------- 

 
THURSDAY WALKS ARE GREAT. 

 
One of the month’s highlights for me is the walk on the third Thursday. The one in June was just a 
short ramble from where we left the cars on the Mt Hay trail. There were only about 10 of us there 
and after ambling along in the warm sunshine along the bush track and then down the prickly 
curve to the brim of the gorge, we sat and gazed down into the Grose Valley to the enormous 
treeferns and waterfalls and pools, or across to the Fortress and Evan’s Lookout and Govett’s Leap 
over there in the shadow, or up to the eagles. 
 
Later most of us went on a little for a bonus ramble on the little “Flat Top”. 
 
In July, the people from “higher up” awoke to rain and this dampened their enthusiasm. However, 
here in Lawson, it was quite fine, so those who did venture to join the walk from Adelina Falls, 
below Lawson Golf Course, were pleasantly surprised. This little valley was completely burnt out in 
1977, and some of the marvellous trees are dead, but it is amazing how the ferns and trees have 
recovered. There are six waterfalls in this short walk and it is a great place for children to enjoy 
themselves. 
 
Grace Bayley. 
 
(Illustration of Fortress View) 
 

-------------------------------------------------- 
 

AN APPEAL FOR COUNCIL LISTENERS. 
 

June Blick has kindley agreed to take over the job of roster clerk. She will arrange with volunteers, 
dates on which they will attend Committee & Council meetings. Unfortunately, she has not many 
volunteers on her list and the task has fallen repeatedly on the same, as yet uncomplaining 
members. 



The idea is that the listeners report back to June any council business which would have an impact 
on our environment. It is not as deadly dull as one might imagine, for all sorts of gossip and 
snippets come forth & we see our representatives at their best or worst. 
 
And there’s a cup of tea & tasty sandwiches & a chat with the great at the end of the performance. 
 
Do ring June, 88-1051 and offer your services. 
 

-------------------------------------------------- 
 

POLLUTION. 
 

It has come to our notice from a most authoritative source that most of the pollution in mountain 
streams is caused by leaking sewer lines. 
We learn that the Sewerage & Water Board normally repair fairly promptly such leaks. So – it is up 
to us. 
The management committee would be pleased to hear of any obvious sewer leaks or smelly areas. 
 

------------------------------------------------ 
 

AUGUST MEETING TO DECIDE POLICY. 
 

Our Land Use Committee has submitted the following policy points to be discussed and decided 
upon at our August meeting. Please study them carefully before the meeting and come prepared 
to amend, reject or endorse as you see fit. Members are also welcome, of course, to advance 
further points:- 
 

AIM – TO PRESERVE THE NATURAL BEAUTY OF THE BLUE MOUNTAINS. 
 
POLICY GUIDELINES TO ENSURE THE ABOVE: 
1. Face the concept of a ceiling population with all this entails. 
2. Have all remaining CROWN LAND in the Blue Mountains set aside for public recreation use. 
3. Develop and enforce the reality of Separate towns separated by bushland. 
4. Work towards having all “critical land” absorbed into the National Parks. 
5. Work towards the purification of all mountain streams. 
6. Enforce the cessation of all development on escarpments. 
7. Prohibit any further land subdivision. 
8. Oppose any building permits without sewerage connection – no more septic tanks, at least 
outside 200 metres from a creek. 
9. Restrict industrial development to service industries only, and perhaps light. 
10. Enforce prohibition of all building on steep slopes, because of erosion & swamp destruction 
problems. 
11. Maintenance of all existing walking tracks, and consideration of extensions. 
12. Development of level area bush walks suitable for the elderly and handicapped. 
13. Have push bike tracks incorporated into all new road development, and wherever possible 
alongside existing roads. 
14. Have council extend its guide lines for dwellings adjacent to reserves, to cover all buildings. 
Council to have an advice section with guide lines for all new home builders, so that future homes 
will fit into the environment. 



15. Enforce the tree preservation order. 
16. Restrictions on the sinking of bores until research gives facts as to their effect on water table 
levels. 
17. Build in and/or retain impediments in roads alternative to the Great Western Hwy (eg. 
Wentworth Falls railway bridge), to prevent becoming second speedways. 
18. Work towards having Governments consider upgrading the Bells Line Road for through western 
traffic – perhaps an expressway. This infers complete opposition to a third road corridor. 
19. Work towards having the Blue Mountains classed as a World Heritage area, as sacrosanct as 
the Great Barrier Reef. 
20. That people be discouraged from bringing hooved animals to the Mountains, because of the 
friable nature of the soil. 
21. Discourage destruction of swamplands. 
22. Ensure all planning & development is subservient to the preservation of all water catchment 
areas. 
23. Rezoning to gain protection of all mountain streams. 
24. Rezoning to ensure maximum preservation of views from train. 
 

------------------------------------------------- 
 

CONSERVATION PUBLICATIONS. 
 

Our Society receives a number of publications produced by conservation and scientific groups. 
These publications contain a wealth of information and enable the reader to keep abreast of 
activities and developments in the environmental scene. 
 
Major publications have now been assembled into binders which will be available from the 
Librarian. Newsletters and minor publications have also been assembled into binders and these are 
available for loan or reading in the Hut. 
 
Members are encouraged to take advantage of this facility – informed conservationists are more 
effective conservationists. 
 
It is anticipated that articles of interest in current issues will be reported to members at monthly 
meetings. 
 
PUBLICATIONS AVAILABLE FROM THE LIBRARY. 
 
1. Journal of the National Parks Association – Sept, 73 – Present (IMPF) 
2. ECOS – Magazine of CSSIRO August 1974 – Present (IMPF) 
3. HABITAT (Magazine of Australian Conservation Foundation) June 1973 – Present (IMPF) 
4. National Trust Magazine – September 79 – Present (No 10 not available). 
5. Australian Plants 1963 – Present – (IMPF) 
6. Native Plants July 1980 – Present (IMPF) 
7. Wildlife Research News – March 71 – Present (IMPF) 
8. Worl Wildlife Fund – Annual Report 1981 – 1982. 
9. Wildlife in Australia – Magazine of Wildlife Pres. Soc. Of Queensland. March 1971 – December 
1980 (IMPF) 
 
  



PUBLICATIONS AVAILABLE IN THE HUT OR FOR LOAN. 
1. Newsletter of the Total Environment Centre. 
2. Newsletter of the Australian Conservation Foundation. 
3. Newsletter of the Blue Mountains Conservation Society. 
4. Newsletter of the World Wildlife Fund. 
5. Newsletter of Society for Growing Australian Plants. 
6. Bulletin of the Colong Committee. 
7. Newsletter of the Native Conservation Council of NSW. 
8. Newsletter of the Environment Centre of NSW. 
9. “Moonbi” – Newsletter of the Frazer Island Defendless Organisation Ltd. 
 
(IMPF) – COLLECTION IS NOT COMPLETE AS SOME ISSUES ARE MISSING. 
 

-------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

“When you, gentlemen, first got your estates your ground was well furnished with beautiful shrubs. 
You ignorantly set the murderous hoe and grubbing axe to work to destroy them, and the ground 
that had been full of luxurious verdure was laid bare and desolate…”  
(Cherish the Earth, Beatrice Bligh) 
 
This was written in 1834 in Sydney by Thomas Shepherd, Australia’s first garden-architect. What a 
pity that it still applies today. 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
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