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Price ?0¢. 

[ciitor; R.it, Alcorn, i(> Rutland Road, riedlov. l.:ath. 

CC,i'ilt-:G Hr.:ETlt'GS; AT w:::. co;,;srnvAT!OP t;ur, \tf\LLLY or~ n:E •iATUtS RESLRVE, 
VALL[Y f;CP,D; \/C;m-:o~:TL FALLS' 

Friday, September ;O, 8.00 i::,.r.·,~- - Members' nisht. [ring a feN of your 
favourite slides. 

Friday, October~~. ~.00 p.m. Refer to local papers for details. 

£:.J.921'...!. i,ovember 25, S,00 P•.::'· - ;-tefer to local papers for details. 

n;rnL I~ NG t'tEET I ;l(; I i--1 uECi:MeCR. 

October 1: Lyle Davis. Ph. 59-1877: Mt. Tomah to Station Rock (where 
Caley ipent a few days rest in 1804 during his attempted crossing of 
the.Mountains). A walk of variety - historical, botanical and magnificent 
views of the Grose. fJry heathlan,•s, 1-iet scleropbyl l and rain forest. 
Short but a bit roughish. i-.\eet at Mt. Tonah parkin£ and picnic area 
at 10 a.m, 

XJ9vember 5: Ceverley Thompson ~ Ph. 57 -2i;7L Glow \ 1orrn Tunnel - an 
impressive underground galaxy in an old railway tunnel along which 
kerosene shale ~<1as transported from r~ewnes. ['.ring torches .1nJ water­
proof l.,;oots. ;-ieet at turn off to re--afforestation camp ~-.,hich turns 
right from ~ells Line of Road - 10.00 a.m. 

DecemLer :3: Xr.:as Dar-:; ·Q and cl iffside strcl 1. 
~tu ils-i n i..\ovembe r newsletter. 

COii I iiG 1-!ALKS •• 1\ ! D-MO!ffi:L Y; 

September 15: Lloyd Jones (Pin. 57-2270~. Inspiration Point •• f'loya Point -
--1athedra1 Point. Ge familiar with the current local problem• easy stroll. 

rleet at the fut 10 a. m. 

October 20: Jill Dark Fh. 5G-70(,1 - i:,irphy's Glen. An easy walk with 
botanisi"ng. Meet at WoodforC: Railway Station 10 2 .. m. 

t~vember 17: Keith Sherlock Ph. ~7-~527. An unusual corner of Kings 
Tableland··- behind the radio musts~ a wiJ,_;erness feeling - easy 
stroll. Meet behind the firown 1;orse Cafe .located at corner of 
f!ighway and Tablelands noad, ~ientwcrth falls. 10 a.m. 

S T O f' P R E S S 

Vith the number of conservation issues facing concerned residents 
living ir. the Blu,,. r~ountains, •1 our Society has decided tl• conduct a '·Meet 
the CanciiC:ates•' of )ards 1 and 2. ibis meeting wili be: held at ~er·riwa Street 
?ublic School in Katcomba en Saturday 17th September_ 1;G3 from 3.00 to 
:;.00 p.m. 

Come along and hear what the cand)datus have to say. 

--- ·oOo • -
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ILL~ESS OF SOCl~TY'S PRESIDENT 

.-!embers will be sorry to hear thc:t our President, Graham Alcorn, has 
been out of action with a long illness in Katoornba Hospital. 

t~ came out Tuesd3y, 9th August, and will be convalescing for several 
weeks in Sydney. 

We feel sure that Society Members will wish Graham a speedy recovery. 
His wise leadership has been sorely missed by our Society. 

APf'EAL FOR VOLUl'lTEEriS TO HELP AT ''Tr:E 1-!GT", 

[ach year 6ur Society gi0es large donations to other conserv~tion groups 
to help them preserve our ~ational Heritage, Last year the Society donated 
approximately ~9G9 to approved organisations. 

The bulk of this money comes from S<)]es at our !:ut. Over the years the 
number of visitors to the Hut has increased enormously, making it almost 
impossible for only one person to cope with serving them all. ~ie therefore 
feel we need more people to help with hut duty, so we can have two people on 
at all times. if you can spare one day every t\vO mpnths, or even less fre-
quent]~, 'Pl~as~ phone teverley,Thompson on 57-2076., • 

This work' 'is,not arduous and involves rnakin'.) cups of tea anc;l serving 
sweets, ~tc: It is al~~ an opportunity to meet and ·speak with other interesting 
people. 

FLEAS[ HELP YOUR SOCIETY. 

VOLUiiTErn REQU l f~[i) TO TAKE OVER ORDER I r'.G 0F HUT SUPF'L ! ES 

Our Socie.ty also ,H:eds someone to take on the duties of ,ordering goods 
for sale at the Hut such as Soft Drinks, Sweets, etc. , 

This simply involves a phone call to the \.·Jholesaler every three weeks 
er so. This job ·,ould be easy for someone i,n the \•ientworth Falls ,or adjacent 
areas. 

If you are in a position to help, r,,1ease ring the Treasurer for full 
details on 87-7139, 

SOME GLE,'\i'WJGS FROM REl\DINGS 01; CALL';~ (See Octobe1· v-1aik for details). 

NOTE: Two basic books on the Mountains -
i) 'Exploring the Lluc Mountains". - Hungerford & Donald Approx. ~S.00 
ii) '·Uush\-.Jcilking in the Ulue Mountains·.-· Greg Pov,ell. Approx. ~;10.00. 

GEOF\GE C;\LEY, 1770.,101'.;': This makes hir.·, 31;. years of age when he did his journey. 
corn in Yorkshire - sc:-'n of a horse dealer .. dissatisfied with his lot, he studied 
botany and was eventually sent out to ~cw South tales by iianks to collect natural 
history specimens - said to be a ''difficult·' r.1an to get on ·with, but conscientious. 
On his journey which ccr,:i'r.enced at !<urrajong Heights on :,over,1ber 3, he was accom­
panied by three ticket··of-leave men .. they travel lee! by foot ancJ carried 
1t;S-•3/i, lbs. bet\<:<.:en them •• he reached as frr as Mt. r~nks and was c!isr1ayed by 
the si~ht of the rugged Grose Valley and returned to ParraFlatta which he reached 
on November 23 - he left the Colony in 1610 with Governor Bligh. 



SOCIETY FI Gt.TS TO PRESU\lil:. ESCARP/·H ;;T Oi•J LEU;.;A GOLF COURSr. 

·,, 
As members wil:1 knm,1 the greatest issue facins,, c.onservation1sts on the 

blue Mountains at the moment is the proposal to b·uj Id a ::;25M Resort Centre on part 
of the lower nine holes of Leura Golf Course. 

This has involved your Management Committee and fiembers of the Society 
in Special Meetings, and the preparation of.articles for the i:ewspapers, mainly 
prepared by your President, Graham Alcorn as well as·~ detailed submission, a 
co~y of which is reproduced in this ~ewsletter. 

The front page story as repor_ted by ''The olqe Mountains Gazette'; dated 10th August, 
1953 reports ;·· 

1
' ltffENSE I NTi:REST ! 1-l Rf.SORT !lEAR I f.lG, 

reoplc vied for limited seating, crouched on the floor, or stood in 
aisles,. as they squeezed in to the [; i ue Mount 2: ins City Council Chambers 
for the opening of the public hearing on the Leura resort Froposal, 
last Frid~y, August~-

The hearing, which had ~ntered its fourth day when the Gazette weni to 
press, attracted a wide variety of groups, with people queuing for more 
than 20 minutes to be recorded as s;:,eakers.· (In actual fact, it i,;ould 
have been closer to an hour). 

The Gazette further went on to report that:-

;'As well, Counci 1 has previ-ously received submissions requesting that an 
inquiry be held under section Ge of the State ~nvironmental Planning and 
;.'\ssessment ,'\ct. The hearin9 i,s being_conducted by c;ommis_sicner, Mr. Bill 
Simpson, \'/ho 1r✓as api:-,o in ted by the Governor of !·!. S. \:, 

in his opening statement to the capacity filled room, fr. Simpson stressed 
that he had no connection with the State Depa(tMent of Environ□ent and 
Planning, council groups or those presenting submissions either for or 
against the resort proposal at the hearing. 

!-le added that he had studied documents relevant to the proposal, inciu·· 
ding ::JO of the li00 submissions made during the public display of plans. 

Mr. Simpson said speakers would not be under oath, but he may choose 
to ask them questions. :Jo one else \vould be allm-.red to -cross-examine. 

The hearing would also incbcie an inspection of the resort site and Mr. 
Simpson would be required to pr~sent a report to Blue Mountains City 
Council once he had heard ali sub;dssions.'· 

The Gazette went on to report that:-

i;Due to the number of submissions made, Mr. Simpson has ·to,ld Council that 
he will not be able to cornplete his report as intended for a special. 
meeting of Council on Thursday, August 11. 

During the he&ring on Monday, the Mayor, Ald. Q~lrk was asked to expl~!n 
Council's involvi!ment in sho11-1ing the developers the Leura and alternative 
sites f9r the proposed resort.'' 

\!c: await with interest the Cor.1miss'ioner's Report. 

fteprinted with kind perrission of the Cditor, l'-lue Mountains Gazette. 

The following submlssion was made to the i'.lue Mountains City CounciL­

SUU\IS$10;.: TO Tl'C tL~E MOUl·J.TAli"S CITY COiJ!iCIL 
on p~ci,{ifCsID T;?5FflREi·JCE CE?TfU.: o;~ L LUEA ~.OLF (!,i.J~t t:. 

The Upper l'lue Mountains Cor:servation Society mckes the follovJin,; submission 
in response to the Blue Mountains City Council's aovertisement on 22nd June, 

1SG3~ 



(Cont.) 

The Society is of the optnton that the issues raised in this submission are of 
such signiflcance that they should be the subject of a public hearing before the 
Council detides ~hether the Local lnvironment Flan No. 4 should be var!~d. ~e 
request a hearing under Section C~ (1) (a) of the Environmental Planning & 
Assessment Act, 1?79, 

• ' 

The follovdng ar1.; the Society's gr,)unds for objection to th," proposed deveJ.:,pment:-

1) Despoilation cf the escarpment ,Jhich is listed in the !-lationai Estate. 

2) Intrusion cf development into Res8rved Open Space. 

Loss of recreation and buffer land hy rezoning. 

4) Tra0e-off of cur herita3e for lotal employment which cannot be 
guaranteeC,. 

5) Inadequacy of the i,ex.us [n,1ironmental Report. 

i) Fire Janger to the development with the resultant pressure for hazard 
reduction of adjacent bushland. 

7) The about-face attitude of COLincil tm,c;rds escarpment preservation. 

\.'e dra\•J attention t0 Section 4.7.., pa9e 4,;, of th;) 1-lexus Environmental Report, 
which states that the Glue Mountains ~ational Par~ and the south facing escarp­
ments which border the Jamieson and Kedumba Valleys have been listed by the 
/\ustral ian flerita~e Cor,,mission as part of the '.2,tio;;c11 !:.state. The [,Jue Mountains 
r;ational Fark is shewn in the Cornmissic,n's 1]'.:i1 Report as an example under 
Criteti<l 1:0. 6 1 (i ,e, Jl,,esthetic • nutstandin~ i-!a::ural or mar,-lnfiuenced 
Landscapes), along with three other cxanples w~ich are -

- Port Car;pLc,Jl ;:ational Par! 
- South Yest Tasmania 

The ~reat Barrier Reef 

The iast t,vo parks, of course; arc \.lorld !leritcige t'.\reas. The 1ist1ns of the 
!slue Mountains :fationai Park as part of the :Jatlonal [state was u;;on the 
recommendation of the Slue ~fount;~lns City Council. \~hilst this listing limits 
the activitiP.s in thE: ,:'.rea of Commom,;e,,lth authorities onl··:, it nevertheless "---
ir,1pl ies a moral obl igotion on all planning bodies, 

\!ithout doubt, the cliffs and escarpments of the Blue Mountains ar~·the features 
,,hich Jive the region its distinctive cha,:;Gter and vmrld renown~d aopeal as a 
natural scenic resource. 

Like the seashores~ these areas should belong to the public, and no development 
should be allm..,ied to interfere v!ith their natur;_1l character. To even consider 
siting a $2S million. hiah-fntensitv development en this crominent part of our 
i.ational i-ic.ritage sc;ms to us to be· entirely unacceptable· both ecologically and 
rr.oral ly. 

\le are appalled that the Departrn<::nt of f"lanning and Environment has informed 
Council that z Local Environmental rtudy is nnt required for this $25 8ill ion 
project and we intend to seek legal advice in this ~atter. 

f.m ever. \-.'orse aspt,ct is thc:t'the site is ::art of a tongue of land which 
intrudes into public r2servcs, and is surrounded ~n three sldes by historic 
ric;ticn<Ji scenic reserves which date beck to tie L%t century. Eack ln l_'t=,:~ 
when the lower nine holes were formecl, our Society protested vigorously against 
the granting of a portion of the Valley of the Vaters Reserve to the Golf Club, 
on an exchange basis. 

However, at least th8 land is zoned Privat~ Recreation and with this limited 
land use, it acts as a buffer Letween the settlement and the reserves. 
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To place any tourist hotel development on this tongue of land must have a drastic 
effect on the ecology of the reserves. But to place on this site a development 
so much larger than any existing in the ~Jue Mountains must multiply the problem 
three, fcur or more· ti mes. 

The aptly named ''lfal iey of the ',foters has been used by the public for natural 
recreation for at least one hundred years. It is undoubtedly one of the most 
pristine and beautiful of all Clue Mountains reserves, and lts main features are 
its streams, pools an6 waterfalls and a larre stand of Cool-Temperate to ~arm­
Temperatc: raini'orest which extends ~vesn1ard under the cliffs. This is the 
largest stand of rainfor~st which has not suffered interference below the 
southern escarpment. it is p2rticularly important th.1t it should be preserved. 

The proposed resort is sited on a ridge overlooking and draining into the Valley 
of the iJaters nd into :iiadstone P2iss Valley. The effect on th(:; hydrology of 
this \-Jonderful reserve of a tourist reserve covering 3.1:- hectares and catering 
for up to JOO people will be disastrous. 

Even the ;,exus [nvironmental Report admits that siltation <luring construction 
is goine to be a problem, and that it is not possible tc construct an adequate 
trap to stop oil from car parking areas contamln3tlng streams. 

This report also admits that the pressure on surroundinc bushland reserves and 
tracks from a concentration of up· to 900 people could b; deleterious and make~ 
the outrageous sug(;estion that the bush, and even some of the tracks, be fenced 
off! 

The question of land disturbance, tree removal, siltation anu other ecological 
disturbance arising from the reorgan i sa;:: ion of the l Ol"ve r nine holes of th0 golf 
course is not even dealt with. This could have quite a considerable effect on 
the environment. 

CL.C./JGE OF ZOii lilG: 

One of the freat problems facing the ~lue Mountains City Council Town Planners 
is the heritage of t~e unplanned past where there 1s already far too much 
alienated land. 

As recently as January, 1982, the Slue !1ountains City Council rejected r, Leura 
Golf Club a~p!ication to rezone four acres of recreaticn Jan~ in St. Georges 
Road for a residential subdivision. At the time, the Tmtn Planner stated ::There 
is no shortage of residentially-zoned land that ·,,iould 1-.arrant a revie\~ of the 
zoning of this land,' This stc:,tement, and the Council decision or. this app11-
catlon, is equally valid for the present one. 

! t is a matter of some concern that the i•!exus Envi ronrnenta l Consul tan ts ,:ere 
not ~sked to evaluate aiternate sites, and it s~ems to us to be an irres~onsible 
action by Blue Mountains City Council to cffer the developer a site zoned for 
recreation. 

it is of interest also to note the historic degeneration of the zoning. r1rst, 
in ~968, the land is taken frow the long establis~ed public Valley of the Waters 
reserve, rezoned ?rivate Recreation and edded to the Leura Golf Course. This 
resulted in the walking track to Inspiration Point belGg cut off. 

Now it is proposed that 35: of the Frivate Recreation zoneci ar_a be rezoned to 
allow the construction of a huge tourist hotel. The State Conservation Movement 
is gravely concerned at the general trend in recent years to e~t into recreation 
reserves. 

CREATlO~ OF EMPLOYMENT. 

Publicity in favour cf the development str<;sses the amount of employment which 
will be created. !f another site were chosen, obviously the same amount of 
employment opportunity would be createJ. The Implication, therefore, is that 
the developers will not proceed unless they are offered this favourable site 
on the esc.:irpment. 

If this ls accepted, a very, very unfortur.iate .:rnd untenable precedent would be 
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set, i.e. iet us trnde o..:r herit 0igc, and 0J iJcrt of the nationcl M:d ~vorld heritage, 
for local employment which cennot be guaranteed. 

EliV 1 ROWtEli'T!\L REPORT: 

ThC:: report prepared ir, thrnE> ;,1eeks by Ee;rns Environmental Studies Pty. Ltd. is 
not concerned with whether the 1·esort should ~e permitted on the proposed site, 
but with finding wnys to justify the development applic2tion being granted. 

"(his does net seer~ to be the f.Jul<: of ilexus i.nvironi:1er:tai Studies Pty. Ltd. flr. 
Andrews, the ,1,3naser, 1s quoted in the !'1ue r1our.trJins Gazette~ June ::9, Page 1~ 
as saying: "The report restricted recommendetions to an outl in,~ of measures 
required to mltis;cite possible impact of the development.'; 

It appears to be a '·ye~ rr:,rnH report, corr.m rs s i oned by u Counci 1 1-ih i ch has a 1 ready 
made up its mlnd thr.;t the schd,~e is to go aheaC:. ihe Council is therefore no;,; 
seeking puLl le justification for the abandonment of its environmental policies 
and pL:inning principles. Has the' red c:irrr.::t'' been rolled out for the developer? 

F ! RE HAZAR.D: 

Council is fully ,?.W,-:,<i:! of the uanger of d~~velcpment in naturc1l areas cilong 
ridge tops. For this r~Ason, the prnpcsed site is unacceptable. In addition, 
we believe th.:,t the south-\/c::;t µart of the bl!ildin9 ,·,culd be on a slope greater 
than 1 in 6; which Is greater than th~t recommended by fire ~uthorltles. 

Construction 0-f the hotel cou1d lead to the .:,1•,•ners demc:rnding hazard reduction 
in the adjoinin£ bush to the south, thus adding mor"' pressL1ri.: to the natural 
envi ro:,r.ient. 

p:,.q RUE MOL;;iT,1\ir;S CIT'( COUl·iCil_ ,;CT!O;-:S J:1';D P0LICiES: 

Our Society has rep;r~E:ti;.d]y advocnted th.-::,t,, in vie,,; of the national scenic impor­
t::ince of the >'Jue •''.ount,,ins, St.:;te ;_;nc FE,Ger,'>l fLrnding v:2s needed to protect 
the environment. The only F derril t:overnment vihich has r1ade 2 significant con­
tribution in this reg.3;--J i:,;,s the \!hitiar.; Gov~irnrnent, throush their Department 
of Regional and Urb2n Dcvclop~cnt. 

Signlfic~ntly, a large p2rt of this mJn~y granted to acquir2 environmentally 
sensitive land was s~ent by thP ~luc Mcunt~ins City Council on buying land on 
the •3Scar:_:iment sid.;; of th2 Ciiff Drive; Katco;nbc:i and adding it to the c1dj;:icent 
scenic reserve. In this vPy Siivt·:r Mist, ne1'1r Echo P0int, W,-!S bought and turr.ed 
into a pleas3nt, restful ~icnic Grea. An earlier development application for n 
motel on the Silver t'lst site \-ms rejsctcd l,y the Clue rount2ins -~:icy Council 
follovJing protests by residents, 

fo,lso, during this period,, considerable ~;rc,nt money wns spent on environr.iental 
studies and reports in connection with the formulation of the Town Plan. Out 
of these aroi~·the lS76 State~ent of Objectives whicl1, under Policy 6, Action 
Priorities A & C, cie0ls specifi:2lly with the need for escarpment preservation. 

More specific is the Llue Mcuntains City Cncncil Commission Mo.¼ on Critic2l 
[nvironment0l Areas Prcp~reJ by Urban Systens Corporatior1 in 1975-

This report states~ on page 3:-

:~Lar:?e ur:.::as cf the Hountnins are rugged:, diverse, ni.ltural 
bushland l~ndsc□p~s~ 1·t1ese ~reas form the basis of what 
are probably the b~st kncwn scenic mount~in landscapes in 
Austrniia. These escurpments an,: bushland valieys and 

, streams are the ct1ief compor1ents of tt1is environment.~· 

All of these last named components in the Area will ~L affected by the 
deve 1 opmen t. 

On page 20, under the he,1ding I Coundl !~cquisitions'·, the report states:-

1JOf p.nrticulur concern 2re t:,nse ""°"!3carpm:~nt c.·.rcas v-11:ich are not 
aclj<'.::cent to the.:. ;:atlon~l P2:'.·.s re:..rr2n~ed boundaries, \-Jhich 
coul<l be used for r2cr-e2,:.ion 1,ui-poses,. {lookouts, picnics, etc.). 
P1 bc:!nd of o~~:n spJce. should strl~cch a!')n~· 011 :~ortliern L1nd 
soutr1e:n_ cscvr:.1:01P.n: :-;r,..;;-·s ........ 211 ,3sc.2r::r,:ents not sL:i ted to 
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ilational Pc~rk inclusion should be considered for purchase 
'by Counc i 1.' 

In this case of course, the Council is not confronted with the difficult problem 
of rc:.ising funds to purchase the ascarpr:1ent for its ;:,.-eser:.vation. The land is 
alre.ndy zoned Open ::p[lce, ?rivate Recreation .. In accord \•/ith t:h~ above policies 
and precedents, Council should reject any proposals to chon~e the zoninc. . , • '.. ~ 

The Upper Blue Mo~ntalns Conservation ~ociety earnestly appeals to Ccuncil to very 
seriously reconsiuer the conseque11ces of al lowinc; a huge cieveloprr-ent on such 
environmentaily sensitive lcind. 

VJe will iive to regret it if undesircble developrient::; 0re ~ermitted to take place 
in er it i cal ,env i ronm~nt,;;,l "!mes. 

',Je repeat our request for a Publ i-::: He2,rin9 uhder '.;ection 66 (1) (2) of the 
Environmental Pla.ining & Assessment /..ct, l'.,79. 

• (Signed) Gr,:1har.1 ,'\lcorn, 
PR~·.S ! D!:JH. 

In r:: letter to ou, 5ocie.ty, our Patron voiced h·ls concern: 

''You are obviously aware that I ~m very interested in the trends of 
Local GovernMent and the environment, c.1nd your problriri wtth ihe Le~ra tolf Course 
Tourist Resort Proposal, is 2 cl:;ssical ex,~mple . 

.::im ,)lso con(;erned. about the 1•1oy in l'lhich the Gep2rtr.;er,t of Er.vironMent 
and flanning lets Councils off the hook i·lith environn,ent,:'ll studiE'.::s pursuant to 
Locul Lnvironmental Pli.,ns. i 1voulcl be plensed to knm·J if your ~ociety mukes ,Jny 
progress 1,.r!th its 2.ttempts to cbtrdn legal advice on this matter. There is no 

• doubt th,1t,.th:3 ::•.E.!. plays to t;he ,:eveioper L::r too ofter.. 

i iln sorne,1h,;t st:rprised to knm, that you ure having so much trouble with 
your Coun:il. You might rememG~r that when I visited you some time ago ~nd spoke 
~ta ~eeting, the new nlue Mountains City Council WAS just about t2kinr up office 
and three al d"'rr.:en ottended tbe r,K~et i ng. I got the impress ion that you were to 
have plenty of sympathy from an understanding Cmmcil. •,;asn't' there some talk 
of appointing e:in ~nvironmental expert cs a mtrnber of the staff? \Jhat has gone 
\vrong? 

There Is no doubt that consultants are a waste of time. They alwa~s attempt 
to justify the develo::,rner1t of the client and I see no solution to this untl 1 there 
is established, a bank of approved priv<~te consultants. Ve also need public 
funding so that the financially 1ir,1ited c,,rn so to court. l't is stupid to provide 
;

1standing;: for nl 1 and sundry ana then expect the paup1.:.rs to find the money for 
the leGal beagles. 

Al 1 strength to your cause ,Jnd many thanks for ren:embering me. 

Your sincerely, 

(Signed) Allen A~ Strom. 

A FURTHER CRIEF REPORT OF S011E ClF n:E r~CT!V!TlES OF OL,R SOCIETY. OVER_·I~E f!_l'iT 
SIX MOi:TiiS, 

In the Febrw::ry issue of our !'!ev:sletter, your iknc::(!emer.t Ccrnmitt:!e decided to 
include details of so1ce of the more important ,,mrk of th~ various committees of 
our Society. This vJas done so that ~1embers would ,be better informed as to our 
Society's activities and achievements. The following is a further listing of 
some of this 1,-1ork as v,1ell as dct,"ils of correspondence. 

* After receipt of a letter from rlr. Bob Debus 1 ~.P. and Member for the 
f.,iue i'.ount.:>ins reg,.rding Mediur1 i:iensity hcusi:1~ awl Surplus i;ublic Land, 
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a special meeting ~~as held. Further corn,sponcience with iir. Debus and Mr. 
Eric 6edford, Minister for Planning Dnd Environment has f~ileci to completely 
satisfy our Society, 

* As mentioried in our ~ewsletter No. 51, our submission regarding Crown Land 
at \fater'rJyrnphs t·e11, ifent1t1orth F<~lls, together with a most generous donation 
of ~djoi~lrig land by Soci~ty Member Len Symes has now been approved by the 
Minister•for Local Government and lands, fir. A.R.L. Garcon. A \•1onderful 
result! 

* A further submission put to rouncil on additional measures necessary to 
protect the whole of Water ~!ympt1s Dell catcl1ment area. 

Two special meetings conver.ed by the Colong Comr:iittee and held at the 14Hutn. 
The purpose of these meetings were to discuss Sand Mining, Environmental 
Survey, leura Conference/Resort Hotel and Heritage Study. The meetings 
11,ere attended by t:,e Lm ... er Slue Mountains Conservation Society, Friends 
of the Earth, the Colong Committee and, of course, our Society. 

,., ilemb~rs of yc;_ir n,.nagement Committee v,ere lnvited to attend a meeting at 
Council Chambers viith other interested groups to discuss a tieritage Study 
to be undertaken by Croft and Associates Fty. Ltd. on Lehalf of Council. 
1,<;e decided that Ol!r input 1-1ould be on esc;;rpments and endangered creek 
systems supp1'jing the major tourist \~aterfal ls. f,, Committee was formed 
and after sever~I meetings and a number of inspections, a detailed sub­
mission was fon,;arded. 

'" i:ur,ierous meetings have been he id to formulate Society Gui de l i nes. These 
are still in the course of discussion. 

* After a report reg~rding the dumping of tyres in the bush adjacent to the 
Slue Mountains .:ational P,:irk at L"lwson, an inspection was carried out and the 
report found to be correct. Council has been informed and are investigating. 

The Society has been involved in preparations for a proposed barbecue to be 
held at i,ewnes !']ate.Ju for some 200 celegates who ,'lill be attending the 
Australian Conservation Found2tion Conference at tlackhcath in Septern~er 
of this yL2r. 

A submissior, has been sent fully supporting Council 1 s p13ns for the 
preservation and r,rotectlon of Shipley Plateau. Council was commended for 
their in'itiative. 

A proµosai has been put to Council to build c;:;bins on l:ings T,1bleland P-.eserv~ 
Meetings have been attended and a submission lod~ed with Blue Mountains ~ity 
Council objecting to the proposal. 

A S[l[CT!ON OF A FEW OF OUR LEiTERS: 

* To land Criard Office offerino ~ssistance in the erection of signs, etc., 
cJlonf, the nsix root Track no reply h0s b<:en received. 

From c·ouncii thankin;; our Society for its support re the closure of the 
read to i'br 101--J i.;eck. 

F.om the i-Jature Conservntion Council regarding .-1 meeting to discuss Urban 
l:ush1and Management 2nd Fire Protection. 

* From the National Trust seeking t!,e Societv 1 s support in achieving the 
e,bjectives of the Trust Folicy Paper "da~Jkesbury •• :icpean River 6asir..'-

-;':: From the· t:ature Conservation Counci 1 askinc.,: for our support in seeking 
protection of valuable rainforest areas in the H~stin1s Valley and 
n~rri11gton Tl rs. 

-!, To the Clue Mountains City Council approving ir: principle the building 
of a conference centre on the old Chetcau t·J2pier site at l.eura. (Uot to 
be confusid with that proposed for Leura Golf Course). 



'--..__.,. 

Bsrbecue: On 24th May we had a very happy day desplte rather miserable weather 
i,/hich kept us confined to th,; fiut. Success v1as largeiy due to the delicious salads 
3nd biscuits provided and attrnctlvely arran£Ed by Beth Sherlock and to the skill 
of the barbecut!r, Keith Sherlock. Many thanks to both cf them. 

The resu1 t :,-12s contented custo,r.ers ,m1.i $70 ,-.dck~<l to the Fund. 

Ari OPPOP.H!i'>!!TY TP.U.E 1·dll be held in the ',ut over the next lone wee;...end 
(30th September-3rd Octo0er). Me~bers will hQve first choice ;t the Septe~ber 
Gener:,] Monthly ;1:c,etin-;;. i\arkite floninger is the organis,~r r,n...J would Jlke to 
hear from members v-;ho have goods to dor.ate (,.-hone: 57~1T1.:). 

Tli[ SPRHS, SALE OF MAT \If.: FLi\,ffS wil1 be held in the Hut on 2~)th and ;i.ith 
October from 10 .::.m. tc 3 f).m. 1\s usual, there •,;i 11 be an excel lent variety 
of plants suitable for the Slue ~ountains at very reasonable prices. 

On Seturdny, 2~)th (ktob,.c!r, at 11 a.r.1., Jill D;)rk wi11 give a talk concentrating 
on io•:al ;:,iants, for the benefit of grm'-lers and lovers of ni:ltive pL,nts. Jill 
is 2. K:!O\-.tle~,;geatle and popuL:ir speaker; members -nd friends are llrged to take 
this opportunity to leern □bout the plants they see around them in the local 
bush. 

---oOo·"·"· 



This version of the Newsletter was re-typed from the original by Phoebe Coster in September 2022 
to enable search engines to ‘see’ the text. Minor changes have been made to correct typographical 
errors and to add clarity. 

 
UPPER BLUE MOUNTAINS CONSERVATION SOCIETY LTD. 
NEWSLETTER NO 53 – AUGUST 1983 – Price 20 cents. 

 
Editor R. W. Alcorn. 45 Rutland Road, Medlow Bath. 
 
COMING MEETINGS:  AT THE CONSERVATION HUT, VALLEY OF THE WATERS RESERVE, VALLEY  
   ROAD, WENTWORTH FALLS. 
 
Friday September 30, 8.00 pm. - Members night. Bring a few of your favourite slides. 
 
Friday October 28, 8.00 pm. - Refer to local papers for details. 
 
Friday November 25, 8.00 pm. - Refer to local papers for details. 
 
THERE IS NO MEETING IN DECEMBER. 
 
COMING MONTHLY WALKS: 
 
October 1: Lyle Davis, Ph. 591877: Mt Tomah to Station Rock (where Caley spent a few days rest in 
1804 during his attempted crossing of the Mountains). A walk of variety – historical, botanical and 
magnificent views of the Grose. Dry heathlands, wet sclerophyll and rain forest. Short but a bit 
roughish. Meet at Mt. Tomah parking and picnic area at 10.00 am. 
 
November 5: Beverly Thompson – Ph. 57-2076. Glow Worm Tunnel – an impressive underground 
galaxy in an old railway tunnel along which kerosene shale was transported from Newnes. Bring 
torches and water proof boots. Meet at turn off to re-afforestation camp which turns right from 
Bells Line of Road – 10.00 am. 
 
December 3:  Xmas Bar-B-Q and cliffside stroll. 
  Details in November newsletter. 
 
COMING WALKS – MID-MONTHLY: 
 
September 15: Lloyd Jones (Ph. 57-2270). Inspiration Point – Moya Point – Cathedral Point. Be 
familiar with the current local problem – easy stroll. Meet at the Hut 10 am. 
 
October 20: Jill Dark Ph. 58-7061 – Murphy’s Glen. An easy walk with botanising. Meet at 
Woodford Railway Station 10 am. 
 
November 17: Keith Sherlock Ph. 57-1927. An unusual corner of Kings Tableland – behind the radio 
masts – a wilderness feeling – easy stroll. Meet behind the Brown Horse Cafe, located at corner of 
Highway and Tablelands Road, Wentworth Falls. 10 am. 
 
  



S T O P   P R E S S 
COUNCIL ELECTIONS, SEPTEMBER 1983. 

 
With the number of conservation issues facing concerned residents living in the Blue Mountains, 
your Society has decided to conduct a “Meet the Candidates” of Wards 1 and 2. This meeting will 
be held at Merriwa Street Public School in Katoomba on Saturday 17th September, 1983 from 3.00 
to 5.00 pm. 
 
Come along and hear what the candidates have to say. 
 

ILLNESS OF SOCIETY’S PRESIDENT 
 

Members will be sorry to hear that our President, Graham Alcorn, has been out of action with a 
long illness in Katoomba Hospital. 
 
He came out Tuesday, 9th August, and will be convalescing for several weeks in Sydney. 
 
We feel sure that Society Members will wish Graham a speedy recovery. His wise leadership has 
been sorely missed by our Society. 
 

**************************** 
 

APPEAL FOR VOLUNTEERS TO HELP AT “THE HUT”. 
 

Each year our Society gives large donations to other conservation groups to help them preserve 
our National Heritage. Last year the Society donated approximately $989 to approved 
organisations. 
 
The bulk of this money comes from sales at our Hut. Over the years the number of visitors to the 
Hut has increased enormously, making it almost impossible for only one person to cope with 
serving them all. We therefore feel we need more people to help with hut duty, so we can have 
two people on at all times. If you can spare one day every two months, or even less frequently, 
please phone Beverley Thompson on 57-2076. 
 
This work is not arduous and involves making cups of tea and serving sweets, etc. It is also an 
opportunity to meet and speak with other interesting people. 
 

PLEASE HELP YOUR SOCIETY. 
 

VOLUNTEER REQUIRED TO TAKE OVER ORDERING OF HUT SUPPLIES 
 
Our Society also needs someone to take on the duties of ordering goods for sale at the Hut such as 
Soft Drinks, Sweets, etc. 
 
This simply involves a phone call to the Wholesaler every three weeks or so. This job could be easy 
for someone in the Wentworth Falls or adjacent areas. 
 
If you are in a position to help, please ring the Treasurer for full details on 87-7139. 
 



 
AGAIN WE SEEK THE ASSISTANCE OF A WILLING MEMBER 

 
***************************** 

 
SOME GLEANINGS FROM READING ON CALEY (See October walk for details). 
 
NOTE: Two basic books on the Mountains -  

1. “Exploring the Blue Mountains” – Hungerford & Donald Approx. $8.00 
2. “Bushwalking in the Blue Mountains – Greg Powell. Approx. $10.00 

 
GEORGE CALEY, 1770-1829: This makes him 34 years of age when he did his journey. Born in 
Yorkshire – son of a horse dealer – dissatisfied with his lot, he studied botany and was eventually 
sent out to New South Wales by Banks to collect natural history specimens – said to be a “difficult” 
man to get on with, but conscientious. On his journey which commenced at Kurrajong Heights on 
November 3, he was accompanied by three ticket-of-leave men – they travelled by foot and carried 
186-3/4 Lbs, between them – he reached as far as Mt Banks and was dismayed by the sight of the 
rugged Grose Valley and returned to Parramatta which he reached on November 23 – he left the 
Colony in 1810 with Governor Bligh. 
 

************************************** 
 

SOCIETY FIGHTS TO PRESERVE ESCARPMENT ON LEURA GOLF COURSE. 
 
As members will know the greatest issue facing conservationists on the Blue Mountains at the 
moment is the proposal to build a $25M Resort Centre on part of the lower nine holes of Leura 
Gold Course. 
 
This has involved your Management Committee and Members of the Society in Special Meetings, 
and the preparation of articles for the Newspapers, mainly prepared by your President, Graham 
Alcorn as well as a detailed submission, a copy of which is reproduced in this Newsletter. 
 
The front page story as reported by “The Blue Mountains Gazette” dated 10th August, 1983 
reports:-  
 

“INTENSE INTEREST IN RESORT HEARING. 
People vied for limited seating, crouched on the floor, or stood in aisles, as they squeezed in 
to the Blue Mountains City Council Chambers for the opening of the public hearing on the 
Leura resort proposal, last Friday, August 5. 
 
The hearing, which had entered its fourth day when the Gazette went to press, attracted a 
wide variety of groups, with people queuing for more than 20 minutes to be recorded as 
speakers.” (In actual fact, it would have been closer to an hour). 
 

  



The Gazette further went on to report that:- 
 
“As well, Council has previously received submissions requesting that an inquiry be held 
under section 6b of the State Environmental Planning and Assessment Act. The hearing is 
being conducted by Commissioner, Mr Bill Simpson, who was appointed by the Governor of 
NSW. 
 
In his opening statement to the capacity filled room, Mr Simpson stressed that he had no 
connection with the State Department of Environment and Planning, council groups or 
those presenting submissions either for or against the resort proposal at the hearing. 
 
We added that he had studied documents relevant to the proposal, including 90 of the 400 
submissions made during the public display of plans. 
 
Mr Simpson said speakers would not be under oath, but he may choose to ask them 
questions. No one else would be allowed to cross-examine. 
 
The hearing would also include an inspection of the resort site and Mr Simpson would be 
required to present a report to Blue Mountains City Council once he had heard all 
submissions. 
 
The Gazette went on to report that:- 
 
”Due to the number of submissions made, Mr Simpson has told Council that he will not be 
able to complete his report as intended for a special meeting of Council on Thursday, 
August 11. 
 
During the hearing on Monday, the Mayor, Ald. Quirk was asked to explain Council’s 
involvement in showing the developers the Leura and alternative sites for the proposed 
resort.” 
 
We await with interest the Commissioner’s Report. 
 
*Reprinted with kind permission of the Editor, Blue Mountains Gazette. 
 

SUBMISSION TO THE BLUE MOUNTAINS CITY COUNCIL 
ON PROPOSED CONFERENCE CENTRE ON LEURA  GOLF COURSE. 

 
The Upper Blue Mountains Conservation Society makes the following submission in 
response to the Blue Mountains City Council’s advertisement on 22nd June, 1983.  
 
The Society is of the opinion that the issues raised in this submission are of such 
significance that they should be the subject of a public hearing before the Council decides 
whether the Local Environment Plan No 4 should be varies. We request a hearing under 
Section 68 (1) of the Environmental Planning & Assessment Act, 1979. 
 
The following are the Society’s grounds for objection to the proposed development:- 

1. Despoilation of the escarpment which is listed in the National Estate. 
2. Intrusion of development into Reserved Open Space. 



3. Loss of recreation and buffer land by rezoning. 
4. Trade-off of our heritage for local employment which cannot be guaranteed. 
5. Inadequacy of the Nexus Environmental Report. 
6. Fire danger to the development with the resultant pressure for hazard reduction of 

adjacent bushland. 
7. The about-face attitude of Council towards escarpment preservation. 

 
ESCARPMENT PRESERVATION: 
 
We draw attention to Section 4.2, page 4.7, of the Nexus Environmental Report which states that 
the Blue Mountains National Park and the south facing escarpments which border the Jamieson 
and Kedumba Valleys have been listed by the Australian Heritage Commission as part of the 
National Estate. The Blue Mountains National Park is shown in the Commission’s 1981 Report as an 
example under Criteria No 6, (ie, Aesthetic Outstanding Natural or Man-Influenced Landscapes), 
along with three other examples which are -  
 

- Port Campbell National Park 
- South West Tasmania 
- The Great Barrier Reef 

 
The last two parks, of course, are World Heritage Areas. The listing of the Blue Mountains National 
Park as part of the National Estate was upon the recommendation of the Blue Mountains City 
council. Whilst this listing limits the activities in the area of Commonwealth authorities only, it 
nevertheless implies a moral obligation on all planning bodies. 
 
Without doubt, the cliffs and escarpments of the Blue Mountains are the features which give the 
region its distinctive character and world renowned appeal as a natural scenic resource. 
 
Like the seashores, these areas should belong to the public, and no development should be 
allowed to interfere with their natural character. To even consider siting a $25 million high intensity 
development on this prominent part of our National Heritage seems to us to be entirely 
unacceptable both ecologically and morally. 
 
We are appalled that the Department of Planning and Environment has informed Council that a 
Local Environment Study is not required for this $25 million project and we intend to seek legal 
advice in this matter. 
 
INTRUSION INTO PUBLIC RESERVES: 
An even worse aspect is that the site is part of a tongue of land which intrudes into public reserves, 
and is surrounded on three sides by historic national scenic reserves which date back to the last 
century. Back in 1968 when the lower nine holes were formed, our Society protested vigorously 
against the granting of a portion of the Valley of the Waters Reserve to the Gold Club, on an 
exchange basis. 
 
However, at least the land is zoned Private Recreation and with this limited land use. It acts as a 
buffer between the settlement and the reserves. 
 



To place any tourist hotel development on this tongue of land must have a drastic effect on the 
ecology of the reserves. But to place on this site a development so much larger than any existing in 
the Blue Mountains must multiply the problem three, four or more times. 
 
The aptly names “Valley of the Waters” has been used by the public for natural recreation for at 
least one hundred years. It is undoubtedly one of the most pristine and beautiful of all Blue 
Mountains reserves, and its main features are its streams, pools and waterfalls and a large stand of 
Cool-Temperate to Warm-Temperate rainforest which extends westward under the cliffs. This is the 
largest stand of rainforest which has not suffered interference below the southern escarpment. It 
is particularly important that it should be preserved. 
 
The proposed resort is sited on a ridge overlooking and draining into the Valley of the Waters and 
into Gladstone Pass Valley. The effect on the hydrology of this wonderful reserve of a tourist 
reserve covering 9.6 hectares and catering for up to 900 people will be disastrous. 
 
Even the Nexus Environmental Report admits that siltation during construction is going to be a 
problem, and that it is not possible to construct an adequate trap to stop oil from car parking areas 
contaminating streams. 
 
This report also admits that the pressure on surrounding bushland reserves and tracks from a 
concentration of up to 900 people could be deleterious and makes the outrageous suggestion that 
the bush, and even some of the tracks, be fenced off! 
 
The question of land disturbance, tree removal, siltation and other ecological disturbances arising 
from the reorganisation of the lower nine holes of the golf course is not even dealt with. This could 
have quite a considerable effect on the environment. 
 
CHANGE OF ZONING: 
 
One of the great problems facing the Blue Mountains City Council Town Planners is the heritage of 
the unplanned past where there is already far too much alienated land. 
 
As recently as January, 1982, the Blue Mountains City Council rejected a Leura Golf Club 
application to rezone four acres of recreation land in St Georges Road for a residential subdivision. 
At the time, the Town Planner stated “There is no shortage of residentially-zoned land that would 
warrant a review of the zoning of this land.” This statement, and the Council decision on this 
application, is equally valid for the present one. 
 
It is a matter of some concern that the Nexus Environment Consultants were not asked to evaluate 
alternate sites, and it seems to us to be an irresponsible action by Blue Mountains City Council to 
offer the developer a site zoned for recreation. 
 
It is of interest also to note the historic degeneration of the zoning. First, in 1968, the land is taken 
from the long established public Valley of the Waters reserve, zoned Private Recreation and added 
to the Leura Golf Course. This resulted in the walking track to Inspiration Point being cut off. 
 
Now it is proposed that 35% of the Private Recreation zoned area be rezoned to allow the 
construction of a huge tourist hotel. The State Conservation Movement is gravely concerned at the 
general trend in recent years to eat into recreation reserves. 



 
CREATION OF EMPLOYMENT: 
 
Publicity in favour of the development stresses the amount of employment which will be created. 
If another site were chosen, obviously the same amount of employment opportunity would be 
created. The implication, therefore, is that the developers will not proceed unless they are offered 
this favourable site on the escarpment.  
 
If this is accepted, a very, very unfortunate and untenable precedent would be set, ie, let us trade 
our heritage, and a part of the national and world heritage, for local employment which cannot be 
guaranteed. 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT: 
 
The report prepared in three weeks by Nexus Environmental Studies Pty Ltd. is not concerned with 
weather the resort should be permitted on the proposed site, but with finding ways to justify the 
development application being granted. 
 
This does not seem to be the fault of Nexus Environmental Studies Pty, Ltd. Mr Andrews, the 
Manager, is quoted in the Blue Mountains Gazette, June 29, Page 1, as saying “The report 
restricted recommendation to an outline of measures required to mitigate possible impact of the 
development.” 
  
It appears to be a “yes man” report, commissioned by a Council which has already made its mind 
that the scheme is to go ahead. The Council is therefore now seeking public justification for the 
abandonment of its environmental policies and planning principles. Has the “red carpet” been 
rolled out for the developer? 
 
FIRE HAZARD: 
 
Council is fully aware of the danger of development in natural areas along ridge tops. For this 
reason, the proposed site is unacceptable. In addition, we believe that the south-west part of the 
building would be on a slope greater than 1 in 6; which is greater than that recommended by fire 
authorities. 
 
Construction of the hotel could lead to the owners demanding hazard reduction in the adjoining 
bush to the south, thus adding more pressure to the natural environment. 
 
PAST BLUE MOUNTAINS CITY COUNCIL ACTIONS AND POLICIES: 
 
Our Society has repeatedly advocated that, in view of the national scenic importance of the Blue 
Mountains, State and Federal funding was needed to protect the environment. The only Federal 
Government which has made a significant contribution in the regard was the Whitlam Government, 
through their Department of Regional and Urban Development. 
 
Significantly, a large part of this money granted to acquire environmentally sensitive land was 
spent by the Blue Mountains City Council on buying land on the escarpment side of the Cliff Drive, 
Katoomba and adding it to the adjacent scenic reserve. In this way Silver Mist, near Echo Point, 
was bought and turned into a pleasant, restful picnic area.  



 
An earlier development application for a motel on the Silver Mist site was rejected by the Blue 
Mountains City Council following protests by residents. 
 
Also, during this period, considerable grant money was spent on environmental studies and 
reports in connection with the formulation of the Town Plan. Out of these arose the 1976 
Statement of Objectives which, under Policy 6, Action Priorities A & C, deals specifically with the 
need for escarpment preservation. 
 
More specific is the Blue Mountains City Council Commission No 4 on Critical Environmental Areas 
Prepared by Urban Systems Corporation in 1975 
 
This report states, on page 3:- 
 

“Large areas of the Mountains are rugged, diverse, natural bushland landscapes. These 
areas form the basis of what are probably best known scenic mountain landscapes in 
Australia. These escarpments and bushland valleys and streams are the chief components 
of this environment.” 
 

All of these last named components in the area will be affected by the development. 
 
On page 20, under the heading “Council Acquisitions”, the report states:- 
 

“Of particular concern are those escarpment areas which are not adjacent to the National 
Parks rearranged boundaries, which could be used for recreation purposes, (lookouts, 
picnics, etc.). A band of open space should stretch along all northern and southern 
escarpment areas….all escarpments not suited to a National Park inclusion should be 
considered for purchase by Council.” 

 
In this case of course, the Council is not confronted with the difficult problem of raising funds to 
purchase the escarpment for its preservation. The land is already zoned Open Space, Private 
Recreation. In accord with the above policies and precedents, Council should reject any proposals 
to change the zoning. 
 
The Upper Blue Mountains Conservation Society earnestly appeals to Council to very seriously 
reconsider the consequences of allowing a huge development on such environmentally sensitive 
land. 
 
We will live to regret it if undesirable developments are permitted to take place in critical 
environmental areas.  
 
We repeat our request for a Public Hearing under Section 68 (1) (a) of the Environmental Planning 
& Assessment Act, 1979. 
 
(Signed) Graham Alcorn 
PRESIDENT. 
 

******************************** 
  



In a letter to our Society, our Patron voiced his concern: 
 

“You are obviously aware that I am very interested in the trends of Local Government and the 
environment, and your problem with the Leura Golf Course Tourist Resort Proposal, is a classical 
example. 
 
I am also concerned about the way in which the Department of Environment and Planning lets 
Councils off the hook with environmental studies pursuant to Local Environmental Plans. I would 
be pleased to know if your Society makes any progress with its attempts to obtain legal advice on 
this matter. There is no doubt that the D.E.P. plays to the developer far too often. 
 
I am somewhat surprised to know that you are having so much trouble with your Council. You 
might remember that when I visited you some time ago and spoke at a meeting, the new Blue 
Mountains City Council was just about taking up office and three aldermen attended the meeting. I 
got the impression that you were to have plenty of sympathy from an understanding Council. 
Wasn’t there some talk of appointing an environmental expert as a member of the staff? What has 
gone wrong? 
 
There is no doubt that consultants are a waste of time. They always attempt to justify the 
development of the client and I see no solution to this until there is established, a bank of 
approved private consultants. We also need public funding so that the financially limited can go to 
court. It is stupid to provide “standing” for all and sundry and then expect the paupers to find the 
money for the legal beagles. 
 

All strength to your cause and many thanks for remembering me. 
 

Yours sincerely, 
 
(Signed) Allen A Strom. 
 

*********************************************** 
 

A FURTHER REPORT OF SOME OF THE ACTIVITIES OF OUR SOCIETY OVER THE PAST  SIX MONTHS. 
 
In the February issue of our Newsletter, your Management Committee decided to include details of 
some of the more important work of the various committees of our Society. This was done so that 
Members would be better informed as to our Society’s activities and achievements. The following 
is a further listing of some of this work as well as details of correspondence. 

• After receipt of a letter from Mr Bob Debus , M.P. and Member for the Blue Mountains 
regarding Medium Density housing and Surplus Public Land a special meeting was held. 
Further correspondence with Mr Debus and Mr Eric Bedford, Minister for Planning and 
Environment has failed to completely satisfy our Society. 

• As mentioned in our Newsletter No 51, our submission regarding Crown Land at Water 
Nymphs Dell, Wentworth Falls, together with a most generous donation of adjoining land 
by Society Member Len Symes has now been approved by the Minister for Local 
Government and Lands, Mr A R L Gordon. A wonderful result! 

• A further submission put to Council on additional measures necessary to protect the whole 
of Water Nymphs Dell catchment. 



• Two special meetings convened by the Colong Committee and held at the “Hut”. The 
purpose of these meetings were to discuss Sand Mining, Environmental Survey, Leura 
Conference/Resort and Heritage Study. The meetings were attended by the Lower Blue 
Mountains Conservation Society, Friends of the Earth, the Colong Committee and, our 
Society. 

• Members of your Management Committee were invited to attend a meeting at Council 
Chambers with other interested groups to discuss a Heritage Study to be undertaken by 
Croft and Associates Pty. Ltd. on behalf of Council. We decided that our input would be on 
escarpments and endangered creek systems supplying the major tourist waterfalls. A 
Committee was formed and after several meetings and a number of inspections, a detailed 
sub-mission was forwarded. 

• Numerous meetings have been held to formulate Society Guidelines. These are still in the 
course of discussion. 

• After a report regarding the dumping of tyres in the bush adjacent to the Blue Mountains 
National Park at Lawson, an inspection was carries out and the report found to be correct. 
Council has been informed and are investigating. 

• The Society has been involved in preparations for a proposed barbecue to be held at 
Newnes Plateau for some 200 delegates who will be attending the Australian Conservation 
Foundation Conference at Blackheath on September of this year. 

• A submission has been sent fully supporting Council’s plans for the preservation and 
protection of Shipley Plateau. Council was commended for their initiative. 

• A proposal has been put to Council to build cabins on Kings Tableland Reserve. Meetings 
have been attended and a submission lodged with Blue Mountains City Council objecting to 
the proposal. 

 
A SELECTION OF A FEW OF OUR LETTERS: 
 

• To Land Board Office offering assistance in the erection of signs, etc., along the “Six Foot 
Track”. No reply has been received. 

• From Council thanking our Society for its support re the closure of the road to Narrow Neck. 

• From the Nature Conservation Council regarding a meeting to discuss Urban Bushland 
Management and Fire Protection. 

• From the National Trust seeking the Society’s support in achieving the objectives of the 
Trust Policy Paper “Hawkesbury – Nepean River Basin”. 

• From the Nature Conservation Council asking for our support in seeking protection of 
valuable rainforest areas in the Hasting Valley and Barrington Tops. 

• To the Blue Mountains City Council approving in principle the building of a conference 
centre on the old Chateau Napier site at Leura. (Not to be confused with that proposed for 
Leura Golf Course). 

 
LAND PRESERVATION FUND COMMITTEE: 
 
Barbecue: On 24th May we had a very happy day despite rather miserable weather which kept us 
confined to the Hut. Success was largely due to the delicious salads and biscuits provided and 
attractively arranged by Beth Sherlock and to the skill of the barbecuer, Keith Sherlock. Many 
thanks to both of them. 
 
The result was contented customers and $70 added to the Fund. 
 



COMING EVENTS: 
 
AN OPPORTUNITY TABLE will be in the Hut over the next long weekend (30th September - 3rd 
October).  Members will have first choice at the September General Meeting. Markita Honinger is 
the organiser and would like to hear from members who have goods to donate (Phone: 57-1919). 
 
THE SPRING SALE OF NATIVE PLANTS will be held in the Hut on 29th and 30th October from 10 am 
to 3 pm. As usual, there will be an excellent variety of plants suitable for the Blue Mountains at 
very reasonable prices. 
 
On Saturday, 29th October, at 11 am, Jill Dark sill give a talk concentrating on local plants, for the 
benefit of growers and lovers of native plants. Jill is knowledgeable and popular speaker; members 
and friends are urged to take this opportunity to learn about the plants they see around them in 
the local bush. 
 

****************************************** 
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