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iSonething will have gone out of us

if we ever let the remaining

wilderness be destroyed; if we

pernit the lest virgin forest to

belbturned Gdnte comic books" . vcv s
- Wallace Stegner -~ English

Professor, Stanford University,
UoS Q.P& -

SCALY THRUSH

OUR SOCIBTY.

COHING MEETINGS. AT CONSERVALTION HUT, VLLLEY OF WATERS RESERVE,
VAILEY RO.D, WENTWORTH FATLS.

Fri. Aug., 27th. 8p.n.— Preserve the Natural Beauty of the
Bluc Mountains. Discussion & adoption of policy guidelines
to this cnd. (Please study proposals printed in this issue)

Fri. Scpt. 24th. 8p.u.~ & Talk on Origins of the fustralian
Flora by Keith Ingran of Mt. Tonah.

Fri, Oct. 29th, 8p.m.— Mcmbers night. Bring 6 slides or
other items of interest.

COMING MID-WEEK WALKS.
Thurs. sug. L9th.— Duckhole, Glenbrook. IMeet at back
of Lupcl Gerage, Glenbrock, 1l0z.m. Leader Jill Dark.

Thurs.Sept. 17th.— Tallest tree in H.S;WT Meet south
side Woodford Staticn (oppositc side to Western Highway)
10 a.m. Teader Jill Dark

Thurs. Oct. 2lst.~ Govett's Leap to Pulpit Rock. Meet
Grest Vfestern Highway opposite Railway Station, Blackheeth,
10a.n. 'Leader Grace Bayley.

Thurs, Nov,. 18th.- Wells Gave. Mcet West side of Railway
Crossing, Bleckheeth. l0a.:n.

COMING MONTELY WATIKS.
Sat. vepte 4th.— Glenbrook — The Oaks - Jack Evensg
Trail. Mcel at Glenbrock Station. 1l0z.m. Leader TLloyd
Jones, 57-2270.

Sat. Oct. 2né.— Mb. Twiss - lcet south side of Lawson
Station inHonowr St. Perking irca at 1l0a.n. (Contect
Lloyd Jones, 57-2270 or Keith Sherlock, 57-1927)

Sat. Nov. 6th.— Blue Mtn. Trig - Mecel same place as
above at 10z.m.

BURRENDONG ..RBORETUM TRIP.

Wleekend of Sept. 18th-19th. Leave Blackheath by car,
8a.m. Sate. Sept. 18th. 4 hour drive to Mookerawa State
Reercation .rea. Overnight stey in cabins, cost approx $3.40
per head. Inspeet irboretun Set. afternoon & Sunday. This arca
of over 300 acres has hundreds of magnificent justralian flower-
ing trees: & shrubs. Contact Grahan Llcorn, 88-1035.
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' BIRD DnY FOR BBGIHTERS

Saturday, Oct. 23rd, lcet at Minnlhaha Pa rk picnic ground,
Iorth thoomba, 2p.12s with ficld glasses if you have then.
der Grah ﬁ.ﬂlcorn, 88-1033 ..
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NATIVE. PLLIT. DiY POR BEGINNERS.

Saturday, Oct. 30th. at Conporvhtlon Hut, Valley of Waters,
lla.ns “Demonstration of tochnlqucs for growing ngtlvc sced and
striking cuttings by Jill Dark and Vinsome Gregory, who will also
identify native pla nts and flowcrs during an afternoon ramble
in the Reserve.

SPRING SALE OF NLTIVE PL.NTS will be hcld samne d?J, 10a.n. to
S Palls at the ot .
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FIIM - "4 CURIOUS AND DIVERSE PLORA will be shown in ‘2 Public
Hgll in Katcombe in Mid-October as part of tho Ye ar of thec Trec
sctivities. Watch for this fine film

IAND PRESERV..TION EFTND COMPITTEE RLPORT

A good time and good food werc cnjoyed by q11 at the
barbeque in the Hut -on 8th. June and the Fund gclned $95 00. .

The Committec is at present lﬂVCutlguthH nore land as
the block selected on Jcalson Crcek was withdrawn fror sale
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SOWE CONW“HTS N COMING WALKS:-

Please ornit Qll rcfcronce to Uerragqnbg D r1-from the walk
set_down for September. L& Preliminary walk through by K.S. &
L.J. has convinced them thot time would rcke it tod pressurised.
Howecver, the afore mentioned gents arc most enthu31gstlc about
the bequtlbs of Brskine Creck reached by a % hours walk fron
where we leave the ears. Broad sandy beaches, colourful cliffs,
immense fallen boulders and splpndld specinmcns of angophoras
combine to make the spot onc- of the nicest we have VlSltcd,

Mt, Twiss is our destination for Octobpr. It is reached by
driving along Dawes Ridgc which runs northward to the Grose fron
a turn off botween Woodford & Iinden. Shortly efter the turn off,
the bad condition of the road will force-us to walk about two
miles. The way is reletively flat and crosses large expanscs

of rock. We saw no carvings but ncar rainwater pools we saw
nunerous parallcl grooves where we presune the aborigines
sherpencd their various storde implencnts.  There should be quitc
a gcod showing of wild flowers judging by the vericty of budding
bushvs seen.

Mt. Twiss itself is Hot very consplcuous but it is mnost
interesting hlscﬂrlcclly for it is the vost westeorly point rcached
by It. Dawes and his party in 1789. Ee was on direct course to
ht. Hay from Bium Plains and he had crooqed the vory causcway, .
which was feollowed successfully by Blaxlend, Lawson & ° entworth
twenty five years later. Prom Mp. Twiss we can look over the
fearsome country towards Ht. Hay & pcrhaps conjure up the
feclings which deterred Dawcs from continuing westward. - in
easy walk, :

(Cont'd)
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For Noverber we re visit Blue Mbn. trig which is reached
by following Iewson Fire trail, onc ridge west of last month's.
alk.. We leave the Highway & go north between Lawson & Hazcl-
brook. The road soon packs up & the rest of the journey is by
foot through healthy upland and unmarked after we reach the
sunmit. We ncet the trail again, lunch & -return along the
road. Flowers, flat rock slabs & vast views of wilderness are
the drawcards for this walk. The walk out will be about 2% hrs.
and thc return 2 hours. - Mainly flat.

B T e

RECENT WALKS

7

Sincc the last Newsletter the following walks have been doncs-
May lst. — Paulconbridge to Springwood drew 14 walkers.
Sassafrass Creck drains the southern & thus shady sidc of the
rain ridge. The vegetation we sow was a striking contrast to
that which we norpally see on the plateau. Incidentally, the-
narne Sassafras is a nane looscly bestowed on scveral rain forest
trees which have a fragrance similar to MNorth American
sassafrass. AQAlong this creeck it is given to a tree named
Doryphora sassafress. Y“Yiustralian Rain-forest Trees",
W.De Prancisiwrites of A6 ..o 0 WS W, 16 1g*found: in
scrubs or brush from ncar the Victorian border on the south,
to'the! Queensiland border on the nerth.'......"for gecneral
indoor purposes such as lining flcoring ctc."......"iccording
to Mr. J. H. Maiden it is rarcly touched by white ants.” j

June 5th. Valk - Thirtcen peoplc gathered for the walk down
Kedurba poss and lunched at the Kedumba Creck crossing - a
slow walk of two hours.

411 but three deeided to walk through to Echo Point- a
dececision later thought by many te be against their bettor
judgenent as tired legs and palpitating hearts took their toll,

However, thc agony gave way to ecstacy when the Giant
Stairway was conquered and the route of their long march’
triumphantly surveyed. : 5

This recalled the magnificent stends of tall timber, the
towering crags, the calls of the lyrc birds and the dominating
prescnce of the bush. : ;

The majority covered the distence from Kedumba Crossing
to the top of Echo Point in approximately 3% hours.

HISTORICAL FOOTIIOTE:~ The prescnt roed into valley follows the
approximatc linc of what was known as the Goat Track. Cedar
gotters and early scttlers used this for it was the only access
path «into Kedurtba Valley. Ccdar Creck & Ccdar Ridge located to
the south of Iit. Solitary recall the first industry of the arca.
The only outlet for the cedar logs was by the way of the Cox's
River, e i e \
A deeper appreciation of our casy lifc style wells ub when
one considers the social forcces which made scttlement in the
vallcy feasible. And it is not long ago. A wonan rececalled,
before her recent dcath, hoving seen when a child, Mrs., Maxwell
riding a horse with a pack horse in tow to get supplies fron
shops at Wentworth Falls, a jJjourney nade by way of the Goat Track.

"Kedumba incidentally is said to be, thc aboriginal for
falling water. Xatoomba is .a corruption of this word.
(Inforretion providecd by our tane historian, Mindah Duvollett
& fron Bushwalking in the Blue HMbn, Greg: Powcll.)

Rachel Maskinson rcports on the July wadk as follows:
"e (32 souls) went down the Little Zig Zag to Charles Johnson's
place, 'Urrinbirrat in Kaninbla Valley near Little Hartley. The
Iittle %Zig Zag is an old stock route, very well made and in good
conditdons, df ds about 125 wears old.’ Charles, wilh sons
Andrew & Hugh rniet us halfway down & conducted us to his home
where we had a barbeque. On the way hc showed us hi?:rain jet
e ' Conttd
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punp. fully autonmatic & water powered. Its design detcs back
to the 18th century.
The party was fascinated by the blending of the house
and surrocunding native shrubs with the local environnont.
One particularly attractive shrub was Grevillea jonkensii.
After lunch most of us clinbed back up. Our thanks to
Charles & the boys for a pleasant day.

LiTD USE COIRIITTEE REPORT.

In an cffort to acquaint ncnmbers with what goes on
behind the scenes the ILend Use Comrrittee brings to notice
their recently submitted comments on the B.ll.C.C.'s "Report
on the Managenment of Jamicson Creck Catchment dreal

The objecctives of the Report ares-—

(a) To cnsure all practical stcps are teken to protect
the habitat of the rarc & cndangercd plant Microstrobes
fitzgeraldi by reducing polluticn & siltation of the Janicson
Creol and by maintaining regular naturasl water supply to the
Uentworth Falls.

(b) To restore & protect items of historical significance
in the pr001not, particularly Derwins Pathway & the site of
"Woathorboard .

(e) Bstablish & promote the recreational petential &
develop facilities for the enjoyment by the public ef the
environs of the Janieson Creck.

The plans to implement the above objectives revealed e
very sound appreciation of the problems facing the welfare of
the Creck.

However after deliberations with the "old hands" who
have worked for years on thesc issucs the ILand Use Cormittcee
passcd on cormments to the B.M.C.C. which could be quite
helpful.

Our thanks go to Nancy Douglas, Beryl Cooley, Winscme
Gregory, Isobcl Bewden for their suggestion & to June Blick
for typing.

A copy of the Council's Report & our Comments has been
Placed in the library.

Plecase read it, for it deals with 2 major local issuc.

WHAT IS IT?

Does. anyone know what
this 1little inscct ig? It
is the size of a house-fly,

{ﬂ/ﬁ%é//' with a silky tuft on its
\\ i 5(,}.‘ ,./'_/ o i,
G Wb/ I saw o drift of then
\/ s at Anvil Rock, Blackhecath,
\SSN i in June.
: Wiy .

"‘ii;/ - Grace Bayley.
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THURSDAY. VAIKS ARE GREAT.

Onc of the nonth's highlights for me is the walk on
the third Thursday. The one in Junc was just a short ranble
(Cont'd)
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from where we left the cars on the Mb.:.Hay trail. There
were only about 10 of us there and after ambling along in
the warn sunshine alcong the bush track and then down the
prickly -curve te the brim of the gorge, we sat and gazed.
down into the Grose Valley teo the enormous treeferms and
waterfalls and pools, or across to the Fortrcss and Evan's.
Lookout and Govett's Leap over there in, the shadow, or up
Yo the cagles. ' ;

Tater, most of us went on a little for a bonus ramble
on the little "Flat Top." :

In July, the people from 'Y"higher up". awoke to rain and
this dampcned their enthusiasm, However, here in ILawson, it
was quite finc, so those who did venturc to join the walk
from Adclina Falls, below ILewson Golf Course, were pleasantly
surprised. This little valley was conmplctely burnt out in
1977, and somec of the marvellous trecs are dead, but it is
amazing how the ferns and trecs. have rccovecred. There are
six waterfalls in this short walk and it is a grcat place for-
children to enjoy thenselves. ' i

| = Grace Bayley.

s pliih i 3
AT g Yres g Miew
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AN APPEAL FOR COUNCIL LISTENERS.

Juric Blick has kindly agrced to take over the job of ;
roster clerk. She will arrange with volunteers, dates on which
they will attend Committce & Council ncetings. Unfortunately,
she has not moxy voluntcers on her list and the task has fallen
repeatedly ‘on the same, as yet unconplaining rembers.

- The ideca is that the listencrs report back to June any
council business which would have an inmpact on our environment.
It is not as dcadly dull as cne might inagine, for all sorts
of gossip and snippets come forth & we sec our represcntatives
at their best or worste. = .

And there's a cup of tea & tasty sandwiches & a chat
with the great at the end of the performance.

Do ring Junc, 88-1051 and offer ycur scrvices.
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. POLLUTTON.

It has eomne tc our notice from 2 nost authorstive scurce
thot most of the pellution in ncuntein streams is ceused by
lcaking scwer lines. '

We learn that the Scwerage & Vater Boerd normally repeir
feirly promptly such lesks. So - it's up‘tc us.

The memagencnt committee would be pleescd to hear of
any obvious scwer leaks or snelly arcas.
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AUGUST MEETING TO DECIDE POLICY.

Qur Iend Usc Committec hoas submittced the following policy
points tc be discusscd and decided upon at our sugust necting.
Please study then corcfully beforce the mecting and come
preparcd to anmend, rejeet or endorsc as you sce fit. Momboers
are alsc welcone, of coursc, to advance further points:-

AIM - TO PRESERVE THE NoTURLT BEAUTY OF THE
BLUE MOUNTAINS.

POLICY GUIDELINE TO ENSURE THE ABOVES

15 Face the concept of a ceiling populnﬁion with a2ll this
cntails. el %

2. Have all rcrizining CROVIT LilD in the Bluc Mountains sot
aside for public recreatlvn. usc.

3, Develop and cnforee the feality of Jecparate towns
scparated by bushland. :

4, York towards hoving all Y"critical land" absorbed into
the Nationel Parks.

D, Work towards the purification of all mountain streans.

6. Enforcc the ccssation of all developuent on escarpuents.

T Prohibit any further land subdivision.

8. Opposc any building pernits without sewerage conncction -
no norc sepbtic tanks, at least outside 200 metres fronm a
creck.

9, Restrict industrial development to scervice industrics only,
and pcrhaps light. -

10, Enforce prohibition of all building on stcep slopes,
becausc of erosion & swanp destruction problems.

1L, Maintnecnce of all existing walking tracks, and consid<
eration of cxtcnsions.

12. Development of level arce bush walks suitable for the
clderly and handicapped.

13. Have push bike tracks incorporated into all new road
developnent , end wherever peossible alongside existing
roads.

(Cont'd)
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14, Have council extend its guide linegs for dwellings
adgﬂcentqgﬂngésprvos,tto cvvbﬁ ﬂlldbuilalngg. Eounoll
o iee sechion with guide lines for =il nuw
nv&r‘bnﬁii“g%m 01 7O J 1l 072 i wture hones will fit into the
e ONEIEC

15, .Enforce the tree prescrvotion order.

16, Restrictions on the sinking of-bores until resecarch gives
“facts as to their offuot on water table levels.

i Build in and/or rctﬂln inpedinents in rcads alternative te
. .the Gt. Western Highway (cC.g. Jontworth Falls railway- brldgc),
—to prcvcnt bhecoring sccond specedways.

18 Jork towards having Governncnts consider upgrading the
Bells Iine Road for through western traffic -~ perheps
an cxpresswey. This infers covplstc opposition to a
Third rond corrider.

- 19. Work towards heving the Bluc Mtns. classcd as a World
Heritage area, as sacrosanct as the Gt., Barricr Rcef.

VR0, That pcople be discouraged from bringing hoovced animals
fo: the Mountains, becausc of the friablc nature of the scil.

2 Discourage destruction of swanplends.

2R Ensure all planning & development is subscrviéht“to the
. Preservation of all water catchment arcas,

23+ Rezoriing to grin protection of all nounta vin strc

24, Rezoning to ensurc maxirum prescrvation of VlbWS from
train.

’
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CONSERVATION PUBLICATIONS.

“Our Society receives a number of pub110<t10ns produced
by conservation and scicentific groups. Thesc publications
contain a wealth of inforgﬂtion and enable the reader to keep
abreast of activitics and developnents 1n thu environmental
scene.

Hajor publications hawve: now bcun asscrbled into bindcers
which will bc available fron the Librarian. Newsletters and
minor publications have also becen assenbled into binders and
these are available for loan or reading in the Hut.

Merbers are encouraged to trke advantage of this facility -
inforned conservationists arc nore effcctive conscrvationists.

It is enticipated that articles of interest 'in®eurreént
issues will be reported to nembers at nonthly mcetings.

PUBLICATIONS 4VLILLBIE FROM TEE LIBRARY.

l. Journal of the National Porks Lssociation - Sept, '73 ~
Prcsent (IMPF)

2. BECOS - Megazine of C.S.I.R.0. August 1974 -~ Prcscnt (IMPR)

3., HABITAT (Mogeszinc of Australian Conscrvation Foundation)
June, 1973 — Prosent (IMPF)

4, National Trust Magazine - Scpt. '79 - Present (No.lO not
available) .
(Cont'd)
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5. Austrelian Plants 1963 -~ Present - (IMPR)

6. Native Plants July 1980 - Prcscnt (IMPR)

7. Wildlife Rescarch News — Mnrch '71 — Prosent (INMPR).

8. WVorld Wildlife Fund - Annual Report 198l — 1982,

9., Wildlifc in dAustralia - Magazine of Wildlifec Pres. Soc. of

Q'sld. March 1971 -~ Decec. 1980 (IMPF)

PUBLICATIONS AVLITABELE IN THEE HUT OR FOR LO.LN.

L. Newsletter of the Total Environnent Centrce.

Newslctter of the Australian Conscrvetion Foundation.

®

Newslctter of the B.M. Comservation Socichy.

Newsletter of the Verld Wildlife Fund.

L]

Newsletter of BGAE.,

Ll

Bulletin of the Colong Cormittec.

Hewsletter of the Native Comscrvation Council of N.S,U:

Wewslctter of the Environmient Cocntre of N,S,ﬁu

s

0 O =2 o U & KA M

"Moonbi" - Newslettcr of the Frazer Islond Defendless
Orgenisation Ltd.

(IMPF) -~ COLLECTION IS NOT COMPLETE 1S SOME ISSUES ARE MISSING.

"fhen you, gentlenmen, first got your estetes your ground
was well furnished with becutiful shrubs. You ignorantly
st the rmrderous hoc and grubbing axe to work to destroy
thenm, and the ground thet had been full of luxurious verdure
was laid bare and desclatees ..

(Cherish the Earth', Beatrice Bligh)

This was written in 1834 in Sydncy by Thomas Shepherd,
fustralia's first garden-architect. What a pity that it
still applies today. '



This version of the Newsletter was re-typed from the original by Phoebe Coster in August 2022 to
enable search engines to ‘see’ the text. Minor changes have been made to correct typographical
errors and to add clarity.
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“Something will have gone out of us if we ever let the remaining wilderness be destroyed: if we
permit the last virgin forest to be turned into comic books”.

Wallace Stegner — English Professor, Stanford University USA.

OUR SOCIETY.

COMING MEETINGS. AT CONSERVATION HUT, VALLEY OF WATERS RESERVE, VALLEY RD
WENTWORTH FALLS.

Friday August 27 8pm. - Preserve the Natural Beauty of the Blue Mountains. Discussion and
adoption of policy guidelines to this end. (Please study proposals printed in this issue)

Friday September 24" 8pm. - A Talk on Origins of the Australian Flora by Keith Ingram of Mt Tomah.

Friday October 29" 8pm. - Members night. Bring 6 slides or other items of interest.

COMING MID-WEEK WALKS.

Thursday August 19%". - Duckhole, Glenbrook. Meet at back of Ampol Garage, Glenbrook, 10am.
Leader Jill Dark.

Thursday September 17 - Tallest tree in NSW. Meet south side Woodford Station (opposite side
to Western Highway) 10 am. Leader Jill Dark.

Thursday October 215, - Govett’s Leap to Pulpit Rock. Meet Great Western Hwy opposite Railway
Station, Blackheath 10am. Leader Grace Bayley.

Thursday November 18™. - Walls Cave. Meet West side of Railway Crossing Blackheath. 10am.

COMING MONTHLY WALKS.

Saturday September 4t". - Glenbrook — The Oaks — Jack Evans Trail. Meet at Glenbrook Station
10am. Leader Lloyd Jones, 57-2270.

Saturday October 2", - Mt Twiss — Meet south side of Lawson Station in Honour St. Parking Area at
10am. (Contact Lloyd Jones, 57-2270 or Keith Sherlock, 57-1927)

Saturday November 6. - Blue Mtn. Trig — Meet same place as above at 10am.




BURRENDONG ARBORETUM TRIP.

Weekend of September 18t — 19t Leave Blackheath by car, 8am. Saturday September 18", 4 hour
drive to Mookerawa State Recreation Area. Overnight stay in cabins, cost approx $3.40 per head.
Inspect Arboretum Saturday afternoon and Sunday. This area of over 300 acres has hundreds of
magnificent Australian flowering trees and shrubs. Contact Graham Alcorn, 88-1033.

BIRD DAY FOR BEGINNERS.

Saturday October 23", Meet at Minnihaha Park picnic ground, North Katoomba, 2pm with field
glasses if you have them. Leader Graham Alcorn, 88-1033.

NATIVE PLANT DAY FOR BEGINNERS.

Saturday October 30™, at Conservation Hut, Valley of Waters, 11am. Demonstration of techniques
for growing native seed and striking cuttings by Jill Dark and Winsome Gregory, who will also
identify native plants and flowers during an afternoon ramble in the Reserve.

SPRING SALE OF NATIVE PLANTS will be held same day, 10am to 3pm at the Hut.

FILM — “A CURIOUS AND DIVERSE FLORA” will be shown in a Public Hall in Katoomba in mid-
October as part of the Year of the Tree Activities. Watch for this fine film.

LAND PRESERVATION FUND COMMITTEE REPORT.

A good time and good food were enjoyed by all at the barbeque in the Hut on 8t June and the
Fund gained $95.00.

The Committee is at present investigation more land as the block selected on Jamison Creek was
withdrawn from sale.

SOME COMMENTS ON COMING WALKS :-

Please omit all reference to Warragamba Dam from the walk set down for September. A
Preliminary walk through by K S and L J, has convinced them that time would make it too
pressurised. However, the afore mentioned gents are most enthusiastic about the beauties of
Erskine Creek reached by a % hours walk from where we leave the cars.



Broad sandy beaches, colourful cliffs, immense fallen boulders and splendid specimens of
angophoras combine to make the spot one of the nicest we have visited.

Mt. Twiss is our destination for October. It is reached by driving Dawes Ridge which runs northward
to the Grose from a turn off between Woodford and Linden. Shortly after the turn off, the bad
condition of the road will force us to walk about two miles. The way is relatively flat and crosses
large expanses of rock. We saw no carvings but near rainwater pools we saw numerous parallel
grooves where we presume the aborigines sharpened their various stone implements. There
should be quite a good showing of wild flowers judging by the variety of budding bushes seen.

Mt Twiss itself is not very conspicuous but it is most interesting historically for it is the most
westerly point reached by Lieutenant Dawes and his party in 1789. He was on direct course to Mt
Hay from Emu Plains and he crossed the very causeway which was followed successfully by
Blaxland, Lawson and Wentworth, twenty five years later. From Mt. Twiss we can look over the
fearsome country towards Mt Hay and perhaps conjure up the feelings deterred Dawes from
continuing westward. An easy walk.

For November we re visit Blue Mountains trig which is reached by following Lawson Fire trail, one
ridge west of last month’s walk. We leave the Highway & go north between Lawson & Hazelbrook.
The road soon packs up & the rest of the journey is by foot through healthy upland and unmarked
after we reach the summit. We meet the trail again, lunch & return along the road. Flowers, flat
rock slabs & vast views of wilderness are the drawcards for this walk. The walk out will be about 2
1/2 hours, and the return 2 hours. - Mainly flat.

RECENT WALKS.

Since the last Newsletter the following walks have been done:-

May 1%. Faulconbridge to Springwood drew 14 walkers. Sassafrass Creek drains the southern &
thus shady side of the main ridge. The vegetation we saw was a striking contrast to that which we
normally see on the plateau. Incidentally, the name Sassafras is a name loosely bestowed on
several rain forest trees which have a fragrance similar to North American Sassafrass. Along this
creek it is given to a tree named Doryphora sassafrass. “Australian Rain-forest Trees”. W D Francis
writes of it....”In NSW it is found in scrubs or bush from near the Victorian border on the south, to
the Queensland border on the north.”...” for general indoor purposes such as lining flooring etc.”...
According to Mr J H Maiden it is rarely touched by white ants.”

June 5. Walk — Thirteen people gathered for the walk down Kedumba Pass and lunched at the
Kedumba Creek crossing — a slow walk of two hours.

All but three decided to walk through to Echo Point — a decision later thought by many to be
against their better judgement as tired legs and palpitating hearts took their toll.

However, the agony gave way to ecstasy when the Giant Stairway was conquered and the route of
their long march triumphantly surveyed.

This recalled the magnificent stands of tall timber, the towering crags, the calls of the lyre birds and
the dominating presence of the bush.



The majority covered the distance from Kedumba Crossing to the top of Echo Point in
approximately 3 % hours.

HISTORICAL FOOTNOTE:- The present road into valley follows the approximate line of what was
known as the Goat Track. Cedar getters and early settlers used this for it was the only access path
into Kedumba Valley. Cedar Creek and Cedar Ridge located to the south of Mt Solitary recall the
first industry of the area. The only outlet for the cedar logs was by the way of the Cox’s River.

A deeper appreciation of our easy life style wells up when one considers the social forces which
made settlement in the valley feasible. And it is not long ago. A woman recalled before her recent
death, having seen when a child, Mrs Maxwell riding a horse with a pack horse in tow to get
supplies from shops at Wentworth Falls, a journey made by way of the Goat Track.

“Kedumba” incidentally is said to be the aboriginal for falling water. Katoomba is a corruption of
this word. (Information provided by our tame historian, Mindah Duvollett & from Bushwalking in
the Blue Mountain, Greg Powell.)

Rachel Makinson reports on the July walk as follows: “We (32 souls) went down the Zig Zag to
Charles Johnson'’s place, ‘Urrimbirra’ in Kanimbla Valley near little Hartley. The Little Zig Zag is an
old stock route, very well made and in good condition. It is about 125 years old. Charles, with sons
Andrew & Hugh met us halfway down & conducted us to his home where we had a barbeque. On
the way he showed us his rain jet pump, fully automatic & water powered. Its design dates back to
the 18t century.

The party was fascinated by the blending of the house and surrounding native shrubs with the
local environment. One particularly attractive shrub was Grevillea jenkensii.

After lunch most of us climbed back up. Our thanks to Charles & the boys for a pleasant day.

LAND USE COMMITTEE REPORT.

In an effort to acquaint members with what goes on behind the scenes the Land Use Committee
brings notice their recently submitted comments on the BMCC’s “Report on the Management of
Jamieson Creek Catchment Area”.

The objectives of the Report are:-

(a) To ensure all practical steps are taken to protect the habitat of the rare & endangered plant
Microstrobes fitzgeraldi by reducing pollution & siltation of the Jamieson Creek and by maintaining
regular natural water supply to the Wentworth Falls.

(b) To restore & protect items of historical significance in the precinct, particularly Darwins
Pathway & the site of ‘Weatherboard.

(c) Establish & promote the recreational potential & develop facilities for the enjoyment by the
public of the environs of the Jamieson Creek.

The plans to implement the above objectives revealed a very sound appreciation of the problems
facing the welfare of the Creek.

However after deliberations with the “old hands” who have worked for years on these issues the
Land use Committee passed on comments to the BMCC which could be quite helpful.



Our thanks go to Nancy Douglas, Beryl Cooley, Winsome Gregory, Isobel Bowden for their
suggestion & to June Blick for typing.

A copy of the Council’s report & our Comments has been placed in the library.

Please read it, for it deals with a major local issue.

WHAT IS IT?
Does anyone know what
this little insect is? It
is the size of a house-fly,
with a silky tuft in its
tail.
| saw a drift of them
at Anvil Rock, Blackheath,
in June.
-Grace Bayley.

THURSDAY WALKS ARE GREAT.

One of the month’s highlights for me is the walk on the third Thursday. The one in June was just a
short ramble from where we left the cars on the Mt Hay trail. There were only about 10 of us there
and after ambling along in the warm sunshine along the bush track and then down the prickly
curve to the brim of the gorge, we sat and gazed down into the Grose Valley to the enormous
treeferns and waterfalls and pools, or across to the Fortress and Evan’s Lookout and Govett’s Leap
over there in the shadow, or up to the eagles.

Later most of us went on a little for a bonus ramble on the little “Flat Top”.

In July, the people from “higher up” awoke to rain and this dampened their enthusiasm. However,
here in Lawson, it was quite fine, so those who did venture to join the walk from Adelina Falls,
below Lawson Golf Course, were pleasantly surprised. This little valley was completely burnt out in
1977, and some of the marvellous trees are dead, but it is amazing how the ferns and trees have
recovered. There are six waterfalls in this short walk and it is a great place for children to enjoy
themselves.

Grace Bayley.

(IHustration of Fortress View)

AN APPEAL FOR COUNCIL LISTENERS.

June Blick has kindley agreed to take over the job of roster clerk. She will arrange with volunteers,
dates on which they will attend Committee & Council meetings. Unfortunately, she has not many
volunteers on her list and the task has fallen repeatedly on the same, as yet uncomplaining
members.



The idea is that the listeners report back to June any council business which would have an impact
on our environment. It is not as deadly dull as one might imagine, for all sorts of gossip and
snippets come forth & we see our representatives at their best or worst.

And there’s a cup of tea & tasty sandwiches & a chat with the great at the end of the performance.

Do ring June, 88-1051 and offer your services.

POLLUTION.

It has come to our notice from a most authoritative source that most of the pollution in mountain

streams is caused by leaking sewer lines.

We learn that the Sewerage & Water Board normally repair fairly promptly such leaks. So — it is up
to us.

The management committee would be pleased to hear of any obvious sewer leaks or smelly areas.

AUGUST MEETING TO DECIDE POLICY.

Our Land Use Committee has submitted the following policy points to be discussed and decided
upon at our August meeting. Please study them carefully before the meeting and come prepared
to amend, reject or endorse as you see fit. Members are also welcome, of course, to advance
further points:-

AlM — TO PRESERVE THE NATURAL BEAUTY OF THE BLUE MOUNTAINS.

POLICY GUIDELINES TO ENSURE THE ABOVE:

. Face the concept of a ceiling population with all this entails.

. Have all remaining CROWN LAND in the Blue Mountains set aside for public recreation use.

. Develop and enforce the reality of Separate towns separated by bushland.

. Work towards having all “critical land” absorbed into the National Parks.

. Work towards the purification of all mountain streams.

. Enforce the cessation of all development on escarpments.

. Prohibit any further land subdivision.

. Oppose any building permits without sewerage connection — no more septic tanks, at least
outside 200 metres from a creek.

9. Restrict industrial development to service industries only, and perhaps light.

10. Enforce prohibition of all building on steep slopes, because of erosion & swamp destruction
problems.

11. Maintenance of all existing walking tracks, and consideration of extensions.

12. Development of level area bush walks suitable for the elderly and handicapped.

13. Have push bike tracks incorporated into all new road development, and wherever possible
alongside existing roads.

14. Have council extend its guide lines for dwellings adjacent to reserves, to cover all buildings.
Council to have an advice section with guide lines for all new home builders, so that future homes
will fit into the environment.
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15. Enforce the tree preservation order.

16. Restrictions on the sinking of bores until research gives facts as to their effect on water table
levels.

17. Build in and/or retain impediments in roads alternative to the Great Western Hwy (eg.
Wentworth Falls railway bridge), to prevent becoming second speedways.

18. Work towards having Governments consider upgrading the Bells Line Road for through western
traffic — perhaps an expressway. This infers complete opposition to a third road corridor.

19. Work towards having the Blue Mountains classed as a World Heritage area, as sacrosanct as
the Great Barrier Reef.

20. That people be discouraged from bringing hooved animals to the Mountains, because of the
friable nature of the soil.

21. Discourage destruction of swamplands.

22. Ensure all planning & development is subservient to the preservation of all water catchment
areas.

23. Rezoning to gain protection of all mountain streams.

24. Rezoning to ensure maximum preservation of views from train.

CONSERVATION PUBLICATIONS.

Our Society receives a number of publications produced by conservation and scientific groups.
These publications contain a wealth of information and enable the reader to keep abreast of
activities and developments in the environmental scene.

Major publications have now been assembled into binders which will be available from the
Librarian. Newsletters and minor publications have also been assembled into binders and these are
available for loan or reading in the Hut.

Members are encouraged to take advantage of this facility — informed conservationists are more
effective conservationists.

It is anticipated that articles of interest in current issues will be reported to members at monthly
meetings.

PUBLICATIONS AVAILABLE FROM THE LIBRARY.

. Journal of the National Parks Association — Sept, 73 — Present (IMPF)

. ECOS — Magazine of CSSIRO August 1974 — Present (IMPF)

. HABITAT (Magazine of Australian Conservation Foundation) June 1973 — Present (IMPF)

. National Trust Magazine — September 79 — Present (No 10 not available).

. Australian Plants 1963 — Present — (IMPF)

. Native Plants July 1980 — Present (IMPF)

. Wildlife Research News — March 71 — Present (IMPF)

. Worl Wildlife Fund — Annual Report 1981 — 1982.

. Wildlife in Australia — Magazine of Wildlife Pres. Soc. Of Queensland. March 1971 — December
1980 (IMPF)
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PUBLICATIONS AVAILABLE IN THE HUT OR FOR LOAN.

. Newsletter of the Total Environment Centre.

. Newsletter of the Australian Conservation Foundation.

. Newsletter of the Blue Mountains Conservation Society.

. Newsletter of the World Wildlife Fund.

. Newsletter of Society for Growing Australian Plants.

. Bulletin of the Colong Committee.

. Newsletter of the Native Conservation Council of NSW.

. Newsletter of the Environment Centre of NSW.

. “Moonbi” — Newsletter of the Frazer Island Defendless Organisation Ltd.
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(IMPF) — COLLECTION IS NOT COMPLETE AS SOME ISSUES ARE MISSING.

“When you, gentlemen, first got your estates your ground was well furnished with beautiful shrubs.
You ignorantly set the murderous hoe and grubbing axe to work to destroy them, and the ground
that had been full of luxurious verdure was laid bare and desolate...”

(Cherish the Earth, Beatrice Bligh)

This was written in 1834 in Sydney by Thomas Shepherd, Australia’s first garden-architect. What a
pity that it still applies today.
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